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| ORIGINS ¢ THE ATLANTIC VOYAGE . ° CHALLENGES « LEGACY | 





Welcome to... 





| fter several long and arduous attempts to start the 
voyage to the New World, it must have seemed like an 
. impossible task. The Speedwell hacl spring a leak after 
every attempt to set sail, and when the Mayflower eventually 
embarked on the jourmey on its own, the passengers 
were plagued by buffeting winds and seasickness. 
Was a fresh start really worth it? 

In the All About History Story of the Pilerims, find out exactly 
why the Pilgrims were determined to leave England, discover 
why their initial hopes of settling in Holland were scuppered, 

trace the tedious voyage of The Mayflower and uncover the 
harsh reality of life in the New World. 












ILGRIMS 


Future PLE Picnrmond House, 335 Bickmore Hill 
Sieurnernouth, Corset, BHA BES 


Editorial 
Editors Philippa Grafton & Dan Peel 
Designer Lora Barnes 
Editorial Director Jon White 
Server Art Editor Andy Downes 


Comer irnages 
Aariy. t arity Images, Wiel 


Photagraphy 
AIL OSc Tights arc Traderniarks af@ feccgniced ard respected 
Acwertisinig 
Media packs are avadable on request 
Commerce! Cirecior Clare Gowe 


Ce ove UTLMee Learn 


International 
International Licensing Director Matt Ellis 
mattelisiGifubunervet.cam 


Circulation 
Head of Newstrade Tim Mathers 


Production 
Read of Croduction Mark Constance 
Pragucthoan Ar Opec T FHanager Clare Scott 
Ayeriseng Promuctian Manager Joanne Croshy 
Sigital Editions Controller Jasen Hudson 
Srocuctin Managers Keoly Miller, Nola Cokely, 
Vivienne Cahvart, Fran Twentyman 


Managerkwkrt 
Chist Cantent Officer Aaron Asad 
Cammeprcal Fircrica Director Dan Jotcham 


Printed by Villian Gibbons, 26 Planetary oad 
eilhkaniall, Yivest Midlands, ls 233i 


Distributed by HMarketiorce, 5 Churchill Pao, Canary hart, Lancen. E14 SHU 
Winer Retin eee nul Tel O205 Fe? OD] 


41) About History Book of the Pligrirns First Edition 
© 7018 Futiee Publmhing Leribe 


Te Se OOMTithed food ey Wee) TI ope hon © Oecd from nepali maciage, 
CT et Tete eh chine lee Prin ili bate, Th Peet ee CP ee ep aati Ba 
and produced trom sustain ibie maciagad foreais. conforming to Snr oeTonmenial ec 

lS Tr Sons. Che mon hehe pape mull ods. (Ld) PSS [ones 


Che ATG ol] Geri ae aera 


Al ores i Ae buboune Haslet Imes oo? See es er eetce Al eg his reser 
Ao Carbo is Aad eS ie be Weed stoned Daiarnited af pepe odhcd in any ay uno 
Thee Sor waTieen: Gerson of Pe publisher, Rubure Gublening Lined joompany hurr 
SE Ge edie a gine aed Wie. Paegqinleted a@Piie Cha? Recere T hee Ari 
Bath Bat 72]! information oorioinied in this publkcotion is for infor nmetion anh and is. asta 
Spr e ae orn al eae bee ig fo Gee ee ak) peo a a espe babbs 
fore nara Or [rac Weis Gi auch: ifornnieton. iu aid aoe Poca: Pinus amd 
Pita lors diner ah) neg bo thet price of praducieerices referred fo in Pi publication. Ape 
wl ee Te eed i De eo ae Pe ae Ga ee es ne Pea eee he lee 
Chad? OOF GS OF Ire ORG OAS oF UbCES fo Trem. To megane by (mde mcborit 


md et afer oy wa wet ihe ope eee eee Dood eres 


i. a | LU I? = ep onl ln 4 


Creators. 
aed 
ora] ics 





Piura pe = a fuilk Chief arecitive Zillah Byreg-Thete 
Go a a hes iy ine Charms Richard Plath hand 
London Suock Exchange Thiet tinarci! thos Renny Ladkin-Grand 
yinaet FLA] 

ie Du rie be Tell tage, (OES ea) ee 


ORY 








ar oy en 
rie Se ies 








O08 Christopher Columbus 


Chnstopher Columbus was instrumental in defining the New World, 
but did he rule his new-found lands with a brutal and bloody iron fist? 


«f THE PILGRIMS r 


BEFORE PLYMOUTY | 
gor 


18 On the trail 


How the Pilgrims found their way to Holland 
before their journey to America 


20 The Protestant Reformation 
How a single act of dehance sparked a 
wildfire of destruction and religious reform 
that swept through Europe and changed the 
world forever 


England's Reformation 

This. 1s the story of the most extraordinary, 
turbulent, creative, destructive. transformative 
century in English history 















Robert Browne 
Behind the man considered to be the father 
of the Pilgrims 


The rise of King James 
Was the new Stuart king really the reason 
the Pilgrims left England? 


Life in Holland 
For the Separatists, the grass did not turn out 
to be preener on the other side of the fence 
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46 On the trail 
Having returned from Holland, the Pilgrims 
set sail for their new life in America 





48 The Longtime Governor 
Wilham Bradford led Plymouth Colony 
as governor over three decades & chronicled 
the settlements story in a landmark work 


50 An impossible start 
With plans made to move to the New World, 
it began to seem like an impossible task 


56 The voyage of the Mayflower 
A disastrous start gave way to a 66-day 
ordeal of sickness, catastrophe and conflict. 
Discover how, against all odds, the Mayflower 
sailed out of the storm and into legend 


62 The Mayflower Compact 
Old divisions resurfaced and the passengers 
found themselves poised between civilisation 
and civil war 


64 The Wampanoag & first contact 
After 66 days of tedious sailing, the Pilgrims 
reached the New World - then found a land 
Tuil of thriving nahons and peoples 


72 The winter of desperation 
The winter of 1620-21 tested the Pilgrims to 
breaking point amid starvation, disease 
and the uncertainty of the future 


76 Two worlds collide 
When the Pilgrims first met their Native 
neighbours, they werent sure what to make 
of them - but soon built a relationship that 
stood the test of time 


84 The first Thanksgiving 
How a peace treaty between the 
Wampanoag and the Pilgrims gave birth 
to America’s most popular holiday 
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BUILDING jp, MO The English Civil War 
LI FE If the New World settlers thought they had 
| A i | - escaped the conflicts of the Old World, they 


tan were thoroughly mistaken 


90 On the trail l6 King Philip's War 
Finally settled in the New World, the The bloody rebellion that erupted in 1675 
Pilgrims sought to spread their presence in in southern New England was doomed to 
New England failure for lack of unity and coordination 
among the Native Americans 
Old Comers . 
The colony needed to grow, but the 122 The decline of 
unexpected arrival of newcomers to Plymouth Colony 
Plymouth brought a storm of uncertainty, several factors conspired to bring about 
hardships and disorder the end of Plymouth Colony in the late- 
th century 
100 The expansion of 
Plymouth Colony 
Between 1621 and 1640, the Plymouth 
Colony expanded with the founding of 
numerous settlements and strugeled for 
econoniic Viability 


106 The Pequot War 
A senes of kidnappings and murders rs 
sparked a bloody war in 1636 in which the e ; 
Massachusetts Bay colonists eradicated the ye aid 
Pequot people " 
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he son of middle-class Genoan wool 
weavers, Christopher Columbus is 
not your usual child. Driven and 
incessantly inquisitive, the young 
x boy 1s fascinated with the maps and 
charts the traders and seafarers bring to his coastal 
home in Italy. Something about those empty spaces 
on the intricately marked canvas calls to him, a 
fantastical need to fill those gaps and claim the 
glory such discoveries would surely bring. The 
unknown doesn't unsettle him, like it does many 
people of the time - in fact, it does the opposite: it 
captivates him, Seeing a rare tenacity in his eldest 
som, his father spends what money a wool weaver 
can spare and secures a place for Columbus at the 
University of Pavia. There he studies grammar, 
peography, geometry, astronomy, navigation and 
Latin - but for all his studies, the young Genoan 
finds his mind drifting to those blanks voids on the 
map. This hunger would define his life forever, 

In 1470, Columbus gains an apprenticeship 
working as a business agent for three influential 
Genoan families. His learned background and 
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Christopher Columbus was 


instrumental in Sefinin the New World, 
but did he rule his new 


brutal and bloody iron fist? 


tenacity in the face of adversity makes him a 
ferocious businessman and he's soon captaining 
ships that carve the ocean like blades. His work 
takes him far and wide across the civilised world: 
Lisbon, Bristol, Galway, West Africa and even 
settlements in Iceland become common ports 

of call. While deeply pious, Columbus steadily 
builds a reputation for ruthless determination. But 
for all his years of trade and commerce in these 
establishment lands, Columbus would always 
find his mine drifting to those incomplete maps 
he pored over as a child. The only thing standing 
between him and those fabled lands of untold 
riches was Money. It was time to find a patron - an 
incredibly wealthy patron. 

For many years, Europe held a distant yet 
lucrative trade relationship with the East. While 
under the rule of the once-rampant Mongol Empire, 
European traders travelled a relatively safe route 
of passage to China known as the Silk Road, but 
now that Constantinople had fallen to the Turks, 
the route was rife with piracy. The East was now 
too dangerous a path to take, even for the most 


Columbus 


ound lands with a 


hardened of captains, Columbus was searching for 
anew route to India and the riches of Asia and to 
achieve this his plan was simple: sail west across 
the Ocean Sea (the 15th and l6th-century name for 
the Atlantic Ocean). 

Sailing west wasn't just a case of turning 
your ships about and sailing away from the 
Onent, though. Since a portion of the map 
remained undefined on Western charts, the 
view of scholars, geographers and seafarers was 
a skewed one. Theories that the Earth was a flat 
disc persisted among some, but it was more the 
misinterpretations and speculation involving the 
distances between Europe and Asia, as well as the 
actual size of the mysterious continents and islands 
that were rumoured to lie beyond the sterm-ridden 
oceans. Even Columbus own theones were wildly 
Inaccurate, but his intensity and sheer persistence 
made him stand out from his peers. He eventually 
secured the patronage of the Spanish monarchs 
Ferdinand I of Aragon and Isabella I of Castile, who 
agree to fund his plans to explore the New World 
and claim it the name of a unified, Catholic Spain 
















FIRST VOYAGE WS2-1093 
SECOND VOVAGE 1493-1496 

| THIRD VOVAGE 1498-1608 

| FOURTH VOYAGE HG2-1504 










eee 2 OCTOBER 1497 
After a five-week joumey 
acress the Atlantic, lane 
was sighted. Aiming ta 
land in Japan, Columbus 
had stumbled upon the 
Bahamas. He named 
the sland San Salvador 
Columbus’ ships struggled to 
sa make anchor off the coast, 
- | so many of the natives dove 
. into the water to assist them 
- they would be rewarded 
by enslavement. 
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* of northern South America, After 

5 surviving a tropical hurricane, he and 

. his crew landed in Honduras. He spent 
i two months exploring the region, along 
. with Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama. 
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On the morning of 3 August 1492, with a 
contingent of three ships and two smaller caravels, 
Columbus sets sail from Palos de la Frontera. The 
swells are relatively calm and the ships carve a 
path toward the Canary Islands in a few days, 


The three ships sail deeper into the unknown. 
Violent winds and angry swells buffet them across 
the waves, their intended course nipped apart by 
tropical storms these westbound seafarers have 
little expenence with, By Ll! October, morale on the 
ships is at a dangerously low - men have drowned 
in storms, masts have been broken by vicious gales 
and even a small mutiny breaks out. Colurmbus, 
sat within the confines of his cabin, stares at the 

maps before him. He knows their course has been 
broken, but it’s the time at sea that troubles him the 
most. They should have set foot on new lands long 
before now, Time is running out. 

Suddenly, out of nowhere, one of sailors 

above screams at the tap of nis voice: “Land! 
Land ahoy!” Columbus rushes from his desk, 
candles, papers and wine flying in his wake. The 
spray of the swaying oceans stings him in the 
face after so many hours in a stuffy cabin, but 
he's soon scrambling onte the poop deck, the 
prospect of land driving him forward. He squints 
and takes his first glimpse of a brand new world. 
Lush greenery and a pale-coloured beach can be 
seen in the distance, birds of a peculiar colour 
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é. EXPLORING SOUTH we 
AMERICA 


Despite being stripped of his titles 4. PUNISHING 
+ and his health failing, Columbus was 
A still determined to explore the coasts THE NATIVES 


During his second voyage, 
Columbus paid a visit to his recent 
settlement of La Navidad. What he 
de found was burning ruins, savaged 
us by the native Taine people. bn 

: retaliation he demanded a tribute 
be made to him, or he'd cut the 
hands off every member of the 
tribe, He later sailed north and @ 
founded another settlement, La P | 
Isabela, but it failed to take root 
and fell apart in his absence. 


before restocking supplies and setting sail for Japan. 


HE VOYAGES 
COLUMBUS 


Breakin Sis his four 
expeditions that changed 
the world 
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o DECEMBER 14g2 


After a brief expedition into Cuba, Columbus arrived 
at Hispaniola. Due to bad weather, the Santa Maria 
ran aground on 25 Decenber, but Columbus used the 
wreck as cannon-target practice, Columbus founded 
the settlement of La Navidad during this time, before 
continuing along the northern coast of Hispaniola in 
search of further discoveries, 
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circling above the canopy. It's then that he sees 
them: dark-skinned men and women, most of them 
barely dressed at all, spears and bows clutched in 
their hanes, 

A lew hours later, all three ships are anchored at 
a Safe distance anc the three crews are now sately 
on land. Columbus is standing upon Watling Island 
(which would later form part of the Bahamas), He 
names it San Salvador and claims it for the glory 
of Spain. Over the next few days, Columbus meets 
with the three main tribes of the island - the Taino, 
the Arawak and the Lucayan - and begins building 
a relationship that tells him a great deal about this 
new Eden. Only one other tribe, based on a distant 
island, 1s ageressive toward them, occasionally 
landing raiding parties to take slaves. In one of his 
journal entries, Columbus remarks: “I could conquer 
the whole of them with 50 men, and govern them 
as I please.” Columbus views them less as people 
and more as another acquisition with which he 
can return to Spain. While this attitude may seem 
callous, it is a common one that will eventually 
drive and maintain the slave trade for hundreds 
ol years to come. After a week or more on San 
Salvador, he begins searching the surrounding 
waters, eventually arriving on the northern coast of 
Cuba, before landing on the cost of Hispaniola on 5 
December 1492. 

Hispaniola 1s a much larger land mass than the 
first island he embarked on, and with a calm sea 


Atlantic Ocean 








3. ARRIVING IN HISPANIOLA 






















South America 
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I, THE VOYAGES BEGIN | 
3 AUGUST 1492 
After soliciting considerable 
patronage from the Spanish 
monarchs, Columbus sets off with 
an initial fleet of six ships from 
Palos de la Frontera, a principality 
in the Spanish province of Huelva. 
Columbus and his fleet arrive at the 
er Castille-controlled Canary Islands, the | 


starting point on his planned journey ae 
uy to Asia. 





* ovat 5. SAILING THE 
Se one ORINOCO 
*s Fe AUGUST 1648 
¥ While many of Columbus’ 
personal calculations and 
assumptions tumed out ta 
be considerably wide of the 
mark, his study of the Gulf 
of Paria (between Trinidad 
and Venezuela) and the 
Orinoco River correctly led ia 
him te the conclusion that a [eee 
considerable landmass was ls 
within reach. Upon reaching § 
* the coast, he marked that 
* this bountiful land could 
well be the site of the 
biblical Garden of Eden. 
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America in 1492 
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and other treasures, Columbus is confident he's native captives. His irrefutable proof of a new land 
found the beginning of his own legacy. Inamatter between Europe and Asia now laid before them, | a 
of weeks he establishes a settlement on the island, § Isabella and Ferdinand happily award Columbus ae Rees na a Ts ita 
La Navidad, and on 25 December orders aspecially the titles previously agreed, and he becomes the oceans In a F haa aitiT aes 
chosen crew of his most trusted seafarers to take Admiral of the Open Sea and viceroy and governor ta 
the Santa Maria and sail north and conduct more of all the lands he discovers. In order to ensure 
reconnaissance. Unfortunately, Golumbus is drunk the expansion of Hispaniola, Columbus sends his 
at the time he gives the orders, as is the crew he brother Bartolomeo along with a consignment eee cet ch nei 
appoints. In a matter of a x it : of sailors, soldiers and — Ade 0 Eee mi reso 

eae eieae ts sank ence uy Laan oh | (a a rere rece ae es ese as well as the various diseases and 
ea SOUS, Ball Oe pan a LA N Ar l A : AS eet t A cerueh ae ae Se Lee ee ||| 
asleep and the boat crashes ¥ Nas ) On 24 September, HCMC RUeR Tee tema Mae) CMe uc Le le 
into the racks. rdze¢ Td the eroun Columbus sets out on his daisidelr erent ORG MU me ema 

On 13 January 1493, , . second major voyage. It’s e 

Columbus meets with the burned toa cinder b 1 expedition that takes oe 
Columbus meets with the JSUT HE? LO AUEAGET DY an expedition that takes a 
carique (the head chieftain | h aps : | Py h I . far more southerly route, 
of the Taino peoples} of t C Taine peo C f 2 At LA talking in the other islands 
Hispaniola, Guacanagari, in the Bahamas, as well asa 


who agrees to the explorer’s been SO AC commooa ling stopover in Jamaica. On 22 


request to leave 39 of his h pues a; aAgiah — November, Columbus and WAT Se eed ee LaLa 

crew behind to pooulate t Le year E fos e his fleet of 17 shins turn their eee tS ee eee 
Zi sc ee E aa ae Ee i. . SU sie ee ee ee eee ie 

the settlement. He leaves bows toward Hispaniola, the nO ate e eel mel ah) Ree el ees) 


on the last exploratory part of his first voyage and Genoan governor ready to see the plans he gave his ER CA eRe 
arrives some days later on the Samana Peninsula, brother back in Cadiz come to life. What he finds is | 
where he encounters the far less friendly Ciguayos a burning ruin. La Navidad has been razed, burned 
tribe. The carigue on the island refuses to prant to a cinder by the Taino people that had been so 
Columbus leave to establish a settlement; battle accommodating the year before. He had brought 
soon ensues and two of the mbes people are killed. civility to their darkened corner of the Earth. He a lh aac aL 
ernTteniie Polis eatines 20 ce ei Radseen  nencebsbilin te had sien then tne [Pilih icp COR Oatmeal ae a 
AS PuUNMshment, Lo umbus captures 30.0 thet! lad Brven them STaDity, Ne had Even them the emit cake eh eect tat 
people and sets sail for Spain - only seven of the power of Christ. They had repaid him with a ruined MUSEU RCI ER le ele ela 
captives survive the long trip back to Europe. settlement and countless butchered Spaniards. rhb < hosp Seals tech Dll he 

5 = af ae ; . Me ee eM ent ar deag(t lg a aa| 
Upon returning to the court of the Spanish In Columbus absence, but very much following SC Nu ae eee Ue ea eau meres 
monarchs, Columbus becomes the talk of Europe his direct orders, Hispaniola had quickly become ) — —— 





behind him and stories of a realm rich with gold with his journals, maps, fruits, spices, gold and " LIFE O N THE WAVES 
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Lite aboard a 150-tonne ship was 
fraught with dangers. Cannons could 
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z The Santa Maria was the largest 
i ship in Columbus’ small fleet, 
with its 1?m (58ft)-long deck | 
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CUTTHROAT COLUMBus 
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Public humiliation 


Columbus and his like-minded brothers, Bartolomeo 
and Diego, were known for their psychological as 

well as physical torture. “Columbus' government was 
ae ee me eee me 
DCR ee Meee ee mie bala) 
woman who dared to suggest Columbus was of lowly 
WROD RM CO a Cm ce RCO ee eRe em cme dee) e lle 
naked and paraded through the colony on the back of a 


Fe al Ci cee) pment 
defending the family." 
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Worked into the ground 

When Columbus arrived in the Bahamas in 1492, he 
discovered a number of peaceful native peoples, most 
Pee ee CM Ln ee 
A UE eM eet ace Ee he cc Ung) 
carried few weapons either, since their society bred 
eR Ee ieee tee ele imamate 
gold, so he claimed the land in the name of the Spanish 
Crown and enslaved that very tribe. Within two years, 
ee OO ele eld emer ems ed da 
eee ele mul ato 


Columbus was a troubled man, paranoid and deeply 
SOs ee Meee eee tele ae 
Wee ees eee eee eee 
nose cut off at Columbus’ request, before being sold 
into slavery. Enforced servitude became a common 
course of action for Columbus and his law-enforcing 
brothers. Columbus himself personally oversaw a 
eit Me Roe tcl meted Ue 
girls and women into a life of brutal prostitution. 
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mule, “Bartolomeo ordered that her tongue be cut out", 
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America, but his mark on the world is clear. To quote 
historian Martin Dugard: “Columbus' claim to Tame 
REC ee ee ee ee ed 
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Jands he found in the name of Spain and 
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a far-different place than the one they arrived at. 
The abundant and peaceful tribes of the island 
wete happy to share the locations of the gold-rich 
valleys with their foreign guests, but they were 
less prepared for what came next. Bartolomeo 
Columbus forced thousands of the natives into 
slavery, Making them 
dig mines into the 
mountains, scouring 
it for precious metals. 
Hundreds of Europeans 
brought with them a 
ereat number of Western 
diseases, and such 
VITUSes spread through 
the unprepared natives 
like wildfire, Such 
conditions had led the 
Taino people to lead a 
rebellion against the 
foreign invaders, but their actions only galvanised 
Columbus’ own desire for order and retnibution. 

With. his brothers at his side and his Spanish 
patrons none the wiser, Columbus carved untold 
riches from the heart of the land. Such riches 
kept the Spanish monarchs happy, but rumours 
of brutality would soon spill out across the waves, 
with reports that Columbus’ governorship had sent 
him mad with power. While reports of his brutality 
were true, they were seized upon with custo by the 
many enemes he had made at the Spanish court, 
who were jealous of the riches he was making. It 
is likely his Spanish patrons did indeed have some 
Idea to the lengths Columbus was willing to go to 
seel his fortune in the New World, However brutal 
he might have been, his efforts were still filing the 
coffers of the Spanish crown at a time where war 
had drunk them dry. 

Columbus would conduct a third voyage before 
Ferdinand and Isabella were forced to send an 


‘Columbus’ seven-yearrule 
hadenslaved a majority of the 
island's native inhabitants, 
— which had reduced a population 
of afew million to around 
60,000 by 1500” 


ee ew abe accel wees La ay 
Pavan deem eg 0) Cel 
fuilty of some brutal crimes 


emissary to investigate the claims that hung 
thickly over the Spanish court. After receiving the 
report, they stripped Columbus of his titles and 
sent the administrator Francisco de Bohadilla to 
further investigate and govern in his stead. When 
Bobadilla arrived in August 1500, the land he found 
was certainly a starting 
one, Columbus’ seven- 
: year rule of the island 
had enslaved a majority 
of the island's native 
inhabitants, which had 
reduced a population of 
afew million free people 
to around 60,000 by 
[500. He hears reports 
of Columbus selhne 
young girls into sexual 
slavery and complaints 
that Columbus and his 
brothers would mutilate and humiliate anyone who 
stood in their way. The man who now has his own 
national holiday in the United States was eventually 
sent back to Spain in disgrace, but the Spanish 
monarchs did not imprison or hang him: stripping 
him of their patronage and his tithes had nearly 
broken an already sick and ailing man. 

Columbus’ legacy is defined by his passion for 
discovery, but some modern accounts are perhaps 
quick to forget he was a conquistador by name 
and by nature, Driven by a desire to chart and 
define the New World, Columbus had not only 
discovered new lands, he had helped establish a 
Western footing that would continue to expand 
for hundreds of years..[In his later years he wrote: 
‘BY prevailing over all obstacles and distractions, 
one may unfailingly arrive at his chosen goal or 
destination.” While his actions will always have a 
shadow over them, his life-long desire to banish the 
unknown will ensure his name lives on forever. 
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William 
Clark 


The man eRe 





Joh i CA bot 


Explore the New World in the 


name of the Tudors 
Explored: Newfoundland 























A China-bound — 












_ Also: Nova Scotia (Canada); co-charted de ba seafarer who 
Maine (United States) and =. stumbled upon 
John Cabot is believed bymany = co-claimed New York 
historians to be the first European \ the Pacific Zz Explored: New York (United 
to set foot in North America since ee | States) 
the Vikings established Vinland in the lith century. Northwest Also: New Nov 
Under the patronage of King Henry Vil of England, Explored: Oregon Scotia (Canada’ 
Cabot touched down in Newfoundland, Maine and Also: Kansas City, Missouri, ee ep 4 F Hudson’ 
Nebraska, North Dakota le the particulars of Hudson's 





personal life remain speculative, 
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VEYABES have ange been OnE EN 


Politician. Soldier. Governor. 
Explorer. William Clark remains 
one of the most influential men to 
ever chart his own country. At the beginning of the 
19th century, North America was divided between 
the United States, Spain and France. Following the 
purchase of Louisiana from the French in 1803, 

Clark, alongside explorer Merriweather Lewis, led a 
two-year expedition that mapped a practical route 
through the wilds of the northern states. 


‘Elizabeth granted Raleigh 
A patent to explore the 
\ New World” 


— a 





understanding of the New World's geographical layout. 
While attempting to create a direct route to Cathay 
(the medieval name for China), Hudson accidently 
discovered what would become New York. In fact, 
Hudson's mapping of the region was so integral that a 
river was renamed in his honour, 
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The worst expeditions revealed 


Some voy Ages inte the unknown are famous for all the wr OH TEASONS.. 


Le fur) Fi ire 


500 years belie Columbus. a 
Viking discovered the New World 
Explored: Vinland (modern- 
day Newfoundland) 

Viking explorer Leifur Eiriksson's 
travels across the oceans from 


the elements 
Famous for almost circumventing the 
globe in the 16th century, Portuguese 


600 Spaniards die in 

the Gulf of Mexico 

In 1527, the Spanish Crown sent a fleet 

to conquer and colonise Florida and 

the Gold Coast. A mutiny reduced the explorer Ferdinand Magellan 

fleet at the Dominican Republic, whilea miscalculated the size of the Pacific 

hurricane drowned hundreds of Spanish 4=9=§- Oc@an on a voyage to Asia. Most of 

sailors. The remaining survivors washed ‘is 270-strong crew died of thirst and 

up on the coast of Florida, but many hunger long before they mace landfall 

died at the hands of native tribesmen. on Guam, Those who didn’t perish 

Of the 600-strong crew, only four died at the hands of Filipino natives, 
retumed to Spain in 1528. including Magellan himself, 


A fatal race to the 
South Pole 

In 1971, a group of explorers lead by 
Captain Robert Scott attempted to be 


the first people to reach the South Pale, 


but they were beaten in their quest 

by a Norwegian team led by Roald 
Amundsen. These five men - Scott, 
Wilson, Gates, Bowers and Evans - paid 
the highest price and died. Scott has 
since been blamed for poor planning 


but bad luck also played its part as well. _ 








Scandinavia helped establish a 
stronghold in Vinland (the Old 
Norse name for North America). While Icelandic records 
like the Saga Of The Greenianders point out Leifur 
wasn't the first Norseman to place a leathered sole on 
American soil, he galvanised Viking activity in Vinland. 
Although he died almost a thousand years ago, the 
fabled Norse explorer left a mark on Scandinavia and 
North Amernca that still remains. Visitors to St Paul, 
Minnesota, will see a bronze statue of Leifur standing 
proudly near the Minnesota State Capitol, with his image 
symbolising the migration af Nordic people to America. 
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: oe ) This conpniieaniee 
= plundered the 

@ .. South for riches 
™ Explored: Florida 


A captain who lost 
an eye, but gained 7 
® an extraordinary ,/ 





Louisiana and Mississippi. 


f 
legacy ; a dries 
Explored: California Also: Georgia, North 
« (United States) Tennesse, Alabama 
Sarees ; ‘ 7 ama, 

Also: British Columbia . E wriccleak ppi. A as 

(Canada); Washington, ‘ | Oklab ‘Louisiana, Texas 

Ore 

a A Sian sea captain, Gray (United States) | 
a ai IS at oe eet ey ee \ _ Much like English seafarer Henry Hudson, the Spanish 
Pacific coast of his home nation, discovering more ‘ Sir rt V7 ‘f tT alter R f : lei 4 ‘h COT MISTASOE Hens ns ase veltially Stun ie 
regions as he pushed trade further up and down that pyr ee ee re ae CE 
side of the country. He's mast famously credited with \ rage : ; 
the first American circumnavigation of the globe, as \ Poet, soldier, COUTTIET, SPY, esee ion financially Panels Spanish ETeMire but instead 
well as the travelling on and naming of the Columbia | _ jy Explored: North Carolina, found a land rich with gold and silver deposits, (ust) 
River in 1792. To this day, many geographic features | 4) South Carolina and untamed. While he is most famous for having the 
in ae eoe and Oregon bear his name to marl: his ; | , Also: Georgia, Florida SG ee ee ee a by 
historical legacy. f . ited ¢ ) a ce : eae 
ee U r | (United States) Georgia, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Texas, Arkansas, 
I oy Perhaps one of the most famous 


' explorers save Columbus himself, 
Sir Walter Raleigh gained favour in the court of 
Elizabeth |, with his many fabled bounties of treasure 
and exotic items typifying the Golden Age of the 
monarch's reign. Following years of war with France 
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Ja Mes C “00K oe 
Davi ” I I OMPSON 


The “greatest land geographer that 
ever lived" 
| Explored: Nevada 


who met his end in the new worlds farther afield into Asia, Africa and the New World. As 
he discovered well as being farnous for his pursuit of El Dorado (the 
Explored: Hawaii City of Gold), Raleigh was instrumental in the English 


Also: Saint Lawrence Rivet colonisation of North America. In the late-1580s, 
| a | Elizabeth granted Raleigh a royal patent to explore 


(Canada/United States), ae 5 eiaee Also: British Columbia, 

asad lie Costes ap Wenn the New World in the name of the English Crown. adhsorta: (Canada): Oncesnan, 

Polo, captain James Cook's Montana, Wyoming, 

/ name is synonymous with early a a | y : The Westminster-born Thompson 

exploration: He began his career as a teenager when ( l (A f Ue- | bh headed south from Canada 
he joined the Merchant Navy, seeing action in many a into the wilderness of North America and began 
naval clashes of the Seven Years War. Cook then used led Hl J uncovering its secrets. Over a career that lasted most 
his experiencing charting the Saint Lawrence River .y ® of his life, Thompson managed to map a staggering 
during the Siege of Quebec to gain the command of A | | OUezZ 3.9 million square kilometres (1.5 million square 


three expeditions around the world. Cook's travels 
also brought him to the island of Hawaii, where his 


miles) of topography across the Frontier. He started 
| rin | his project around 1793 with his expeditions into the 
A passionate Rocky Mountains, before creating a detailed map of 





expert cartography skills enabled him to chart the 
islands with a detail unrivalled by his peers. He died lot wl trading posts across the region, including Montana 
arate folic eae hile we ee hd ZealoT WhO | : 
ga clash with native Hawaiians during this third 4 | Seen, |! and Idaho. Among other things, the explorer has a 
major voyage in 1779. explored the highway named after him in Canada. 
New World 


~s"" sj . Explored: Wisconsin 
“re (United States) 
* Born in France, Allouez was a 

Jesuit missionary who travelled 

to Canada In order to help solidify 
a senes of missions in the region. As part of his 
religious journey, Allauez regularly came into contact 
with members. of native tribes, which eventually led 
him south into the future United States. His initial 
work setting up a number of missions in Wisconsin 
also coincided with his travels down the Mississippi 
River. His extensive and detailed notes of the areas 
he explored helped the French crown to later claim 
the Great Lakes for themselves. 
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18 On the trail 
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How the Pilgrims found their way to Holland 
before their journey to America 


The Protestant Reformation 

How a single act of defiance sparked a 
wildfire of destruction and religious reform 
that swept through Europe and changed the 
world forever 


England's Reformation 

This is the story of the most extraordinary, 
turbulent, creative, destructive, transformative 
century in English history 























28 Robert Browne 


Behind the man considered to be the 
father of the Pilgrims 


The rise of King James 


Was the new Stuart king really the 
reason the Pilgrims left England for 
the New World? 


Life in Holland 

For the Separatists, life did not turn 
out to be greener on the other side 
of the fence 
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The Pilgr ims before Plymouth 








a 


oe 


— = 
=a 


a eet —S— ee 


LAND 
AND HOLLA! 


How the Pilgrims found their way to Holland 
before their journey to America 
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Forced to worship in secret, a group of Separatists followed 
aaron religion Yn Tels) eeae] bate m ieee Cee Nu gp ep isla cess 


nee ero = en aye oT om al dees mals ee mes ims. Hov WEVEL, 
before they reached that defining point in history, they 
planned to move to Holland where they would be able to 
Bs alae AB I =A a lee ne MPa ee 
became formally organised and two years later, the 
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before they knew tt, the Pilgnms found themselves at the 
port of Southampton. It was here that the Mayflower was due 
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they met up with more Congregationalists who were willing 
to leave their ves behind to start afresh in America. They 


were also joined by other colonists. | i. on do n 
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England and Holland 


4, Another Problem 
Plymouth, England 


see lesta tome OO bent octe acl me ec be eke eens ce mar-|e cake em nl el 
Sp RU Sea se) es Oka ewe Ne hn en | ee 
INT) BOATS Cad ODER eee LTR eke) PR A ll 
smaller vessel was declared unfit for the crossing. The 
Pilgrims hacla choice to make and some bailed, while the 

Mpa peli pe side eno) ee eee lira hee el else m i rhe el come id mele) 
ea cean te eta Oe enc) BT sccg ean SelB TION de UO sees 
September and its next stop was in the New World. 





CTL Overseas 


Amsterdam, Netherlands 

The first stop for the Separatists in Holland was the capital, 

Amsterdam, although they didn't stay there long, The 

8d ORONO sae STN eT OG eee eR ee BCS) rm 

ie bes eee lce GOR M MMOL eel eee mee ll meee SOROS 

mid-1590s, Further problerns lay ahead - while the different 

iS SMe Nit lt Sew EVES e Semin EET bmn alice 

Meyer 0 sl TEAMS OL ins UMNO sorte MOT sM eset] Oh AR SM MNO LEIA RRM Day 

eis UR COM NO Norse hee BEL Me Doha UO be Oo BLA | 3 a M rind 1 7 ¢ é 7 

Clg te fa ae eM RRA TOG ee a et OTM CO SOR Cme NET ere Re pray" a 

made an agreement to settle in the Dutch city of Leyden. GTR als Et 
It was in Leyden where the Pilerims mace their home for 12 
Years and it was chosen with good reasonine - it was 4 
Liss REAL SIR ROR S Deuce an RC mle eee ee eee) ee |e a 

Sees ia mire hes Ree eect TEM (en siete seed cece Ines) 

economic outlook was bleale, Because they weren't technically 

Citizens of the Leyden, they were only able to take low-paying 

| jobs like hard labour, which caused many of them to die 
et UEE MSC RMT RSC eUe MOR) Menem a ene 
assimilate into Dutch culture. Eventually, a decision was made 
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; Leyden rf 
_f" , 4. Hea as Home 
a Rotterdam } an pO 
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They had all seld their personal belongings to buy the 
speedwell, the ship that would take them back across the 
Channel to England. After spending the meght in Delfshaven, it 
shea ae mes ew ele eRe O st NICE ech SRM Nam led Ba 
anchor, ready to start on something new. 
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The Pilgrims bekire Teg 


THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION =") 


J Mar Hin 
Luther’s 
Defiance 


“ie posts his 95 
theses on the church 
door in Wittenberg 

in protest at some of 
the Church's practices, 
including the sale of 
indulgences as a means 
of raising money. 


How a single act of 
defiance sparked a 
wildfire of destruction 
and religious reform 
that swept through 
Europe and changed 


the world forever 
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John Calvin publishes his version N/ And t 140 4 rT 

of reform, Institutes of the a” Ur fe EE i ES 

Christian Religion. The Catholic Took 







Church is now under attack from 
different factions of reformers 
with very differing views, 
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he Peace of Augsburs 
This treaty ends conflict ww iN 
between the Holy Roman Empire and the 
Schmalkaldic League of Lutheran Princes. 
Lutheranism is to be tolerated and on track to 
becoming properly recognised in Europe. 








John Knox, a 
staunch follower 
of Calvin, is 
central to the 
establishment of 
the Presbyterian 
Church of 
Scotland. 

England returns 
to Protestantism 
under Elizabeth | 
following Mary I's 
Catholic reign. 
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Ald keene 
A L mies 
Course witn 


Rome 


Luther publishes and 
circulates a damning 
pamphlet in which he 
discusses the seven 
sacraments of the Catholic 
Church, as well as openly 
criticising both 

the Church and the Pope. 
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The Ultimate The Act of 


ft SN ee 
SACTifice Supremacy 
Thomas More Henry Vill instructs — 
refuses to accept Thomas Cromwell to push 
Henry as Head through an act to make 
of the Church him Head of the Church 
and is executed. § In England. All ties with 
William Tyndale Rome are broken. 
is found guilty 
of heresy for his 
Bible translation 
and burned 
at the stake. 













France at War with itsel f 
The French Religious Wars aay cieeat egies 
are actually 
individual 
conflicts 
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By the time the Edict of ‘ Sere ge ae 
Nantes ends the cofict nearly be “E et : ‘ 
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The Protestant Reformation 
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The Diet of Worms Henry VIII A Question 0 fNu mbers 










summoned to answer questions before At td cks hiavinlitie: | savaneniccl = cake principles of 
the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, challenges the | the Church ' setsout © theology 
Luther's actions are deemed unacceptable | Ui ther SCE atin Rev PROSE eee pate basa mete cba nd dS Bcc rine CE 
and he is condemned as a heretic. He is = SS The Augsburg 
excommunicated by the Pape. In answer to Luther's ed) Confession consists of 


attack on the Church, 
Henry writes his own 
pamphlet Septem 
Sacramentorum, defending 
the Catholic Church, A Taresehcgliesaugie | 
grateful Pope gives Henry the \) yell tees 
title ‘Defender of the Faith,  \Qeanmasmy 
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* of Lutheran Doctrine 





See Charlies V 
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Henry Excommuntca ted | vn Na le'sBiblePublisheo | Anaba pt ist 













Following his divorce from Catherine of Aragon, direct coniteetowith Movement ¢  Adeity 
Henry Vill begins | | the Catholic Church's if Ebe: Movement ts Born 
| Inspired by Luther's dissent, the Swiss 


his own path of 
action in direct 
conflict with the 
Pope. Despite being 


practice of services in iP 7 ce ee ae ere 

Latin, William Tyndale ae ree reformer Ulrich Zwingli forms the 
publishes the first English | 1 : Leen Anabaptists, denouncing the doctrine 
frareision:; These able ta. ie of baptism in children and advocating 


called a ‘Defender read can now question for adult 
of the Faith’, he is the wording and buen y baptisms 
excommunicated by the Church's _<——ee . | ~ fee when they 
the Pope. authority. fe EE = Nate menace tie: tereeteae Mae are old 
enough to 
- confess 


> their sins. 
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The Treaty of Westphalia ends a destructive 
conflict between Catholics and Protestants fram 
across Europe — mainly in Germany. It changes the 
European map and religious tolerance forever. 


Following the persecution of the Protestant 
Huguenots, King Henry IV of France grants them 
religious toleration. It brings civil order but is 
revoked by Henry's grandson, Louis, in 1685. 


The Edict of Nantes The Thirty Years War | Thirty Years’ War Ends 
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The Holy Roman Empire 
consists of approximately 





semi-autonomous states 
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Pcie ao em ee elem ey 
Stefan Lochner circa 1435 








Lngland’s Reformation 





WORDS BY: Derek Wilson 


This is the story of the most extraordinary, 
turbulent, creative, destructive. transformative 
century in English history 


t the Battle of Bosworth Field on 22 
August 1485 Henry Tudor, a Welsh 
upstart distantly related to the 
Lancastrian king Henry V1, defeated 
and killed the Yorkist occupant of the 
throne. No one had any reason to believe this was 
the last clash in what a later age called The Wars of 
the Roses. Indeed, the new king, Henry VIL, spent 
much of his reign fighting off challenges from 
tival claimants. For the next century. his son and 
prandchildren would be haunted by the spectre 
of a premature end to their dynasty. There was a 
fundamental insecurity felt, at the very least, by 
those who had a stake in the political life of the 
nation. But there were other eerie forces at work. 
‘The strongest of those was the communications 
revolution. Today we are very aware of the social 
changes wrought by cornputer technology. Around 
the time of the Battle of Bosworth the invention 
of the movable-type printing press made possible 
the mass production of books, which hitherto had 
been laboriously hand-written. There were at least 
five major aspects of the revolution to which this 
led: the rapid spread of information and ideas; the 
growing demand for education; the development of 





vernacular languages (before this almost all books 
had been in Latin, the lingua franca of scholars), the 
closing of the gap between clergy and laity; and the 
focus of religious life on the written word rather than 
the painted, carved or sculpted image. 
Traditional religious observance for most 

lay people in the 15th century centred on the 
sacraments and particularly attendance at mass. This 
re-enactment of Christ's sacrifice was performed by 
the officiating priest on behalf of the congregation, 
whose involvement was largely passive. Since 
the liturgy was in Latin it is unlikely that most 
parishioners actually wnoderstood the subtleties of 
Christian doctrine. They very rarely heard sermons 
and most clergy were, in fact, ill-equipped to deliver 
them. This is not to say that Englishmen as a 
whole were indifferent to spiritual commitment. 
They attended confession. They belonged to guilds 
responsible for the maintenance of altars and 
chapels. They paid for masses to be said for the 
repose of their souls and those of their loved ones. 
If their imagination was stirred it was largely by 

1aterial objects. Worshippers venerated crucifixes as 
well as statues of the Virgin Mary and other saints. 
They made pilgrimages to shrines where holy relics 
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were housed, such as saints’ bones, fragments of the 
true cross and other personal items related to Christ 
or other holy figures. They sought the intercessions 
of saints when they were sick or in any other 
adversity, But probably the objects that impacted 
Tost stronghy and frequently on worshippers 

were the painted images with which church walls 
were crowded. Biblical scenes were mingled with 
illustrations of incidents from Church history and 
others whose only origin was popular legend. 
However, the most compelling image in mast 
buildings and the one displayed most prominently 
was the ‘doom’, a representation of Christ the Judge, 
receiving some souls into heaven and dispatching 
others to Hell, [t would be no exaggeration to say 
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that it was concern for their ultimate destiny that 
kept most people obedient to the Church, Even so, 
there is clear evidence of anticlericalism and heresy. 
Scepticism and downright hostility extended from 
alehouse mockery to popular literature such as 
Shin of Fools by the German Sehastian Brant, a best- 
selling satire translated into English in 1509, Even 
many bishops were angry with the poor quality 
of the clergy, many of whom were ill-educated, 
Incompetent and, in some cases, immortal, But none 
of this struck at the doctrinal roots of the Church. 
The people who did that were the Lollards, 
The name, of Dutch origin, was used to describe 
people of vanied unorthodox views who ‘mumbled’ 
or ‘lalled’ their opinions. They gathered in small, 
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scattered communities, mostly in southern England. 
They had two major beliefs in common. One was a 
rejection of transubstantiation - the philosophical 
basis of the mass which claimed that, by the act 

of consecration, a pnest actually changed bread 

and wine into the flesh and blood of Chnist. By 
claiming that the sacramental elements were merely 
symbolising Christ's presence Lollards struck at the 
Magical power that separated priests from ordinary 
mortals. The other was their commitment to the 
English Bible, Back in 1408, English Church leaders 
had banned unauthorised translation of the Latin 
Vulgate into English because they feared the spread 
of the ‘heresies of John Wycliffe, a 14th-century 
Oxford don who had challenged aspects of Catholic 





England's Reformation 
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In the wake of the Spanish 
Veith eed Pa gna be 
satirising leaders of the religious 
establishment emerged 
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teaching, claiming biblical support, and had set in 
hand an Englished version of the Vulgate, Qver the 
next century, members of his sect had completed 
his work and the: 
studied the Bible together, convinced tts authority 
qutranked that of the Pope. The Lollards were a 
small minority who, for the most part, kept a low 
profile. From time to time. the bishops launched 
Campaigns against them, but without much etfect. 
Most Lollards came from the humbler strands of 
society - artisans and semi-ecucated tradespeople, 
By the early-l6th century their unconventional 
thinking was running parallel with the Renaissance 
humanism embraced by many of the mtellectual 
elite. Basic to the new approach was a reappraisal of 


‘ Lollards, in their secret meetings, 


distanced themselves from the pamphleteers but the stigma of sedition stuck and many radicals felt their only 
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Classical authors and a challenge to ‘scholasticisrm, 
the educational methodology of the medieva 
Church. In terms of the wider relizious life of Europe, 
there were two developments causing fundamental 
rethinking. One was a revived interest in Ancient 
Greek. This sent scholars back to early New 
Testament documents (some recently discovered) 
and suggested that the Latin Vulgate, basic to all 
Church teaching, was capable of being re-interpreted. 
The other development, as the term ‘humanism 
Suggests, Was a new emphasis on humanity - life in 
the here and now, as opposed to life in the hereafter. 
All these subtle changes were straining the fabric 
of mecieval religious life. Therefore, when in 1516, 
the German monk Martin Luther made a frontal 
assault on basic Catholic doctrine, parts of the 
structure collapsed with remarkable rapidity. Luther 
suggested the Greek biblical word rendered by the 
Vulgate as ‘do penance’, should really be translated as 
repent’. This and other challenges gave power to the 
individual to determine their relahenship with God 


John Wycliffe, the English 
religious reformer 





The Pilgrims before Plymouth 


‘Unfortunately, the new monarch, Elizabeth I did not 
share their vision, She inherited a kingdom Jivided on 
matters of religion” 


and undercut the power of a mediating priesthood, 
Ten years later an Oxford scholar, William Tyndale. 
defied the authorities by publishing an English New 
Testament. This rapidly becarme the most explosive 
book in the nation's story - partly because of its 
Lutheran glosses. Though banned, it was widely 
read, and though some people were burned at the 
stake for possessing it, nothing stopped its spread or 
its Influence. The English Reformation was well and 
truly under way. 

Nothing would have stopped it, but political action 
by King Henry VIII strengthened its impact. At the 
same time that Tyndale’s book began circulating, 
Henry fell out with the Pope. Determimed to end 
his mamage to his queen, he looked to Rome for an 
annulment. But, for various reasons, the Pope was 
unable to gratify his request After years of mounting 
acrimony, Parliament passed an Act of Supremacy 
mm 1534. This established the King and not the Pope 
as the spiritual head of the English Church, which 
in effect became a state department. To strengthen 


his position and minimise the threat of Cathobe 
backlash, Henry had to win the support of radicals 
and employ some of them in the government's 
propaganda campaign of preaching and writing, 
His principal agent in achieving this and the man 
put in charge of religious policy was Thomas 
Cromwell, someone who, as historians are now 
recognising, was a convinced Protestant (though 
the word would not be used in England curing 
Henry's reign). Cromwell oversaw the dismantling 
of English monasticism and established clase links 
with Protestant states abroad. Though a reactionary 
court coup had Cromwell removed from power 
and executed in 1540, he had done enough to 
ensure that supporters of the ‘New Learning were 
dominant in English political life anc assumed 
control when the nine-year-old Edward VI became 
king in 15-47 

The brief vears of Edward's reien (1547-1553) were 
these in which the Reformation was irrevocably 
established. The Church, led by Archbishop Thomas 
Cranmer, abolished the mass and other Latin rites 
In favour of an English Prayer Book (1549, revised 




















Queen Elizabeth I's 1552). Use of the new book was made mandatory 
San ernie pee ell by the Act of Uniformity (1549), Foreign scholars 
religious dissent in were brought over from the continent to teach in 
the kingdom 


the universities and to undergird the doctrine of 
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the English Church with theology developed in 
such European centres as Geneva and Zurich. The 
ties between English radicals and their Swiss and 
German counterparts were to prove extremely 
Important in the years that followed, 

The adolescent King Edward died unmamed and 
without a direct heir, and was replaced by Henry 
VII's elder daughter, Mary She inadvertently sealed 
the Reformation by attempting to eradicate it. 
Determined to reinstate papal authority and Catholic 
doctrine, she hacl the religious statutes of her father 
and half-brother annulled, re-established the mass, 
purged the Church of bishops and clerzy who 
Tefused to comply and sent to the stake about 300 
Protestant ‘heretics. Although most of her subjects 
accepted this reversal, a substantial minority did 
not. Most of these dissidents nursed their real 
beliefs in secret, but several hundred fled across the 
Channel and found havens in Geneva, Zurich and 
other reform centres. This was absolutely crucial to 
the future of the English Church. In their foreign 
Tefuges they adopted the teachings of Protestant 
leaders such as Jean Calvin in Geneva and Heinrich 
Bullinger in Zurich. When Mary also died childless 
after a short reign in 1558, the exiles returned fired! 
up by what they had seen in the well-established 
Protestant states abroad and encouraged by the 
blood of the martyrs to set up in their own country 
a perfect Christian commonwealth. 

Unfertunately, the new monarch, Elizabeth I dic 
not share their vision. She inherited a kingdom 
divided on matters of religion, At one extreme 
were Catholics who longed for another change of 
regime which would restore the old faith. Some 
were Tecusants - ie people who refused to attend 


The opening pages of 
St Matthew's Gospel in 


William Tyndale’s English 
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Protestant services. They welcomed Catholic priests, 
smuggled into the country from France and the 
Low Countnes, who celebrated mass for them in 
sectet gatherings. Some plotted the overthrow of the 
repime, particularly after Pius V issued a papal bull 
in 15/70 which absolved all Catholics from allegiance 
to the queen. At the other end of the spectrum 
were the Puritans. They were Protestants holding 
Various doctrinal positions but who looked mainly 
to an extreme form of Calvinism for their image 
of the true Church, Several of the returning exiles 
obtained positions in the restored Protestant Church. 
They were determined to work within that Church, 
completing, as they saw it, the work of Reformation. 
Elizabeth loathed all the extremists. She was 
of a moderate Protestant persuasion and liked a 
measure of ornamentation in church (which the 
Puritans condemned as papist). She had a new Act 
of Uniformity passed, which restored the 1552 Prayer 
Bool, with minor alterations (which the Catholics 
considered to be heretical). The queen's instinct 
was to exercise as much tolerance as possible, 
desining only loyalty and outward conformity from 
her subjects. The more extreme Puritans regarded 
this as sinful compromise with the truth as laicl 
down in Scripture. Some ministers refused to wear 
vestments. Some wanted to abolish the office 
of bishop and establish a presbyterian’ form of 
government such as existed in Geneva and which, 
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as they believed, followed the pattern laid down in 
the New Testament. Yet what in Elizabeth's eyes was 
worse was the attitude of sore Puritan spokesmen 
to her royal person. In Geneva the civic rulers were 
accustomed to being guided and held to account by 
the ministers. Some retumed exiles did not refrain 
from telling Elizabeth to her face how she ought to 
behave. In 1576, after such a lecture, she suspended 
the Archbishop of Canterbury from office 

The tensions between the Puritans and the 
supporters of the established Church became worse 
with the passing of the years. In 1588-89 a series of 
pamphlets, the ‘Marprelate Tracts, were published, 
denouncing the alleged failings of the bishops. 
Other radicals did what dissidents (Catholics and 
heretics) hac done before them: they separated from 
the established Church and began worshipping in 
independent groups, By the last years of the century 
the radical finge of English Protestantism had 
become very frayed. Dissatisfaction with the status 
quo produced a sub-culture of seekers looking for 
they knew not what. They teacily coalesced into 
small groups, usually around some charismatic 
preacher who claimed to have found the secret 
of the perfect church Thus were born 
the first English Independents or 
Congregationalists. 

Before the end of Elizabeth's 
reign these extremists 
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England's Reformation 


had their first martyrs. Henry Barrowe and 

John Greenwood established in London their 
congregation which called itself the Brothers of the 
Separation. A fundamental tenet of their doctrine 
was that, unlike the national Church, in which, as 
the Prayer Book stated ‘the bad be ever mingled 
with the good, God's people were easily identifiable 
and distinctive. They could not be tainted by 
association with Christians who were not perfect. 
‘The government had no desire to persecute such 
eccentrics but Barrowe anc Greenwood crew 
attention to themselves by writing pampniets 
denouncing the establishment. They spent spells in 
prison and, in 1598, were charged with the capital 
crime of publishing seditious books, They were 
found guilty and duly sentenced. They were given 
every opportunity to admut thei error but they 
refused and gained what they regarded as a martyt's 
death, It is against this background that we need to 
understand the determination of some Separatists to 
leave their own land. 
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Behind the man considered to be the 


et was the beliefs of a man from the Midlands 
that would ultimately lead to the Pilgrims 
travelling to America. Born in Rutland in 
the 1550s while Queen Elizabeth I was on 
the throne, Robert Browne would come to 
bring many round to his way of thinking, and they 
became lmnown as Brownists. 
The Church of Englancl the state chureh that 
had been set up by Henry VOI during the infamous 
English Reformation, was no stranger to dissenters, 
From the start, Catholics had been angry, and 
there were others who didn't think it was the 
denomination for them. However, it was Robert 
Browne who saw a way out by becoming the first to 
secede fram the Church - and he started his own. 


Father of the Pilerims 


While Browne was educated at the University 
of Cambridge. above all was his dedication to 
Puritanism - he was one of a growing number who 
wanted to purify the Church of England in the 
Teign of Elizabeth T after the constant switching 
between Protestantism and Catholicism. Around 
this time, Puritanism was spread into two strands: 
those who wanted to reform the Church from 
within, and those who wanted to break away or 
separate, hence the name ‘Separatists’, 

After his education, Browne became a lecturer 
at Saint Mary's Church, Islington, preaching 
that individual churches should have their own 
poverning bodies to make their own decisions. 
Churches would be able to appoint their own 


clergy, and the queen and the bishops wouldn't 
have any power, It was all words - until Browne 
decided to put his ideas into action, 

In 1580, Browne created a new church in 
Norwich with his friend, John Harrison. It was 
England's first Separatist Church, and put into 
practice his congregationalist ideas. Their church 
was acting independently, with doctrine being 
decided on by the leaders in consultation with 
their flock. It landed them in exile in Holland by 
1582. Browne had been picked up while recruiting 
members in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, and it was 
only the first of his many brushes with the law - 
over his entire lifetime, Browne was imprisoned 
47 times. 





Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
where Browne is thought to have —— 
eared his degree 1 ig 


It was while in Holland that Browne wrote A 
Treatise of Reformation Without Tarrying for Any im 
which he took aim at the Puritans, accusing them 
of siding with the government rather than what 
Jesus wanted. He then took aim at the English 
government itself, claiming that it had no right to 
Interfere in matters between God and His people, 
It was one of the first writings regarding religious 
liberty to be written in the English language. It 
was putting his thoughts into words that would 
help inspire more people and ensure the longevity 
of his ideas. 

After a couple of years, Browne 
Was allowed to return to England, 


but his influence hadnt waned. In I 

1584, a group of Norfolk clergymen ie 

asked the government for help when coe 
a7 AL 


the Archbishop of Canterbury 
was telling them to tone 
down their Puritan views. 
The clergsymen were 
concermed that their 
congregations would go 
and find mote Puritan 
churches instead of 
staying with them. 
They wrote: “We have 
strugeled to keep our 
church members 
from Brownism with 
great difficulty” 
Browne's influence 
was 50 rife in England 
that religious dissenters and 
SeDaratists were often referred 
to as Brownists up until the 1620s. In 
fact, Shakespeare's play Tivelfth Nieht, thought 
to have been written around 1601 to 1602, even 
featured the word, with Sir Andrew Aguecheek 


mae ie ee el er 
where Browne began 
preaching his Separatist views 





saying: “Tl had as lief be a Brownist as a politician.’ 
Although it had been just over 20) years since 
Browne had set up his Separatist Church, the word 
was clearly still very much in use 
However, despite his strong views and all that he 
had gone through as a result of his views, Browne 
began to turn his back on his Separatist ways. In 
1585 he recanted his teachings and the following 
year became headmaster at St Olave’s Grammar 
School in Southwark, London, and Stamford School 
before finding is way back into the ministry of 
the Church of England. He didn't stop getting into 
trouble, though. He was fined for non-attendance 
and, as a result, some argue that he had probably 
become a Separatist once again. He died in prison 
around 1633 after being arrested for a drunken 
brawl with a watchman. 
Browne's dalliances with the 
law ane his reversion to the 
state religion made little 
impact on how he was 
viewed by Separatists 
after his death. The 
colonists who sailed 
to America on the 
Mayflower held 
their Brownist 
Views above all 
others, which is 
why he has been 
called the founder of 
Congregationalism and 
the Father of the Pilgrims. 
He influenced Separatism, 
going so far as to found his own 
movement and Church; his actions 
opened the door for others to follow in his 












footsteps - it just so happened that some of them 


weTe settling a new colony in the New World. 


Robert Browne 
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sovernment, that meant Browne returned to his 
followers with a reputation that could only help him 
to increase his standing. 
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The rise of King James 





WORDS BY: Derek Wilson 
Taking power in a time of turmoil, King James faced 
plenty of challenges 


é do now with patience expect 
the consummiation of our 
pracious king's coronation, 
after which we hope he will 
hearken him to our motions 
in behalf of the Church. S50 wrote Stephen Egerton, 
a London clergyman, in 1603, Egerton had good 
personal reasons to hope for a settlement of the 
divisive issues that had created deep nfts in English 
religious life during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
Although the incumbent of St Anne's Blackfriars in 
London, he hac earlier spent three years in prison 
for petting too close to the Separatists, Henry Barrow 
and John Greenwood, He was far from being alone 
in the hope that the new monarch would restore 
religious unity to the English Church. But, of course, 
all parties concerned had their own interpretations of 
the word ‘unity’. No one knew what kind of church 
James favoured and, for the time being, at least, he 
Was quite content to leave everyone in the dark. 
James became King of Scotland on the abdication 
of his mother, Mary, Queen of Scots, in 156% when he 
was little more than a year old. Earlier in the year his 
father, Lard Damley, had been murdered, His mother 





was impnsoned by her enemies and subsequently 
fled to exile in England. Therefore, he never knew 
his parents anc his upbringing was in the hanes 

of regents and the tutors appointed by them to 
attend to his education. They were predominantly 
Presbyterians and the young king was soundly 
indoctrinated in Calvinist theology. But there was a 
strong Catholic faction among the Scottish nobility, 
and as he entered his adolescent years, James 
became adept at rehpious dialectic. Three major 
factors went into fashioning the psyche of the man 
whe united in his person the rule of Scotland and 
England in 1603, First, he craved affection. His lack of 
family life caused him to develop close relationships 
with companions, who, thus, came to exercise 
considerable influence. Second, he enthusiastically 
studied theology, a subject in which his reacling, if nat 
deep, was certainly wide. Third, and fundamentally, 
he had a passionate commitment to the sacred 
nature of his office. The pre-Reformation Scottish 
Church had been run by bishops, and though the 
Protestant ‘kirk’ that replaced it replicated much of 
the Calvinist polity, Church-state relations were not 
yet fully modelled on the Presbyterian model, 
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equipment at a German printing 
press in the 17th century 
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Mary, Queen of Scots, who 
abdicated and fled Scotland when 
he was only a year old 
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The Scottish king's dominant concer was the 
same as that of the English queen - asserting and 
maintaining royal authority. Like his predecessor, 
he desired peace, uniformity and loyalty. If power 
came down from above and was vested in Gocl's 
representative in both Church and state, then that 
power could not be challenged. The king might 
choose to delegate authority in certain matters to 
Church leaders, members of Parliament and the 
law courts, but these remained subordinate entities. 
Ministers of the kirk were in no position to dictate 
to the king. James made his politico-religious 
philosophy clear in two treatises, ‘Basilikon Doron’ 
and "The True Law of Free Monarchies’ 

After his long experience of dealing with the 
competing parties north of the border there was little 
the 37-year-old king did not know about wheeling 
and dealing, by the time he antved in London. 

It was the Puritan clergy who handed him on a 

plate the opportunity to display himself publicly 

as a theological expert and a fair-minded monarch, 
ready to give ear to all his subjects. The reformist 
element among the clergy presented him with the 
Millenary Petition, supposedly bearing a thousand 
signatures requesting reform of some practices. By 
way of Tesponse James summoned representatives 
of the senior clergy to a three-day conference held at 
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Hampton Court Palace in January 1604. Some of the 
radicals’ main complaints were aired. Some modest 
reforms of Church practice were agreed (though 
many were not followed up) but the king was far 
from being a neutral chairman. Twice he harangued 
the assembled divines at length and when the 

issue of Presbyterian government came up James 
forcefully made his position clear to the extremusts: 

"If you aim at a Scotch Presbytery, it agreeth 
as well with Monarchy as God and the Devil [If 
episcopacy was abolished] I know what would 
become of my Supremacy, for NO BISHOP NO KING 
_. [F this ts all your party have to say, | will make 
them conform themselves, or else [ will harry them 
Out of the land, or else do worse” 

The king, thus, firmly tied the episcopate to the 
Crown and the Crown to the episcopate; any other 
pattem for Church and state was dead in the water, 
For all Presbyterians and Separatists the change 
of monarch had changed nothing. Even wher, 
Inside two years, the Gunpowder Flot exposed the 
lengths to which Catholic extremists were prepared 
to go, there was no shift of royal policy in favour of 
Protestant extremists. James by then had already 
opened negotiations with the old enemy, Catholic 
Spain. It is doubtful whether he was serious in his 
threat of harrying ultta-Protestants out of the land 





POE Fem e eo mcd en ne) Cece ao 
PO mC wR ibe Cem Geli 
King James before ultimately 
joining the Mayflower Pilgrims 


Py PBA 


a a. é 


aa 


i 
a F a 
a : a 


e-" 


a 
er) 
Ry tM 
vedas 





The rise of King James 





7 


lames’ S de} tinit 


BO teas Pom ee oe 5% 
Ts CUNY Ti iis Wi th S 


} 
5 ct atti. wi 


Basilikon Doron 


10% Of Ri HLUS as ‘littl 


; 7 cy i 
: foas re} lected 


noble fa crions 


In 1599 James VI of Scotland printed a ‘Royal Gift’ (‘Basilikon Doron’ in Greek) to his 
elder son Henry, Duke of Rothesay. It was a treatise on ‘kingship’, as that word was 
understood by its author. James counsels his heir to concentrate on three things. First 
comes his duty to God, an obligation stemming from two facts - ‘first, that he made you 
aman’ (ie a member of the superior half of the human race) ‘and next that he made you 
a litthe God to sit on his Throne, and rule over other men’. His second responsibility was 
to his people. This needs to be based on firmness. James claimed to have discovered 
this from bitter experience: ‘when | thought (by being gracious at the beginning) to win 
all men’s hearts [...] | by the contrary found the disorder of the SO and the loss of 

thanks to be my reward’. Third, James dealt with 
‘household management’ - Henry's dealing with 
his court, a subject that ranged from personal 
dress and table manners to careful choice of 
attendants who knew how to keep secrets. 

‘Basilikon Doron’ has to be seen alongside 
another treatise by James published in the f 
previous year. ‘The True Law of Free Monarchies’ [f- 
set out more straightforwardly the principle iy 
of the divine right of kings. it rejected the 
claim urged by some political philosophers 
that legitimate rule was based on a contract 
between king and people. Drawing on his own 
strugele with nobles and ministers of religion, 
James denounced Catholics, Puritans, fractious 
parliaments and any subjects who sought to 
thwart the will of their divinely appointed 
sovereign. In practice, James ternpered his 
royal behaviour when he became King of 
England. His son, Charles |, who succeeded 
him in 1625, did not. He fost his head, 
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‘James was deliberatel ly forming alliances with nations on 


both sides of the reli ligious 0 divide” 


but several of therm began to question whether 
they could, in good conscience, continue to be loyal 
suibjects of James Stuart, 

One such was William Brewster (c.1566-1644), 
a gentleman of a good Nottinghamshire family, 
His father was bailiff of Scrooby Manor, an estate 
belonging to the Archbishop of York and also 
postmaster on the Great North Road, which entailed 
keeping a good supply of horses for royal officials, 
merchants and other important travellers moving 
to. and from the capital and the queen's court. As 
such he was well informed of all the latest news. 
More importanthy, he was well known to the leaders 
of East Midland society at the peak of which stood 
the queen's favourite, Lord Robert Duclley, Earl of 
Leicester, his brother Ambrose, Earl of Warwick, and 
William Cecil, Baron Burghley, all of whom were 
champions of the Puritan cause. Brewster senior 
was, therefore, well placed to set his son's feet on 
the ladder of preferment. Young William was sent 
to Cambridge, after which (ca 1584) he obtained 
a place in the entourage of William Davison (or 


Davidson), a prominent courtier/diplomat and a 

man of strong Puritan views who was married 

to a relative of Robert Dudley. Davison's career 

from 1566 to 1586 largely involved representing 
Elizabeth in negotiations with Scotland (where he 
strongly favoured the Presbyterian faction) and the 
Netherlands (where he worked hard to encourage the 
Dutch rebels against Spanish rule) Between 1584 and 
1586 Brewster accompanied Davison when he was 
envoy to the republican Seven Provinces, struggling 
against Spanish rule. When. in 158% Davison was 
appointed principal secretary to the Queen and 
member of the Privy Council, Brewster's further nse 
seemed assured. 

Unfortunately, Davison fell from favour through no 
fault of his own during the crisis over Mary, Queen 
of Scots. He was caught between Elizabeth, who 
desperately wanted to avoid having Mary executed, 
and the Council, who just as desperately, wanted to 
be rid of Mary, an inevitable focus of plots against the 
English queen. In February 158% Mary was executed 
{an act which, in the fullness of ime, brought her 
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son, James, to the throne of England) and Elizabeth 
put the blame on Davison for delivering her 

slaned death warrant to Mary's jailers without her 
permission. It is more than possible that Elizabeth 
had taken a dishke to Davison’s forthright ‘advice’ and 
that this was one reason for making hima scapegoat. 
The secretary was not the only Puritan who, in 
Ehzabeth's opinion, showed less deference to her 
than they should have done. Whatever the reason, 
Davison’s career nosedived and he spent the rest of 
his life in reduced circumstances. 

Brewster's court career also came to an abrupt end. 
He tetumed to Scrooby and toolc over his father's 
positions of postmaster and bailiff He was now 
in the full flower of manhood and threw himself 
enthusiastically into the Puritan cause (and, later, 
the Separatist cause), He used his influence to bring 
tadical preachers to the area. Increasingly he tell foul 
of the Church authorities for ‘gadding about’ to hear 
Puritan sermons and holding unauthorised Bible 
study and prayer groups in his own house. 

Given Brewster's earlier experiences it is not 
surprising that he was out of sympathy with the 
Elizabethan settlement. He would have learned 
much about how different things were in Scotland 
where a Presbyterian regime was, at least partially, 

In operation. He had certainly seen for himself 
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The Pilgrims before Plymouth 


‘Unfortunately, Davison fell from favour During the crisis 


over Mary, Queen of Scots” 


the brave Dutch freedom fighters casting off the 
‘popish tyranny’ of Spain. The house meeting at 
Scrooby was gradually morphing into a gathered 
church, the land of silent protest group that had 
existed on the fringes of English religion ever since 
l4th-century Lollards hac met together in secret to 
read forbidden Enelish Bibles. But Brewster and his 
mends probably had no immediate plans for formal 
separation. For a few years they looked for leadership 
to Richard Clifton, rector of Babworth, some seven 
miles away. They were waiting and hoping for better 
things when James came to the throne. It was their 
disiliusionment with the Stuart regime that made 
them embrace the idea of exile 

In 1605, Clifton was ousted from his living for 
refusing to conform to certain Anglican practices. A 
few months later Clifton, Brewster, John Robinson 
and other attended an emergency meeting of 


radicals at Coventry and it was there that Brewster 
and his friends were among those who committed 
themselves to moving to the Netherlands in 1608. 
Although Robinson was the pastor of the exiles, 
first at Amsterdam and then at Leyden, Brewster 
was looked up toas the man whose social position 
and knowledge of life in the Low Countries best 
fitted him for leadership. He was also, according to 
contemporary accounts, someone who commended 
himself to all by his gentleness and amuability. 

Yet it was Brewster who rousecl the ire of James 
l by going on the religious offensive. He set up a 
printing press from which came forth a score of 
books in Latin, English and Dutch. Some wete 
uncontroversial devotional works but others, written 
pseudonymously by Robinson, the Brownist Francis 


Johnson and the Scottish fugitive David Calderwood, 


wee attacks on episcopacy and explanations of 
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Henry VII's male line died out in 1553. f, eas oe TAG ABES eng bea rap 
Thereafter, any claimants to the English t. st Pree 


Crown had to base their claim on descent mE mete Pe aah 
through the female line. Elizabeth | came ey ate [gba ee 
to the throne as granddaughter of the first / . 
Tudor. Mary Stuart, who became Queen Aletter from Elizabeth — 
of Scotland in 1542, was Henry's great- eed | 
eranddauenter. Until 1567 there was no 

possibility of uniting the two kingdoms and ending long years of cross-border hostility 
(Henry Vill had tried unsuccessfully), Mary was, in fact, half-French and a defender of 
the ‘Auld alliance’ between Scotland and France. Two factors changed the situation 
drastically. Mary was forced to abdicate in 1567 (and subsequently sought refuge in 
England) after giving birth to her son, James VI. Elizabeth, despite the pleadings af 
Parliament and her Council, declined either to marry or to name her successor. To do 
either might create political complications and even danger. In 1585, the two monarchs 
began a private correspondence, largely conceming foreign policy. The succession was 
never mentioned (both writers had learned the arts of secrecy and duplicity). Various 
crises threatened the relationship but the writers continued to assert their mutual 
friendship. Even when Mary, Queen of Scots was executed, James did not allow the fate 
of the mother he had never known to sour his relationship with Elizabeth. He referred 
to her as ‘Madame and dearest Sister’. The interests af both parties pointed in the same 
direction. Elizabeth wanted to minimise French involvement in Scotland and ensure 

a peaceful transfer of her crown. James was determined to do nothing to hamper his 
prospects and his escape from the turbulent situation in Scotland. Beth monarchs 
achieved their goals. 
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the principles underlying separatism. These works 
from what came to be known as the Pilgrim Press, 
were smuggled across the North Sea into England 
and Scotland, King James was furious, not only 
because of the personal affront to his Church 
policy, but also because of the impact the sediticus 
works might have on his diplomatic relations with 
the Dutch Republic and Spain. James, who saw 
himself as a universal peacemaker, was dehberately 
forming alliances with nations on both sides of 

the religious divide, Calderwood was a Scottish 
minister who had clashed personally with the king. 
In lol’, James visited his northern kingdom with 
the intention of speeding up the development of 
full Episcopal Church government and an increase 
in royal authority over doctrine anc practice. 'The 
Five Articles of Perth’ laid down instructions about 
hve contentious topics and this bitterly divided the 
general assembly of the Church. James tried main 
force. He sought a parliamentary statute giving him 
the right to enforce the changes he wanted without 
the consent of the assembly. When this was rejected, 
James went into a rage, “The Scottish Church [J 
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shall find what it is to draw the anger of a king, he 
threatened However, on this occasion he gave way. 

One of those who challenged James's authority 
was David Calderwood, He was summoned before 
the King and engaged in a long personal argument. 
James prided himself on dialectic and was confident 
in browbeating the cleric. Since Calderwood was 
obliged to remain on his knees, this should not have 
been all that difficult, However, he stuck to his guns 
and replied firmly and unflinchinely. Frustrated, 
James berated him as a ‘alse Puritan’ and ‘a very 
knave. He hacl the defiant minister clapped in prison, 
removed from office and deported. Thus it was that 
Calderwood made his way to Leyden. 

There he wasted no time making his case fully 
in print. He gave his account of the proceedings at 


Perth and followed it with ‘A Brief Account of the 
Governance of the Scottish Church’, These were 
issued from the Pilgrim Press in 1618. The English 
ambassador, Sir Dudley Carleton, was ordered to leave 
no stone unturned in getting the press dismantled 
and the operatives arrested. Fortunately - and 
ironically - when the raid occurred Brewster was in 
London beginning to make arrangements for the 
Pilgrims’ voyage to America, He thus survived to play 
the leading role in the establishment of the American 
Plymouth colony. 

The Pilgrim Press also survived - or, rather, gave 
birth to a successor. Much of the print was spirited 
away and taken to Amsterdam where a member of 
the Separatist Church, Giles Thorpe, made use of 
it producing yet more works critical of the English 


The rise of King James 


Church, For several decades Amsterdam was the hub 
of a network of ‘littl Genevas' - groups of believers 
confident that they had established the perfect 
Christian community. They exchanged preachers; 
they exchanged letters; they exchanged books. 
Brewster's printworks was not the only subversive 
Puritan propaganda operation working in the Low 
Countnes. In 1626, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
complained also at the flood of ‘sundry schismatical 
books entering the country from Amsterdam. The 
gathered Church left behind in Leyden was every 
bit as important as the group of passengers who 
sailed on the Mayflower, It was they who, from 

afar, encouraged their brothers and sisters tn Stuart 
England. They were the people who toppled James 
I's son and put an enc to divine-right monarchy 
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Life in Holland 





WORDS BY: Derek Wilson 


For the Separatists, life did not turn out to be 
Areener on the other side of the sea 


hen John Robinson's 
congregation finally made 
good their escape from 
England in 1608 they were 
simply folowing a pattern of 
religious migration that had been in operation for 
over 6D years. 

French Huguenots had fed to England in the 
1540s. English Protestants had travelled to Germany 
and Switzerland (and some as far as Poland) in the 
1550s. Groups of English Catholics had decamped 
to France and the Spanish Netherlands in the 1560s 
and 15/0s. Robert Browne led his followers to the 
Protestant Netherlands in the 1580s. 

By the beginning of James I's reign there were a 
number of Separatist English communities living 
in havens beyond the English Channel and the 
North Sea. By that hme some of them were already 
contemplating migration to Amenica. ‘This tong and 





froing resulted from a clash between two principles 
- religious freedom and the sanctity of the state 
church. Dissenters were seeking the right to believe 
and worship according to their conscience, but civil 
authorities feared that a lack of religious umity would 
mean the loss of political unity and weaken the state, 
The situation was politically acute in the Low 
Countries, where national rebellion against the 
colonial power of Catholic Spain had been going 
on since 1568, By 1608 the northern provinces had 
successfully broken away from Spanish control and 
formed the Dutch Republic, but the war continued 
and the government was understandably anxious 
about immigrant groups of German Lutherans, 
French Huguenots, various Anabaptists, and English 
Brownists - immigrants whose first loyalty was not to 
the Republic. 
The years the English asylum seekers spent in 
the Netherlands were particularly crucial. In 1609 
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Spain and the Republic had agreed the Twelve Years’ 
Truce. The temporary cessation of hostilities had 
taken years of acrimonious hargaining to achieve 
and, like all such compromise solutions, neither side 
was wholly happy with it. As the terminal date of the 
agreement drew nearer the leaders of the Republic 
Wanted to make sure that their state was as secure 
and united as possible to face the prospect of a 
return to armed conflict, The situation was rendered 
yet more complex by the fact that the Dutch 
Republic was a confederacy of seven states (it was 
officially known as the Republic of the Seven United 
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Netherlands, or, simply as the United Provinces), Each 
semi-autonomous political entity adopted its own 
degree of tolerance or intolerance towards religious 
minorities. The newcomers, therefore, had to tread 
very carefully in their religious and political dealings 
with their hosts. 

However, these Chnishan adventurers did not find 
it easy to be circumspect. Having nsked everything 
to flee the draconian laws of the Church of England, 
they were not about to compromise their faith in 
order to live comfortably in a foreign land. For them 
the message of | Peter 29 was mandatory: “You are 
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the chosen race, the King's priests, the holy nation, 
God's own people, chosen to proclaim the wonderful 
acts of God, who called you out of darkness into ns 
own marvellous light.” 

The immigrants who sought a tolerant regime 
that would allow them to believe and worship in 
their own way were not tolerant of the honest views 
of others, Separatists were often at odds with each 
other, In fact, it might well be said that what the 
Separatists were best at was separating. Robinson 
and his party of followers walked into one such spat 
when they arnved. 
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They were drawn first to Amsterdam because 

other Separatists were already established there, 

At their own meeting house in what was known 

as Brownists’ Lane, Francis Johnson and Henry 
Ainsworth presided over a congregation of 300 
brethren of the Separation of the First English 
Church, or ‘Ancient Brethren as they were more 
convemently known, Their assembly went back to 
the pioneer days of the independence movement 
associated with the names of Robert Barrowe and 
john Greenwood, both of whom had been executed 
In London in 1592. Johnson had been fortunate to 
escape the same fate. He had subsequently attempted 
to establish a settlernent in Newloundland. Having 
failed in that enterprise, he had sailed to Amsterdam 
to cooperate with Ainsworth in what was a growing 
and flourishing church, but cooperation was not 
Johnson's speciality. 

The Ancient Brethren acted as a magnet, attracting 
several English dissidents, one of whom was John 
smyth, one of the first generation of Baptists who 
had split from the Church of England because of 
their rejection of infant baptism. It was almost 
inevitable that this fractious group would disintegrate 
The leaders fell out, one of the points of contention 
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Life in Holland 


A plaque commemorating 
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When bands of Separatists travelled to the Low Countries there was a sense that the 
wheel had come full circle. Back in the 15205 Lutheran heresy had begun to enter 
England from Germany via the Netherlands. Banned books, printed an the continent, 
were smuggled inte the country in barrels of wine and bales of cloth. The most 
explosive item of religious contraband was the English New Testament translated by 
William Tyndale who, for several years, made his headquarters in Antwerp. 


The books arrived via east coast ports such as Boston and Hull. From there they 


found their way mainly along riverain trade routes. None was more important than 
the Vale of Trent. It is not surprising, therefore, that one area most seriously infected 
by early Protestantism was the land between Gainsborough and Nottingham. Three 
generations later several men and women from this very area were seeking a haven in 
the Low Countries. Studies of the leading families involved reveal an intricate network of 
radical religious clans in the East Midlands. 

For example, in 1546, John Lascelles, a gentleman of Henry Vill's court, was burned 


as a heretic, John's family were lords of the manor at Sturton le Steeple, 13 miles south 
af Gainsborough. Later in the century John Robinson grew up at Sturton. In 1604, he 
married a local girl and they moved 12 miles to Scrooby. Here, the major landowner was 
William Brewster, a man very active in encouraging the spread of Puritanism. The two 
men travelled together to Leyden with several friends from the same locality. When 
Robinson decided to remain with the Leyden congregation in 1620, it fell to none other 
than William Brewster to lead the Pilgrims on their epic transatlantic journey. 


being disapproval of the way Mrs Johnson dressed. 
More serious issues of doctrine sundered the church 
into distinct fachons: ‘Ainsworthian Browmnists' and 
‘Franciscan Brownists, 

Al some point in this lamentable series of events 
Robinson and some of his party decided to move 
to Leyden. Apart from the personality issues 
Invelved, there were some more hasic reasons for 
this relocation. A more liberal regime prevailed in 
Leyden than that in Amsterdam. Also, Leyden had a 
university (founded in 1575) that, though young, was 
Tapidly establishing a reputation for scholarship in the 
Protestant world. Robinson enrolled there to study 
theology, and he was not alone in taking advantage 
of the academic opportunities available. 

In 1611] the little English community was able to 
acquire some land on which they built a meeting 


hall and some simple dwellings. The southwest 
comer of this city, adjacent to a major marketplace 
and the street unappealingly known as ‘Stinking 
Alley, became the English quarter. 5everal of the 
immigrants learned the cloth trade and helped to 
revive this cottage industry, which had seriously 
declined during the war. Others were gainfully 
employed in a vanety of occupations, from tailonng 
to watchmaking and carpentry to midwifery. From 
this we might surmise that Robinson's people had 
settled well and that their future looked promising, 
but their situation was not without its problems. 
Integration is never easy for either side, The settlers 
had to learn a new language and new customs while 
at the same time not losing their cultural identity. 
The host population had to hold xenophobia in 
check. Inevitably, there were occasional ‘incidents, 
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A fragile peace existed 
between the newly formed 
United Provinces and Spain 
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such as the attack on an English couple by a gang of 
stone-throwing boys in April 1619, 

Everyone, from the city fathers downwards, was 
anxious about what would happen when the Twelve 
Years’ Truce ended, If war returned the government 
of the United Provinces would need allies, They 
looked to England for support, but the United 
Provinces’ harbouring of King James I's dissident 
subjects did little to help Anglo-Dutch relations. In 
these circumstances the wisest course for the Leyden 
settlers would have been to keep a low profile, 

This, it seems, they were unable or unwilling to 
do. They took exception to certain aspects of life in 
Leyden, and Robinson led the way: In public debates 
and written works he challenged the teaching of nval 
sectarians such as Smyth and Johnson and leading 
Dutch theologians at the university, 

William Brewster (c.1566-1644), a senior member 
of Robinson's congregation and aman who, in earlier 


life, had been part of the Elizabethan diplomatic 
service, opened a printworks and published baoks, 
most of which were designed for the English market. eT Tne aon as 
They had to be smuggled into England because they a enn 
were critical of the state church and of James |'s ui 
religious policy, This was scarcely tactful in a country 
that was courting the favour of the English king. 
In 16l7, Brewster and his assistant, Thornas Brewer, 
were arrested, but thanks to the pulling of diplomatic 
strings Brewster was soon set Tree. 
It was poor Brewer who became the fall guy for 
his master's literary indiscretions. He remained in 
captivity and died in jail several years later. But such 
personal controversies were only symptoms of a 
more general malaise. There was a fundamental 
disconnect between the immigrants and the hast 
community. In their quest for the perfect Christian 
church no existing state was ever going to meet the 
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famous living pioneer of English involvement in 
the Americas was Sir Walter Raleigh, In 1617 he 
ae eee mee elle) de ge tee 
Rt ames] 8) le Pe este le | ee 
disgrace and was executed in October 1618. 
Vision and reason were engaged in a tug of war 
eam mae IRE Na Lge | 

~~ Eyelet || 


good enough for them. The liberal society that had 
welcomed them was too liberal to be worthy of them 
in their own estimation. 

For example, the Leyden churches did not practice 
the stnct sabbatananism that Robinson's people 
beheved all Chnstans should embrace. Worse still, 
the authorities turned a blind eye to the continuance 
of a small Catholic community. The Englishmen took 
to preaching to ther netehbours to win them over 
from their errant ways, They tned to preserve their 
purity, for instance by forbidding intermammage and 
conducting their own wedding ceremonies. All this 
did not go down well with their hosts. 

In 1619 the Dutch Government banned Separatist 
weddings as well as public collections for the rehet of 
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their poorer members. The settlers could see nothing 
ahead for their children but the insidious process of 
integration into a ‘woridhy’ culture. By [619 some of 
Robinson's community had already conchided that 
lifé among savage cannibals was safer for their souls’ 
health than life among the ‘fleshpots’ of Leyden - 
but only a minority. 
For some two years Robinson's people discussed 
the possibility of relocating to the New World. 
They faced this daunting prospect with their eyes 
Wide open. They recognised that the rigours of a 
transatlantic voyage and settlement in virgin territory 
among unbaptised heathens would take a toll on 
the travellers, Others argued such considerations 
were a trial of faith. They urged (in the words of 
tne historian of the Plymouth settlement) that such 
hazards, “through the help of God, by fortitude and 
patience might either be borne or overcome’ 
Robinson enthusiastically endorsed the fresh start, 
but he also felt his obligation to all members of his 
church. He mace it known that he would only take 
ship for America if a majority of his congregation 
opted to go. They did not, On 21 July 1620 Robinson 
preached a farewell sermon to those preparing to 
go aboard the Speedwell, a ship they had bought to 
convey them to their unknown future - a ship that 
sadly did not live up to its name, 


The Pilgrims set sail from 
Delfshaven in July 1620 


Why North America? There is no doubt that a 
settlernment in unmapped lands and the opening 
up of new commercial opportunities had captured 
the imagination of many Englishmen. Richard 
Hakiuyt’s monumental Prncpal Nevigations Voyages 
and Discovertes of the Enelish Nation, published in 
1589. was widely read, and many of his countrymen 
shared his conviction that England should take a 
lead in the development of the New World, 
hitherto largely dominated by Spain. Haktuyt had 
enthused to Queen Elizabeth, ".. western discovery 
will be greatly for the enlargement of the Gospel 
of Chnist whereto the princes of the Reformed 
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religion are chiefly bound, amongst whom Her 
Majesty is principal’. That pious sentiment sounded 
very impressive, but the idea of converting ‘savages 
to Christianity came tather far down the list of 
priorities to governments, merchants, mariners and 
investors considering backing hazardous overseas 
ventures. More pressing reasons for establishing 
North American settlements included potential profit 
from the (as-yet-unknown) resources of the interior 
and a possible solution to the pressing problem of 
unemployment Hakluyt even hinted to Elizabeth 
that America might make a useful dumping ground 
for some of her pestilential Puritan subjects. 
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new commercial opportunities captured the imagination" 


During the queen's reign attempts to establish 
permanent settlements had all failed, but James I was 
Interested in reviving colorual armbitions. In 1606 he 
awarded a charter to the London Virginia Company 
for the exploitation of an area between 34° and 45° 
north. A vigorous publicity campaign was launched 
and attracted some LOO investors. 

The first attempt to establish a colony - Jamestown 
- was a disaster. Only 60 of the onginal complement 


of more than 200 survived to be brought home in 
1610. Nevertheless, the company was still open to 
schemes proposed by other would-be adventurers. 

This was the background to the decision of the 
‘Pilgrims’ to exchange the perceived discomforts 
of Leyden for the dangers of Virginia and the 
unexplored wilds of the New World. They had 
much to think and pray about as they sailed from 
Delfshaven on 2 July 1620 
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On the trail 
Having retumed from Helland, the Pilgrims 
set sail for their new life in America 


The Longtime Governor 
William Bradford led Plymouth Colony 

as governor during three decades and 
chronicled the story of the settlement in a 
landmark work 


An impossible start 


With plans made to move to the New World, 


it began to seer like an impossible task 


The voyage of the Mayflower 

A disastrous start gave way to a 66-day 
ordeal of sickness, catastrophe and conflict. 
Discover how, against all odds, the Mayflower 
sailed out of the storm and into legend 


The Mayflower Compact 

Old divisions resurfaced and the passengers 
found themselves poised between civilisation 
and civil war 


| The Wampanoag & first contact 


After 66 days of tedious sailing, the Pilgrims 


reached the New World - then found a land 
full of thriving nations and peoples 


The winter of desperation 

The winter of 1620-21 tested the Pilgrims to 
breaking point amid starvation, disease 
and the uncertainty of the future. 


Two worlds collide 

When the Pilgmms first met their Native 
neighbours, they weren't sure what to make 
of them ~ but soon built a relanonship which 
stood the test of time 


The first Thanksgiving 

How a peace treaty between the 
Wampanoag and the Pilgrims gave birth 
to America’s most popular holiday 
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VOYAGE TO TH 
ORLD 4, Another Problem 


Having returned from Holland, the Pilgrims ; 
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set sail for their new life in America ee ee PET ee ne eer re” 
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ships made their way back to Plymouth, Devon, where the 
smaller vessel was declared unfit for the crossing. The 
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crew and 102 passengers, the ship left Plymouth on 16 
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Plymouth 





Provincetown ‘ 


5, La mi Ahoy! 


After 66 days at sea, the Mayflower finally dropped anchor in 
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coast to present-day Provincetown instead of the Colony af 
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water and fertile land for farming, and so they left Provincetown 
behind them. On 26 December, they settled in their new home - 
Plymouth Bay, Massachusetts. It would be far fromm plain sailing 
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which they could practise their religion freely. 
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Voyage to the New World 
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Rotherhithe, England 
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England, the Mayflower picked up its first settlers near where 
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ship was built more for cargo than passengers, but 
nevertheless it berthed in Rotherhithe to collect the settlers. 
It's worth noting that the settlers who joined here were 
mainiy looking for better prospects, not religious tolerance. 
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5, Back to Safety 

On 23 August, the Mayflower and the Speedwell docked at 
Dartmouth with one goal -- to stop the heavy leak that hac 
sprung in the Speedwell, While the repairs were being made 
in Bayards Cove Harbour, the Mayflower was moored beside 
What is now known to be Pilgrim Hill However, the Pilgrims 
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William Bradford led Plymouth Colony as governor during three 
decades and chronicled the story of the settlement 


- is spiritual awakening occurred early 
in life Asa teenager William Bradford 
committed to the Separahst splinter 
eroup that Getached from the Puritan 
wave of reformists intent on changing 
the Anglian Church from within. Bradford and 
others believed that the only solution was to leave 
the Church of England - spiritually and physically. 

The most influential leader of the 'Pilgriny settlers 
at Plymouth Colony, Bradford contributed to the 





Future governor of Plymouth Colony 
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stability of the settlement, exhibited tolerance 

of those who had come to America but were 

not members of their sect, established civil and 
governmental processes, and made cnucial decisions 
that ensured the survival of the settlement after the 
harsh winter of 1621. 

Bradford was born in late 1589 or early 1590 in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire and expenenced personal 
tragedy at a young age. Both his parents and his 
grandfather hacl died by the time he was seven, and 


while living with uncles he began attending secretive 
religious meetings at Scrooby Manor near his home. 
Although his uncles frowned upon this break with 
tradition, the message of reform and separation 
resonated with the boy, reinforced by the influence 
ol William Brewster, a prominent citizen who loaned 
Bradford books and told stories of the effort to reform 
the Church, 

By 1607 the Scrooby congregation had determined 
to leave England for the Netherlands, where they 
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' Governor William Bradford was instrumental in 
—eweee building relations with Native Americans 
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hoped to tind religious tolerance. Braclford departed 
with the group led by Reverend John Robinson and 
Irved there for 11 years, most of the time in the town 
of Leyéden. Later, the growing influence of the Dutch 
way of life prompted the Separatists to relocate once 
again, this time to North America, 

Bradford arranged the financial support needed 
for the voyage across the Atlantic and was involved 
In negotiations with the government in London 
for permission to settle in the northern part of the 
Virginia Colony. When the journey 
finally began in September 1620, the 
Speedwell proved to be structurally 
unsound, and many of its passengers 
were transferred to the Mayflower off 
the coast of England as both ships 
shared the same destination. The ship Mayflower 
endured rough seas, and its passengers suffered 
mightily in extremely cramped conditions before 
land was sighted in Noverber, far to the north of the 
intended point of arrival, 

Bradford was one of the first men to sign the 
Mayflower Compact prior to coming ashore, He 
participated in expeditions to locate a suitable place 
to establish their settlement. An abandoned Native 
i Village called Patuxet was chosen in December, but 
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A statue at Plymouth honours the 
memory of Governor William Bradford, 
who led the colony for many years 


while he was away Braciords wile, Dorothy, fell 
overboard from the Mayflower and drowned. 

As they undertook construction of shelters, the 
settlers endured termble sickness, starvation, and 
the harsh New England winter, At the height of the 
misery, people died at a rate of up to three per day. 
Bradford survived a bout of illness. By the spring of 
1621, roughly half the Pilerims had perished. While 
working in a field in April, Governor John Carver 
collapsed and then died a few days later. 


Already a man of considerable influence, Bradford 
was elected cavernor of the Plymouth Colony, an 
office that he held intermittently for around 30 years. 
On 14 August 1623, he manned Alice Southworth, 
who had arrived at Plymouth a few weeks earlier 
aboard the ship Anne- 

Desiring to document the experience of the settlers 
at Plymouth, Bradford began to write his landmark, 
two-volume history titled OF Plymouth Plantation 
about 1630. The story of the trials, tnbulations and 


The Longtime Governor 


f 
oe 
oy za 








The Bradford Line ~ 


 Veardetrl acta at FEET 5 oe | ree 
re escendants ai eee i Bre ie: j eel 


a” 


F j a re], i 
te a = Fr Fa a] Flere ad 14 ; ‘ 
Oa aed ae hae tas ear, 

| 


For centuries after his death, William Bradford has 
ONE ES eM COM ee cg amiga ee eee eo a eee aie) n 
Tate Mele cee) Oe i sees] ne) cM geese 
descendants, These noteworthy individuals have become 
RCO Reece nee We ae 
NE eM ag 1a ee oe mee oes ee 
Rdg) el ee ello 
eel ER Eee at eee) ee aA T 8 e kd | ( 
Politiaan Adlai Stevenson Ill, Democratic senator from 
Tate VCE TE creme te El cdea e enn ime gcd 
eNO) tgs eee ee) eee ee mt 
Sree een a ele Lae een eee ge || 
War and opposed Abraham Lincoln in the presidential 
raya) aL a el ee ele ee cee oe 
renowned intelligence operative and chef Julia Chitd, 
EU Ome ane Hoe eee ie eee Celine es Bee 
and Telford Taylor, who was a prosecutor of Nazi war 
criminals during the Nurembere Trials after World War Il. 
Noah Webster, 
SAT a) aCe) = 
3} audio) g rata ere 
are NEE lee | 
founder of Eastman 
Kodak Company, 
SOM Sesh eee 
Doubleday of the 
He ea ey 
PTE SEe le) ) SM circa lee 
descendants as well. 
Playboy founder Hugh 
BA eee, 
aMalee lee tem tee 
Siesai(e came a mn 
Dae bay ed = 
Wee aae ie isi sia| 
See eee 


triumphs of the Pilerims at Plymouth through to 

the year lo+6 has been described as the basis for 
Amencan history, and Bradford 1s remembeted asa 
great storyteller who sought to demonstrate the hand 
of divine providence in the experience for the benefit 
of future generations. 

Bradford exercised tremendous authority, presiding 
over the General Court, the local legislative body, 
while serving as judge and treasurer, He participated 
in the drafting of the legal code that governed 
the colony and reformed the failed 
collecttve agnculture measures that 
restricted production by offering land 
grants to individuals and promoting 
trade With SUrBIUS crop yields. One ol 
five Ten who assumed the colony's 
debt to its financiers in England in exchange for 
fishing and fur trading rights, Bradford and the 
others serviced the obligation for more than 20 years, 
finally extinguishing tt in 1648. 

Active as a leacer of Plymouth Colony throughout 
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his adult life, Bradford is remembered as a moderate : 


who fostered and maintained a common purpose for 
the people. He died at Plymouth, age 68, on 9 May r 
1657 after years of service that laid the camerstone ; 
for the survival and future of the settlement 
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onsidering the uncertainties and risks 
involved in the Mayflower voyage, It 1s a 
wonder that the ship ever set sail. It was 
only the tenacity of a handful of ardent 
Separatists who believed, wrongly, that 
they could establish the perfect church that led 
to the creation of a new colony. They represented 
the harcline element in John Robinson's Leyden 
community, who clung to the original vision of 
creating a perfect Chnistian commonwealth, They 
were the ‘ultimate Separatists, convinced that 
only by shaking off the corruption and doctrinal 
compromises involved in European church life (of all 
kinds) could they live a common life pleasing to God. 
Their options were narrowing, year on year. There 
were divisions in their own Church. There were 
difficult relations with the host community, There 
Was a teal prospect of hostilities beginning again 
between the Dutch Republic and Spain. There was 
no possibility of returning to England. Yet to remain 
in the Netherlands would almost certainhy mean 
absorption into the larger population. 

To join the westward drift of colonists, who, 
over the previous century, had established coastal 
settlements on the vast, unexplored American 
landmass was the only remaining alternative. By 
founding another Eden in virgin territory where 
there were no other inhabitants to exercise a malign 
influence (indigenous savages cid not count), they 
would be able to live the godly life the Creator had 
always intended for humankind. But even the omens 
for this solution were far from encouraging - for 
two reasons. First of all, previous experiments had 
not gone well. The Roanoke settlements (1586-87) 





‘IMS had plucked up courare tor their brave sea 
ut everything seemed to be stacked avainst them 


had disappeared with the presumed loss of all the 
colonists. Attempts to plant colonies at Cuttyhunk 
Island (1602), Popham Colony (1607-08) and Cuper’s 
Cove (1610-20) had failed. Jamestown had only 
survived after appalling disasters which reduced the 
214 onginal settlers to 60. Though some ventures 
launched by various countries eventually succeeded, 
reports reaching Europe spoke of terrible hardship. 
The second problem - and one which for the Leyden 
Separatists posed fundamental, spintual problems 
was that to succeed they would need the financial 
backing and practical support of politicians and 
merchants whose primary concem was material 
gain. The region the Pilgrims decided upon had 
been claimed by England, and its exploitation 

had been granted by royal charter in 1609 to the 
Virginia Company of London (usually known as the 
‘London Company’), a joint stock company. Thanks 
to extensive, government-backed propaganda, 1700 
Investors poured money into the company in its 
first year. What sort of settlers were the London 
Company looking for? From. the investors’ point of 
View the ideal colonists were farmers and craftsmen 
who could rapidly establish viable agriculture and 
cottage industnes. They were certamly not planning 
to provide a haven for religious dissidents. In fact, 
every would-be settler had to acknowledge loyalty 
to the kang ane his Church. It is not surprising that 
the Leyden folk thought long and hard about when 
and where to go, They even considered heading 

for Guiana, where Sir Walter Raleigh's El Dorado 
expedition came to grief in 1618. Several members of 
Robinson's congregation pulled out of the project at 
vanous stages, leaving only a hardcore of voyagers 
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Going to America 


who either believed totally that God was calling 
therm or who, having exhausted their material 
resources, had nothing to lose. 

William Brewster, senior elder in the Leyden 
Church, was charged with the task of travelling to 

London to open negotiations. However, in 1619, when 

King James took objection to Brewster's publishing 
activities and issued a warrant for his arrest, 
Brewster had to go inte hiding, His place was taken 
by Robert Cushman (1577-1625) and John Carver 
(1584-162), both of whom seem to have been men 
of energy and efficiency who, however much they 
deplored ‘worldhy politics, knew how to work the 
system. What they did not know they were to learn 
the hard way. Cushman had had several brushes 
with the law before his departure for Holland. His 


uncompromising principles are clear from the title of 
a book he wrote describing his move to Leyden and 
his lite in the comumunity there: The 
a freatise Showing What is Right Matter Form and 

Government of the Visible Church of Crist, Carver was 
John Robinson's brother-in-law, husband to Katherine 
Robinson's younger sister. He was also a man of 
some means wo invested in the London Company 
and contributed substantially from his own resources 


Ty of a Stone 


to the purchasing of supplies for the Atlantic crossing, 


Finance was, of course, crucial to the enterprise 
and in such matters most of the voyagers were 
naive, Initially they looked to bankers in Amsterdam 
as their principal backers. Then Thomas Weston 
came on the scene, He was a London ironmonger 
and a member of the Merchants Adventurers, an 


ancient association of leading businessmen devoted 
to the development of overseas trade. Weston, who 
shared the convictions of the Leyden congregation, 
handled the smugeling of some of Brewster's books 
into England. He shared an interest in the Amencan 
project and persuaded Robinson's people to abandon 
the Dutch financiers in favour of a consortium he 
set up with some of his Merchant Adventurers’ 
colleagues. He must have been a smooth talker 
because Robinson, Carver and Cushman agreed to 
his contract terms - tenms which gave him almost 
complete control of their operation. Only when they 
atmived in London did the Leyden agents discover 
that Weston was better at promises than deeds. 

The Pilgrims were simply out of their depth when 
dealing with men of the worleL They did, however, 
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fare better when they turned for assistance to Sir 
Edwin Sandys. As well as being one of the leading 
figures in the London Company, Sandys was also 
an enetTgetic member of Parliament and one of the 
Tost adroit politicians of the age. In response to 
his guidance, Cushman and Carver agreed seven 
articles to be signed by the settlers confirming their 
allegiance to the king and the established Church. 
Presumahly the Leyden follk squared this with their 
conscience knowing that without thetr submission 
their project would be dead in the water. Much hard 
bargaining went on between the Company men 
and the Separatists and pragmatism tiumphed over 
principle on both sides, If the Leyden folk had to 
make compromises, so did the holders of the royal 
charter. They desperately needed to find settlers and 
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The sad story of four children 
A treacherous journey turned tragic jor some 


We are $0 accustomed to associating the Mayflower voyage with the Pilgrim Fathers 
that we can easily miss other aspects of the bigger picture. People found themselves on 
the passenger list for a variety of reasons. Several of them were transported away fram 
home, friends and family with no say in the matter whatsoever, Some were servants 

to the wealthier passengers. For example, John Carver and his wife were accompanied 
by five servants. Some were ‘undesirables - criminals, troublemakers or vagrants. 

There was nothing noble about their migration. The saddest - and, certainly the most 
notorious - story of forced transportation was that of the More children. 

Samuel More was a substantial Shropshire landowner who numbered among his 
friends Edward, Lord Zouche, a leading member of the London Company. Between 1610 
and 1614 his wife, Catherine, gave birth to four children. Samuel declined parentage, 
claiming that the infants {two boys and two girls) were the result of an adulterous 
liaison between Catherine and a neighbour, Jacob Blakeway. Catherine never denied this 
assertion. Her claim (which she tried unsuccessfully to make in the courts) was that she 
had been pre-contracted to Blakeway and that her marriage was, therefore, bigamoaus. 
However, the children were, officially, Samuel's and he was determined that none of 
them should have a claim on his estate. Somehow, therefore, the children had to be got 


rid of. He persuaded Lord Zouche to add their names to the Speedwell passenger list. 
Despite the efforts of their distraught mother, the infants were whisked away to London 
and subsequently entrusted to the care of John Carver and Robert Cushman. They 
were entered on the passenger role as indentured servants. It is difficult to imagine 
their mental suffering and it is mo surprise that three of them, within three manths of 
reaching North America were dead. More difficult is it to understand the part played in 
this sordid affair by the high-principled Cushman and Carver. 
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Going to America 


could not afford to be choosey. As for the Pilgrims’ 
agents, in order to achieve their objectives they were 
drawn into duplicity. Though unhappy about the 
compromises being forced upon them by associates 
driven by profit motive they did not refer them back 
to their brethren in Leyden. To have done so would 
have involved them in lengthy wrangling over issues 
of ponciple and could well have led to the collapse of 
the whole venture. Some of the onginal volunteers 
did, indeed, become disillusioned ane pull out 

The Leyden community, it would seem, were 
as ignorant of shipbuilding as they were of high 
nance. They bought a two-masted, 60-ton 
pinnace, the Speedwell, to convey themselves to 
southampton where they would link up with the 
Mayflower, the vessel chartered by the London 
Company for the transatlantic crossing. Pinnaces 
were lightweight craft used in naval activites for 
conveying men, supplies and messages from ship 
to ship or ship to shore. The Speedwell had been 
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There can be little doubt that the exodus 
of the Robinson Separatists fram Leyden 
and the establishment of their settlement 
in America would not have taken place 
without the active support of Sir Edwin 
Sandys (1561-1629), but his activity on 
their behalf does take some explaining. 
By 1620 this venerable politician was 


a major force to be reckoned with. For a ee Cale yne 


many years he was generally recognised 
as the ‘uncrowned king of the House 
of Commons’. But he had no sympathy 


for religious separatists. As a lifelong scholar of theology and Church government 

his position may best be described as ‘moderate Puritanism’. He was a close friend 

of Richard Hooker, whose Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity were the definitive exposition 
of the Elizabethan Church settlement and he contributed handsomely towards the 
book's publication. Sandys denounced Presbyterianism in Parliament and he tried, 
unsuccessfully, to get a bill passed which would have seen Protestant Separatists 
facing the same draconian punishments as Catholic recusants. All people who refused 
to worship in their parish churches should, in his view, suffer all the rigours of the law. 
Why, then, did Sandys give his powertul backing to Cushman and Carver when they 


desperately needed influential friends? 


Sandys’ religious views mellowed with age and he even wrote a book (unpublished 
in his lifetime) urging a degree of toleration. However, it was his commitment to the 
London Company that really inclined him to lend a sympathetic ear to the pleadings of 
Cushman and Carver. Parliament was not summoned between 1615 and 1621 and Sandys 
devoted his considerable energies to the running of the London Company. He waged 
a personal battle against the leaders whose maladministration was threatening the 
survival of the Virginia settlements. In his political battle he needed allies on the ground 
in the New World and thus, despite his dislike of their religious opinions, he could see 
that an influx of Separatists supportive of his policies would be useful. Some of the 
Pilgrims did have influence on both sides of the Atlantic. Men like Brewster, Brewer, 
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laid down in 1577 and was a veteran of the Armada 
campaign. In terms of [7th-century maritime activity, 
at 43 years old the Speedwell was fast approaching 
her sel-by date. She underwent a refit at Delfshaven, 
but either the work was poorly done or the ship 
Was simply too old. One contemporary account 
claimed the new mainmast with which the pinnace 
was fitted was too large and carried more sail than 
Was appropriate to the size of the ship. This would 
mean that undue strain was placed on the hull. 
Alternatively, it might be that the Speedwell was just 
too old. Before she reached England she was already 
taking in water. 

Anxious to be away before the autumn, the 
Leyden contingent embarked at Delfshaven on 
22 July 1620. The plan was that the Separatist 
community would travel in the Speedwell while 
the much larger contingent of London Company 
settlers would be aboard the Mayflower. On arrival in 
America, the Mayflower would be the main means 
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of contact between the Old World and the New, 
carrying new settlers and supplies to the colonists 
and bringing thence a steaclily increasing volume 

of produce, the results of the settlers’ industry. The 
speedwell would be used for fishing and other 
activities in inshore waters. This tidy scheme was 
scuppered before it even began by the unseaworthy 
Speedwell. When the two ships rendezvoused in 
southampton, everyone - especially the crews - were 
anxious to lose no more time. They wanted to be 
away before the autumn gales set in. They were 
frustrated. Further repairs to the Speedwell caused 
another week's delay. It was 5 August before the two 
ships were able to cast off. 

They only managed to remain at sea for a few 
days. Having covered a mere 75 miles they put in to 
the small Devon port of Dartmouth for more work 
to be done on the Speedwell. By 17’ August she was 
as ready as she was ever going to be. But then lack 
of wind prevented them leaving harbour. When the 
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Cushman and Carver were men of substance with friends in the Puritan community who 
could be politically useful, even to such an established figure as Sir Edwin, So, all in all, 
this strange partnership seems to have been founded on the principle, “You scratch my 
back and ("ll scratch yours.’ 
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voyagers did get under way again they managed to 
clear the Channel Watching Land's End slip astern 
the Pilgrims must have thought thei adventurous 
voyage had really begun. But no; the Speedwell's 
Captain was now convinced that his craft could net 
face the open ocean. Once more the ships headed for 
land - this time Plymouth. 

All these stops and starts not only doomed the 
travellers to unpleasant autumn weather; they were 
also eating into the Pilgrims supplies. Mast of the 
Leyden contingent hac had enough. They wanted 
to leave. It was only the obduracy of the Mayllower's 
Captain that prevented them. He had his orders 
from the London Company and they were to land 
as many settlers as possible on the coast of Virginia 
in order to establish a viable colony. He recognised 
the Speedwell would have to be abandoned, which 
meant leaving some people behind. The question 
was, how many?’ The maths was tricky. It was 
obvious that some of his passengers - the old, the 
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very young, the frail - were ill-equipped te face 

the hazards of the voyage, such as the cramped 
conditions and the buffeting by cruel seas. Should 
he therefore pack as many as possible onto the 
Maytlower in order to minimise the impact of any 
losses? Against that solution was the fact that the 
more cramped the onboard conditions were, the 
preater the chance of contagion spreading in the 
unsanitary conditions below decks. There was 

also the additional difficulty that having landsmen 
swatming all over his ship would create additional 
problems for his crew in working the vessel His 
eventual decision was to reduce the total passenger 
complement by 20. Ths left 102 potential settlers for 
the rest of the joumey, Of that number only 41 had 
come from the Separatist settlement at Leyden. 

On 6 September 1620, the Pilgrims and them 
companions bade farewell to their past and embraced 
an unknown future. They would need all the faith 
and courage they had if they were to survive. 
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The voyage of the Mayflower 
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A disastrous start gave way to a 66-day ordeal of 
sickness, catastrophe and conflict. Discover how the 
Mayflower sailed out of the storm and into legend 





* he mayflower was a typical Dutch-style 

merchant fluyt. Short at only 1o0- 

feet long and squat due to inelegant 

superstructure fore and aft to 

protect its crew and cargo from the 

elements, 14 cannon of varying size and power also 

stood primed to shield them [rom man-made threat. 
Tt looks somewhat fussy and top-heavy, but the 





fluyt made the Netherlands a mercantile superpower. 


It was capable of carrying more cargo and being 
operated by fewer hands than precious trade vessels, 
and the design was quickly adopted by the English. 
High masts made them faster, while their pear- 
shaped bows (when viewed from the front) enabled 
them to traverse shallower rivers and coastal waters 
than galleons. 

it was the perfect ship for the age of exploration 
and empire, and for a band of religious refusenilks 
looking to establish a new life in the New World. 


Rated at ISO tons (meaning it could carry 180 
casks - or tuns - of wine), the Mayflower carried 
all the tools deemed vital to the raising of a colony, 
from weapons and eunpowder to grinding stones 
and saws, to cooking utensils and locks for doors 
yet unfashioned on houses still to be built. Though 
passengers journals note two clogs - a spaniel ancl a 
mastilf - there's no record of any livestock, although 
they might have brought chickens with them. 

The Mayflower's master at the time - 50)-year- 
old Christopher Jones - had spent the last 1] years 
tacking back and forth across the Channel, taking 
French wine north and Enelish woollens south. 
Aside from a bnef trip to Norway with a mixed cargo 
of trade goods, and possibly a whaling expedition to 
Greenland, he had littl expenence of treacherous 
open seas. 

In that he looked to his first mate, Robert Coppin, 
who claimed to have sailed to New England, and his 
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pilot, John Clark, who had taken cattle to Virginia 
In 1611 and 1618, and was once hauled to Cuba asa 
prisoner of the Spanish. 

The drama with the 5peedwell had seen patience 
and provisions both sorely tested, and after nearly a 
month on board within sight of the land they were 

trying to escape, the mood had tumed malodorous 
some Pilgrims had already given up their places and 
limped home, despite the efforts of the hard-headed 
governor Christopher Martin, 

A further challenge to morale came from the clash 
of cultures. The Speedwell mainly carried families 
of Separatists from Leyden, whereas the Mayflower 
Carned prospective fur-trappers trom the London 
Company of Adventurers, who the Pilgrims called 
‘Strangers’ Both bands of passengers - one set 
driven by economic opportunity and the other set 
by rebeious fervour = had kept mosthy to their own 
in the preceding month, but now these motley 102 
souls were forced into close proximity. 

Wary of potential conflict, the congregation's 
pastor, John Robinson, urged patience and 
co-operation. This was no small ask given his 
followers were chiefly defined by their sense of self- 


nehteousness, self-imposed exclusion, and God-eiven 
exceptionalism, which they believed set themselves 
apart from the great heathen unwashed. 

On 6 September 1620 the Mayflower made 
its third and final departure from England on “a 
prosperous wind,’ It was a wind that the Pilgrims 
soon came to despise. Almost immediately, the 
passengers began to suffer seasickness. Few had 
travelled extensively, knew what their voyage 
entailed or had a decent enough grasp of georraphy 
to know where they were headed, The majority 
bedded down on the gun deck (or ‘tween deck’ as it 
lay between the exposed upper deck and the cargo 
hold), erecting crude pa 
of makeshift cabins. Sitting beneath the dripping 
boards as the ship creaked and rolled in dim lantern 
light, they would have been absolutely terrified. 

In the timeless tradition of veteran seafarers 
everywhere, the crew had their fun with these 
queasy novices. The Yorkshire Separatist Wilham 
Bradford wrote in his memoir OF Piynouth Plantanor, 
620-164 

“There was a proud and very profane young 
man, one of the seamen, of a lusty, able body, which 
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Mayflower Il, a replica of the 
original launched in 1956 


made him the more haughty; he would ahways be 
contemning [an archaic word meaning to treat with 
contempt] the poor people in their sickness, and 
cursing them daily with grievous execrations, and did 
not let to tell them, that he hoped to help cast half of 
them overboard before they came to their journey's 
end, and to make metry with what they hac.” 

The righteous were afforded some measure of 
stnug satisfaction when the not-so-ancient mariner 
became one of the voyage's two fatalities (the second 
being the indentured servant William Butten}: 

"Tt pleased God before they came half seas over” 
recalled Bradford, “to smite this young man with a 
grievous disease, of which he died in a desperate 
manner, and so was himself the first that was thrown 
overboard. Thus his curses light on his cwn head.” 

Hammered by western gales that flung the ship 
so widlently that leaks had to be desperately plugged, 
a main beam cracked and threatened to break, 
and crewmen feared being swept into the roaring 
Atlantic, Jones had the Mayflower ‘lie ahull, The sails 
were furled, everything on deck was tied down, and 
the ship was trusted to the tde, which gently turned 
It leeward to bob gently amid the squall 








So deceptively tranquil did it now appear below 
decks that the indentured servant John Howard, sick 
of heaving wp his guts in the gloom, elected to take 
in the sea air. Ambushed by the sudden pitch of the 
Mayflower in the gale, Howard was flung over the rail 
and would have been lost to the cold depths had his 
hands not found the topsail halyard - the rope used 
to raise and lower the topsail - trailing in the water. 
With the manic strength of someone determined 
to live at all costs, Howard clung to rope even as It 
dragged him ten feet or more below the waves, until 
at last he was pulled back on boarcl. 

Nonetheless, the raging storm caused some 
dissent among the crew, Now over halfway into their 
voyage, some felt they had eared enough to tum 
back, rather than gamble on the full payment and 
die a watery death. In the enc, Jones held firm, anc 
assured them of their safety. 

"In examining of all opinions,” wrote Bradford, “the 
master and others affirmed they knew the ship to 
be strong and firm underwater; and for the buckling 
of the main beam, there was a great iron screw the 
passengers brought out of Holland, which would 
raise the beam into its place; which was done. The 
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‘Jones sailed carefully tracking the depth with a weighted 


line and following the long, 


carpenter and master affirmed that with a post put 
under it, set firm in the lower deck, and other ways 
bound, he would make it sufficient. And as for the 
decks and upper works they would caulk [seal] them 
as well as they could, and though with the working 
of the ship they would not long hold firm, they 
would be safe as long as they did not over-stress her 
with sails.” 

The plan had been to land in Northern Virginia, 
which at that time extended north as far as the 
Hudson River, but after duelling both the Westerlies 
and the Gulf Stream - both unknown to mariners in 
the [7th century, but both contributing to the two 
Tnonth passage by reducing the Maytflower's speed to 
an avetage of two knots (two miles per hour) - they 
were wide of their course. With only rudimentary 
means of navigation - a compass and a cross stick, 
which calculated north-south positions alone - Jones 
was Unsure just how far they had wandered. 

Disease was skittering between the decks like a 
rat, festering in the damp, confined quarters for lack 
of fresh produce and decent sanitation. Jones knew 
they had to put ashore soon. Finally sighting land 
on.9 Novernber after 65 days at sea, the passengers 


sandy shore’ 


clustered on the upper deck to blink in wooary 
wonder at the shoreline of the Cape Cod peninsula. 

"The appearance of it much comforted us.” wrote 
Braclforcl, “especially seeing so goodly a lane, ane 
wooded to the brink of the sea. It caused us to rejoice 
together, and praise God that had given us once 
again to see land.” 

With no charts in his possession that showed the 
waters south of Cape Cod, Jones sailed carefully 
tracking the depth with a weighted line and 
following the long, sandy shore. With the wind finally 
at their back and ushering them onwards, the ship's 
master Was hopeful of making good time to the 
mouth of the Hudson. 

At around Ipm, as they reached the southernmost 
tio of Cape Cod, the tide began to tur against them, 
the wind dropped and the water with it leaving the 
Mayflower at the mercy of the treacherous Pollock 
Rup. A shifting maze of sand, shoals and shipwrecks 
between Cape Cod and Nantucket Island, it looked 
as though they would have to spend the night 
embraced in its "dangerous shoals and roaring 
breakers,” until at last, just as the Sun began to set, 
the wind began to pick up in the south. 
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Discover what life was like on board the ship that 
took the Pilgrim Fathers to America 


The ship's crew lived on the upper decks. In total, 26 men 
are believed to have manned the Mayflower on its legendary 
journey. The master or commander was Christopher Jones; 


The Mayflower is one of the most famous ships 
associated with English maritime history. After 
successfully transporting the Pilgrim Fathers to a 
new life in America during 1620, the Mayflower 
was often regarded as a symbol of religious 
freedom in the United States. Originally, however, 
it was a simple cargo ship that was used for the 
transportation of mundane goods - namely timber, 
clothing and wine. While statistical details of the ship 
have sadly been lost, when scholars look at other 
merchant ships of this period, they estimate that it 
might have weighed up to 182,000 kilograms. It is 
sugested that the ship would have been around 
seven metres wide and 30 metres in length. 


regular crew lived in a room called the forecastle, which was 
found in the bow. Accommodation was cramped, unhygienic 
and highly uncomfortable. It was constantly drenched by sea 
water, and the officers on board were fortunate in that they 
had their accommodation in the middle of the ship. 

During the historic voyage, the Mayflower carried 102 men, 
women and children - these Pilgrims were boarded in the 
cargo area of the ship, which was deen below deck where 
the living conditions led to seasickness and disease. The 
Mayflower set sail from England in the July of 1620, but the 
ship was forced to tum back twice because a vessel that had 
accompanied it began to leak water. Many problems affected 
the Mayflower and its crew during the voyage. There were 
serious threats from pirates, but it was storm damage that 
was to prove problematic on this journey, In 
the middle part of the expedition, severe 
weather caused damage to the wooden beam 
that supported the ship's frame. Fortunately, 
however, it was repairable. 
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LEFT: The 
Maytlower 0 replica 
docked at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts 


The beakhead is the protruding 
part of the foremost section of 
the ship, 


Forecastle 
Accommodation for the common 
sailors, the men slept here when not 
working on deck. 


he occupied the quarters situated at the stern of the ship. The 


Several accidents also occurred, including the near 
drowning of John Howland, who was swept overboard But 
then rescued, Less fortunate was a crew member who died 
unexpectedly. Considered by all as ‘mean spirited’, his demise 
was Viewed as a punishment from God. A child was also born 
during the voyage; Elizabeth Hopkins called her son Oceanus. 

The ship reached Cape Cod safely on 11 November 1620. 
The religious community, who were hoping to start a spiritual 
life in the New World, thanked God for their survival. 


‘The Mayflower set sail from 
England in 1620, but was 
forced to turn back twice” 
















The voyage of the Mayflower 
















- a | | Great cabin 
Inside the The quarters assigned to the ship's 
M ay flower master, which had a second bunk 


for asenior officer or guest. 
The Mayflower was a cargo bo 
ship that could be divided into I | 
three levels, which included 
oem Sree pcre Capstan and windlass 
decks. which contained the An apparatus that enabled the 
staff quarters, gun rooms and sailors toraise and lower cargo 
storage areas. Below this, the between deck levels. 
hold contained passengers. 


Poop deck 
Used for lookout and 
navigation, the poop 
deck provided the 
sailors witha wide 
View actoss the sea. 










Whipstaff 
A pole that was attached to the 
tiller, It was used on T/th-century 
ships for steering purpases. 










Hold 

The hold is the deepest section of the 
ship, [twas used to store cargo and 
accommodate Passengers. 
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As the ship altered course for New England, old divisions 
resurfaced and the passengers found themselves poised 


between civilisation - ano civil wat 





The signing of the Mayflower 
Compact in the great cabin of the 
Mayflower on 11 November 1620 


s news of the ship's changing course 
filtered down below decks, the barely 
suppressed divisions of the previous 66 
days burst to the fore. The passengers 
dn had been given permission to settle 
In Northern Virginia by the London Company of 
Adventurers, placing them within the writ of the 
Virginia Colony and the overreach of England, but 
where they were now heading lay outside of the 
remit of ‘civilisation. 

Bradford described in his memoir OF Pharnouth 
Plantation, 1620-164? “discontented and mutinous 
speeches that some of the Strangers amongst them 
had let fall trom them in the ship; That when they 
came ashore they would use their own liberty, for 
hone had power to command them, the patent they 
had being for Virginia and not for New England’ 
Those Strangers, more closely aligned with 
the Company, were aware that survival 
~and success (the Colony was only 
calculated to turn a profit if 
everyone worked) - depended 
on them sticking together. 
The bullish governor 

Christopher Martin, 
traditionally no Mend to 
the Separatists, knew that 
they needed a binding 
agreement before they 
made landfall, and he 

found unlikely allies in the 
Leiden congregation. The 
Pilgrims had lived in both 
the tolerant civil society of the 
Netherlands and suffered in a 
kingdom where church and monarch 
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were indivisible, and where their worship was seen 
as a threat that bordered on treason. 

separatist pastor John Robinson felt that although 
his Pilgrims could be marshalled into backing the 
party line, gaining the support of the Strangers relied 


on guaranteeing a civil rather than theocratic régime. 


He argued for a consensus that would suit all, and a 


leader chosen by popular vote. Robinson outhned his 


behef in a letter written before their departure: “You 
are become a body politic, using amongst yourselves 
civil government, anc are not furnished with any 
persons of special eminency above the rest, to be 
chosen by you into office of government,” 

With weapons, strength of mimbers and their 
veteran soldier Myles Standish, the Separatists could 
easily have made their point through strength of 
aqins, just as the more mercurial of the Strangers 
could have hatched plots to provoke them, Cool 
heads mercifully prevailed, 

The assembled drafted the Mayflower Compact, 

a simple vow that bound all present together “into 

a Civil Body Polthe, for our better ordenng and 
preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid: 
and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute and 

frame such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, 
Constitutions and Offices, fram time to time, as shall 
be thought most meet and convenient 
for the general good of 

the Colony, unto which we 
promise all due submission 
and obedtence.” 

Despite Martin's late burst 
of conciliation, his dismissive 
and contemptuous attitude 
to the Pilerims still rankled, 
and he was voted dawn 


eae, 





A silver half-dollar issued in 1920 to celebrate 
cee ain ay 





as govermor. In his place was elected John Carver, 
‘a pentleman of singular piety” who had helped 
otganise and finance the voyage. 

By nightfall on 10 November, the Mayflower 
rounded the northern tip of Cape Cod and sailed 
into the sheltered natural harbour in the crook of the 
peninsula. The next morning, the passengers pressed 
together in the ereat cabin, and beginning with 
Carver put their names to the document. 41 men 
signed nine did not - mariners on One-year contracts 
and travellers too sick to leave their beds. No women 
siened, and would not have been expected to. 

They were now 3,000 miles from England and 
500 miles from the nearest English 
settlement, and the land stretched 

out before ther was sandy, desolate 
unfamiliar and wunnvitine. 

“They had now no friends to welcome 
them,” reflected Bradford, “nor inns to 
entertain or refresh their weather-beaten 
bodies, no houses or much less towns 

to repair to, to seek for succor” But it 

was home, 





5 # | > | = — ia Mia, a 
“le | | | | i ' ioe | 
» Pits cet! | | | 


; BWR AA ASlA QO fr FE at 


eG YS The Mayflower Compact 


= ~ Se i | at seein ae 
=. | == f 















| 










fone { fds Lkave comdifion comfidered) might | 
any Pafent; and'm Some refuel more teny, | 


~~ 
fee fy fhe +1 





Bradford's copy of the he fu | } 

Bo miw bai te forme was ae fofowelf i 
(eee eS MIRO ea ence 

' hot survive 






Ls 





Vy 608 fener be rohofs MAPAES are ncdersrilen. E 
p Mepecrs of <i tl dread foueraignd Lov d Kxine Tame: 
my ¥ ftacs of cod, of great Arttaine, france Sreland hia 


d fone of y faith, 67 - 
ander$ IM, for y gtaris- Si 
} 


the Logue 





















epee =f. fm fa o if qook, ant a Fuanch mortky- 
fea honour of our RES counter d- RPayaghfo 4 
plant § first Colonic ony Hae-hio 2 nl a eo 1 
hy thefe preferts oe ee cag tee Sef Virgina Dos 1% 
ie aad Solemn Y Emutuaty my vrefence of got,and @ 
One of another Couenant, G Combine our f/efues f > eatyer ante x 
Cimc® Lody poltrch ; for gf hohe indeine wprdiconton C jut 
therance- ofy en a oferylard ; arid by steele fearof te fnacre ’ 
Constitute , and frame [hich just @ e uct Lames, ord: natces, } 
Acts, contitutions (k offices from Lionel fo Aime, as [Aal Ld Lkought 
mos? meete é Comunentent! ry general good. of ¥ Cofpstia- ant, 
mkich we promife al due subrre fron and ols diencé. eft iwitows 
mheref we kaue here vader suLferibed our names al Cap = 


- fh § “ . a ; — 
Codd ¥ Tt of Hewes Ser my year of ¥ rage of our Soucrarpd 


f 











= 


i | , art f E i 
Lord king an eS of Snoten F francs c frelanct yen Lomi 
‘af 





ge al pe: . f « m, a a 2 
= anc of Scotlanet y FN 5. fourt, . Air: Gini - 7, aot ; 
7 | ) eae he AP, SH OOP eg : a | 
PT , ela J: th tats they cholo or rather c on fir mod aw STofin Catult/aman | 
SF a oy a a) if te a 
7 a NM a }, ward Ones —r , wet " 7 CP -f ve 7 (* vac if fi. wr otce z af3e 6 mrs ? tA E Pre } fA ett: ¢ eoulPesio fe - that z 
oe a | F ial A An ee oe ae Zo shel Pa oe i a ell Year Kael a tf a 7, ide cf a a a if fs 
re Pea eae . | : ft f a er PAC y At ce t. rerti c re ae a Fer Hs vie foerr io }* 4 
eee ee kale ae te Al e dns . u 


onli | slain ee aa 


) 5 fr f 4 Bs f: : | “ 
’ Comen® 5-; ons omhsch wees Leng we “bo & mg PY emp of foals 
ae Rea ae UCM ane Melee eel 1 ae foal pf f i ro G pe “\ , Pp. 
Siar aa Oe mt Q 1mfem soars a~, ain 1cAMCS of diver’ \) and bec ~4 
the voyage of the Mayflower was scarcely spoken of, so 7 i - eee J os fi cAn¢ Sof dinercy ) a as ! 3 
maha Po ear eepace ar eareteab belratar rani! are es n Sa fe 4 “ sf. , _ og ao | 
ae ee ogre ee ee gece ee [or p- [mak Cobages fe ce the 1 halcd mas : ay food rho | - adonwte 


eee me male ee . Ah : 


fs ac a ‘ , , 
erate }, | | | fr af - sf Z ae fe 
Se we inne mentee (ee vy mols Tnr Com fa tht of Larue 5,6 29 saike ors £ a Lf jor ther r 
Rise eRe MUM chai em Meee me cien cite ela Cia iv ack 4, aA . |. ae ‘ : ; . 
Det=Melete nancies MILO Ca emer] me nce le ees ail * ee eae ae as y MPC of fe of Li fir Co nett: 


pets Ae Eee le ag eee ee tron dy Ye tur: fy fd. ce 
y . vd Feguers , sae Radin fhorunte xs megane occafron 





eee de: CO ete deed au ff. | mm ole far 
aeRO ohne anoles na eee eyo] oo Jereratl f' LES , an a ale t ad ex wire : 
choosing their leader and laws, and choosing where they bon , Lt e/eé f Me 7 a | 
ri 3 : , ' le ' : or iy a a F “ 2 a = tw 
male Ose iem =r del ce Ji d é ake “ (fo L8g mt gs dh “7 fo wrt of J aFuit A. le a nfen 
Lema e eames e ced t= lnle Be ere nic ce ne THE Hatt 195 ,a ono 11 gst fo mr an of anietdi O48 / feck oF eae re 
- planted by royal warrant and named in honour of | eH other ; £ { th | : u ee ee 
Elizabeth | and James | respectively. fis “™ . vy were fea “a? gurl od (* QUEI~Co pit i y y py 
eee MALL a1 ee 188 heme pat enc} apr a fl ce 4 he "oe “a. 
ee ne aerate be pf. fe ee pe te As ( (fue Carrad? of tht AGS xi yf Z - a ' 
that the legend became a central pillar in the foundation an bear } arf nfh cha “uk arth, a G : a C/., on ~ Ue 
myth of the United States. f f “ f La 7 ae Sy FOPCaT AK et y eat zi 
2a50ns | But thal wArcx was sos cadd Le 3 
z MOK? Cae , ra adtelih a: - f- . 
esateM ee Ce Erte ele ee ee 5 # G. é — Fal, vi iS haf hs 


eke R Nee ye ee ER Com U a ss (ere (eg cele a a8 oe 3 . Ten? fk A my ¥ ot & o o of bhe 11“ Com pian f ye A cebot ot “ 


character of the Mayflower became a rallying point for a 


™ ef an: Se , e. ’ | Fs | o: 
eee me eee ROME gm eee o eC pobre ary, boing y doete of oo atom, and we ating ‘ 
le ee =e eee) ee to y firs cf ofA Ce oft " rX¢ 3 Boh +10 el nt ce oo rts - C Cur > re ; 

a iu" hs 7 na! 








yy Some of the signatures of the 
ewes Eee 


: William Bradford first left 
] 3 anrdg Ealtn_™ 


iam Drahferd- Pot hos B vere er Lereg rme “Kit ‘ 






a, “ i 
ort hee =a 





oe ee ee ie -iaagge 


—— 


— bt 


After months of sometimes arduous and 
often extremely tedious travel aboard the 
Mayflower, the Pilgrims were then faced 
Cee ORM Lome Lee Pe bad 
there were no shelters on land 
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(they hoped) expanded and Mae iee seo cee cells! 
needed to find a site that would be economically 
viable and would be a hub for trade, as the Pilgrims 
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the investment from merchants back in the Old 
World - and despite crossing a vast ocean to get half 
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could not be so easily escaped. 

Their final consideration was to find a space 
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Those aboard the Mayflower in 1620 intended to 
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different region entirely. 
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sharp & violent, & subjecte to cruell & fierce stormes, 





dangerous to travel to known places, much more 
to search an unknown coast. Besides, what could 
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So said William Bradford, a member of the group 
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fledgling colony. But despite his assertions of the 
region being a “wilderness” and of “wild men”, the 
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now as New England after John Smith's 1615 
reconnoitre, or the Northeast Woodlands, was a 
UAT Ah um TeT=Mm NICO ATTN Meret OO WIAA ATNID A SatS] From ile) 8) Lace 
FEnW ede letersi Mee Psat 

By 1600, North America is estimated to have had 
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America has been inhabited by humans for at least 
12,000 years and by the late 16th and early 7th 
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Massasoit was the Wampanoag great sachem, 
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MASSASOIT AND THE PURITANS, 


tribes and hundreds of villages. With an estimated 
papulation of two million in the loth century, it 
was one of the most populated parts of the entire 


continent. The nations in the Northeast Woodlands 


were semi-sedentary and relied primarily on 
agriculture far food. They had strong similarities 
in terms of language and culture, the two biggest 
linguistic groups being Algonquin and Iroquois, 

It was a region of dense woodland and 
undulating mountains, with relatively mild 
summers and often harsh winters. John Smith, the 
English explorer of Pocahontas fame, described 
the region in glowing terms in 1615: “to each of 
their habitations they have diverse Townes and 
people belonging; and... more then 20 habitations 


and rivers that stretch themselves farre up into 


the Countrey, even to the borders of diverse great 
Lakes, where they kill and take most of their Bevers 
and Otters, From Pennobscot to Sagadahock this 
Coast is all Mountainous and Iles of huge Rocks, 
but ovetgrowen with all sorts of excellent good 
woodes for building houses, boats, barks or shippes: 
with an incredible abundance of most sorts of fish, 
much fowle, and sundry sorts of good fruites for 
mars use.” 

The Native Americans in the region had 
complex political relahonships, different to a 
unified nation system that would be recognised 
by Europeans of the time. Though comprised of 
individual tribes, they were often linked into larger 
proups by alliances and cultural affinity, but with 
each band maintaining its own chief. 







From modem Quebec and down towards the 
Massachusetts coast, the Algonquins were a people 
of individual groups and chiefs, with a common 
language and culture. They were at several] 
points at war with the Iroquois Confederacy, who 
inhabited the area around the Great Lakes, and 
made alliances with nearby groups in opposition 
to them. They were influential in the Northeast 
Woodlands, as the Algonquin language (or 
Variations of it) were widely used. 

south of the Algonquins, and with a similar 
language, were many nations, notably the 
Penobscot, Massachusett, Wampanoag, Nauset, 
Nipmuck, Pequot and Narragansett. The 
Natragansett were becoming a dominant force 
in their immediate area around Narragansett Bay 
and Rhode Island by the 1600s. They had recently 
coalesced the Wampanoags, Nipmucks and Niantics 
into alliances in which they were the dominant 
partner, receiving tribute from their junior partners. 

The Wamipanoags, meaning ‘People of the first 
light’, inhabited land around Cape Cod Bay down 
to Narragansett Bay, and the islands of Marthas 
Vineyard (or Noep to the Wampanoag} and 
Nantucket (Natoket), The Warnpanoag comprised 
somewhere between 6500 and 45,000 people - a 
fairly alarming tange of estimates, though the 
median 15 probably the most realishe mumber - 
distributed widely in the area in communities of 
perhaps 100 to 200 people. There were perhaps 
40 to 69 distinct tribes that comprised the 
Wampanoag. They were a loose association, but 
were headed bya ‘preat sachem, who was a sort of 
chief-in-chief, Although Europeans considered the 
ereat Sachem a monarch, this was not the case, as 
he had limited powers, especially compared toa 
European king of the era. 

Like many of the people in the area, the 
Wampanoag survived ona combination of hunting, 
fishing, gathering and farming, predominantly 
maize, known to the Europeans as Indian com’, but 
also squash and heans - a commen combination in 
the Northeast Woodlands, termed the ‘three sisters’ 
by the Iroquois. Many of the tribes in the region 
made a “meal of parched maize. This meal they 
call nokak. It is so sweet, toothsome, and heavy, 
that an Indian will travel many days with no other 
food but this meal, which he eateth as he needs, 
and after it drinketh water,” according to Daniel 
Goolan, who lived in the Plymouth settlement 
In the 1600s. The French explorer Samuel de 
Champlain also described seeing “tobacco and roots 
which they cultivate, the latter having the taste of 
an artichoke”. The land provided plenty of food, 
and the Wampanoag people were clearly skilled at 
utilising their environment to sustam themselves 
with a varied diet. 

The Wampanoag were a seasonal people, 
setting by the rivers and coast during the summer 
to fish and fanmn, before moving inland for the 
winter. During the warmer months they lived 
in domed huts that they called wetus. When de 
Champlain had visited the region over a decade 
eather, he had described the wetus as “Tound. and 
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covered with a heavy thatch made of reeds, In 
the roof that 1s an opening of about a foot and a 
half, whence the smoke from the fire passes out 
Nush-wetus, larger rectangular wooden homes that 
would house several famibes, were used during the 
winter months. 
The different ty 
to demonstrating that a sedentary existence was 
uncommon and far from easy in the region at 
the time - something the Pilgrims would soon 
experience for themselves. 
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others, the fire; and like vanities. Yet generally they 
acknowledge one great supreme doer of good; and 
him they call Woonand, or Manitt: another that is 
the ereat doer of evil or mischief; and him they call 
Mattand, which 1s the devil. 

There was considerable turmoil in the region, 
brought about by brutal epidemics among the 
Native Americans. Believed to be one of smalipox, 
yellow fever or leptospirosis, among other illnesses, 
it devastated entire communities and 15 estimatec 
to have killed as much as 90 per cent of the 


‘Though composed of individual tribes, they were often 
linked into larger groups by alliances’ 


The Wampanoag, ke other Algonquin- 
Influenced peoples, beheved in Spiritualism. ‘They 
believed not in a god but a creator, and that there 
were marly spirits, many of which were based on 
the landscape and nature, such as rivers and the 
wind, Because of the multitude of languages and 
tribes, the chief creator went by many names, 
including Cautantowit and Woonand. Daniel 
Gookin related Wampanoag beliefs as they had 
been explained to him: “Some for their God, 
adore the sun; others the moon; some the earth; 


population in the region, The survivors were 
severely weakened, and also most likely deeply 
suspicious of Europeans, having suffered so 
catastrophically in the wake of previous explorers 
and traders. 

It may be apparent that the contemporary 
sources quoted so far have all been European. The 
peoples who inhabited the Northeast Woodlands 
followed an oral tracition and had no formal 
system of whiting, so contemporary sources 
must necessarily be from the Europeans. That 





The Great Epidemic 
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By 1620, the Wampanoag people had been severely 
weakened, Recent wars with neighbouring groups 

had been costly, but most damaging of all were the 
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that “the people not many, being dead & abundantly 
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English, wherin thousands of them dyed, they not being 
able to burie one another; there skulls and bones were 
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The epidemics that swept through the region have 
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yellow,” as reported by Gookin. However, Professor 
Sherburne F Cook concluded that yellow fever would 
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have led them into contact with yellow fever in order to 
transport it. 

Professor John S Marr and John T Cathey sug@ested 
leptospirosis, a disease that spreads through rats’ 
urine in water. They point to the high fatality rates and 
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Going to America 


Wampanoag and other peoples’ stories and histories 
are translated into and communicated through the 
prisin of European laneuares, prejucices, beliefs 
and agendas undoubtedly distorted the truth and 
the story from their perspective. 

Religion was especially hard to communicate, 
as Europeans and the Pilgrims in particular 
strugeled to see beyond their own interpretation 
of Chrishanity, and so Native American behets 
were often simply dismissed as ‘savage’ before the 
inevitable attempt to.convert them to Christianity 
began. Many of the stories kept alive by oral 
iradition for thousands of years were sadly lost 
following European settlement and the near- 
catastrophic losses incurred by disease and war 


European exploration 
As has been seen, despite being blown off course 
from their intended destination near the Hudson 
River in Virginia as it was then, the Pilgrims didn't 
fall into a region entirely unknown to Europeans. 
since Columbus first opened up the New World in 
1492, adventurers, fortune-seekers and explorers 
from Europe had descended on the continent of 
America - 4 process that, by the 1600s, showed 
no siens of slowing down, After Amerigo Vespucci 
Tevealed mainiand Amenica, a Tait of explorers 
sailed both north and south along the coast, still 
searching forlornly for easy passage to the Far East. 
The first notable exploration of the northeast 
refion was conducted by French explorer de 








"| Champlain, who had various expeditions to the 
) region from 1605 to 1618. He was perhaps the 

first European to visit the Wampanoag in 1605, 
| drawing a rudimentary Map and charting their 


rough position, “The next day we doubled Cap 5t. 
Louis, s0 named by Sieur de Monts, a land rather 
low, and in latitude 42 45° The same day we sailed 
a two leagues along a sandy coast, as we passed 
: along which we saw a gTeat many cabins and 
gardens, he wrote. 
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The Age of Exploration saw European sailors and vessels 
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Was no guarantee of knowing where the ship was. 
There was no reliable way of working out a ship's 
longitude until the middle of the 18th century, so 
navigators tended to take cautious paths before 
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and then heading east or west until they reached 
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areas and blew east to west across the Atlantic. 
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Triangulation of position, using trigonometry, would 
have been useful, but even highly successful explorers 
such as Samuel de Champlain “shows little knowledge of 
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wete always keen to portray the northeast as a 
bountiful place where everything that was needed 
was Waiting. John Smith was just as effusive: “Who 
can desire more eantent. that hath small meanes: 
or but only his merit to advance his fortune, then 
to tread, and plant that ground hee hath purchased 
by the hazard of his life ? If he have but the taste 
of virtue, and mMagnanimitie, what to such a minde 
can be more pleasant, then planting and building 


‘Should they attempt to move south, despite their weak 
condition and in spite of the seasonally turbulent weather” 


Adtiaen Block, a Dutch explorer, also 
comprehensively charted the area in 1614, claiming 
mich of it for the Low Countnes. John Smith, 
the English explorer who would Jater establish 
Jamestown in Virginia, also explored the region 
In 1615, naming it New Englanc. His later map, 
which was Based on the charts he created dunng 
his voyages, was a cunous mix of native names 
and anglicised ones, especially after the young 
Prince Charles was shown Smiths map and given 
the opportunity to rename places. Among mary 
others, Accomack was changed to Piimouth, and 
Aumoughcawegen to Cambridge. 

The European explorers, no doubt somewhat 
tempted to exaggerate the magnificence of the 
land they had explored to boost their glory and 
encourage further funding for future expeditions, 





a foundation for his Posteritie, gotte from the rude 
earth, by God's blessing & his owne industrie, 
without preyudice to any?" 

Any potential settler to the region, such as the 
Pilprims, may well have been tempted and swayed 
by Smith's outpouringes, to the extent they were 
prepared to cross a great ocean and start their lives 
from scratch. While the niches of the region may 
have heen exaggerated, it did at least mean that the 
Pilgrims were somewhat forewarned about what it 
had to offer. 


From the vast ocean to 

a sea of troubles 

It was this complex world filled with many peoples 
and nations that the Mayflower dnfted towards 

in late autumn 1620, After the 66-day journey 
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used to establish latitude by measuring 
the angle of the Sun to the horizon 


but used basic navigational and surveying procedures,” 
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astrolabe or cross Staff”. 
It was therefore no surprise, with rudimentary 
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the Pilgrims - or Saints as they called themselves 
- were running low on. supplies, and scurvy, the 
result of a vitamin C deficiency, was startine to be 
felt among the cramped and weary travellers. 

The Speedwells leakiness and eventual 
abandonment had delayed the Pilgrims’ passage by 
a month and, perhaps due to travelling later in the 
year, the second halt of the Maytlowers journey 
Was marred by storms and foul weather, at times 
requiring them to drift and go where the sea took 
them, Having aimed for Virginia, where they had 
received permission trom the Virginia Company to 
establish a settlement, the Mayflower eventually 
brought them further north, and their first sighting 
of land in the New World was Cape Codon 9 
November. Upon seeing the shore, the Pilgrims 
were “not a little joymull’, according to Wilham 
Bradford, a member of the group and future 
povernor of the colony 

The Pilgrims now faced a dilemma - should they 
make landfall here, in a place they knew little about 
and Nad no right to settle, or should they attempt 

o move south, despite their weak condition and 

in spite of the seasonally turbulent weather, in 

order to reach Virginia? After deliberating among 
themselves, they opted to travel south, as the 
weather at that moment was still fair “to find some 
place about Hudsons river for their habitation, 
according to Bradford, However, it was far from 
their best decision, and Bradford recounted that 
“after they had sailed... aboute halfe the day, they 
fell amongst dangerous shoulds [shoals] and Toaring 
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breakers, and they were so far entangled there with 


as they conceived themselves in great danger: & the 


Wind shrinking upon them, they resolved to bear 
up againe for the Cape.” 

They succeeded in returning to Cape Cod, and 
on 1] November 1620 the Pilgrims finally set foot 
In the New World. Bradford, such an excellent 
source of contemporary information, captured the 
mood of both jublation and trepidation at their 
somewhat precarious predicament: "Being thus 
armived in a good harbor and brought sate to land, 
they fell upon their knees & blessed the God of 
heaven, who had brought them over the vast & 
Tunous ocean, and delivered them from all the 
perils & misenes therof, againe to set their feete on 


The Wampanoag and first contact. 


the firm and stable earth, their proper element... 
But hear | cannot but stay and make a pause, and 
stand half amased at this poore people's present 
condition... Being thus passed the vast ocean, and 
a sea of troubles before in their preparation... they 
had now no fends to wellcome them, nor inns to 
éentertaine or refresh their weatherbeaten bodys, no 
houses or much less townes to repaire too, to seeke 
for succoure.” 

Having no night to settle in this region even by 
European standards, the Pilgrims drew up the 
Mayflower Compact, which established a legal 
basis for a future settlement in New England. The 
Pilgrims, then, had made it across the ocean and 
had landed in what is today Provincetown. 
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But far from leaving their sea of troubles behind, 
the unfortunate settlers found themselves once 
again in tempestuous waters, perched on an 
exposed cape that they had never intended to set 
foot on just as winter was setting in. They had 
already been ship-bound for months, and the 
idea of remaining on the ship for the winter was 
unpalatable to say the least. 

On board the Mayflower was a smaller vessel a 
shallop, and the Pilgrims and crew of the Mayflower 


began to reconstruct it (the shallop having been 


disassembled in order to fit in the Mayflower), 
Meanwhile, expeditions began to explore the cape 
on foot, and later by shallop. A small group of 
explorers soon encountered a group of six natives 
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groups, with complex political relationships 


and a dog, who fled. The explonng party stumbled 
across a native burial ground and gratefully helped 
themselves to some baskets of ‘corn’ (maize) that hacl 
most likely been left as offerings to the deacl. 

The Pilgrims spent a month scouting the area, 
sending out three expeditions in total. Their search 
parties found more com and burial grounds, taking 
the food back with them. On 8 December, agraup 
of 16 were in camp around the shallop when one of 
the party hurtled back to the main group, screaming, 
“Men, Indeans, Indeans'”. “At that moment, arrows 
came flying from all directions. After a moment 
of panic, the Pilgrims soon returmed fire with 
flintlock and matchlock muskets and succeeding 
In driving the natives away, who most likely were 
from a tribe of Nausets local to Cape Cod, This event 
became known as the ‘first encounter’ It was not an 
AaUSpICIOUS Start, 

A party on the shallop then found a site that 
showed some promise, “It was the best they could 
find, and the season, & their presente necessite, 
made them glad to accepte of it!" Bradford reported. 
By now the Pilerims, having looted local burial 
sites and exchanged fire rather than pleasantries 
with the local people, came to appreciate that they 
were unwelcome on the cape, and’so set off in the 
Mayflower further into the bay on 15 December 
to search further for a suitable spot. Just four days 
later, with “our victuals being much spent, especially 
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beere’, according to Mourt’s Relator, a book whitten 
by several of the Pilgrims, they decided to build their 
colony at the place visited by John Smith over a 
decade before - Plymouth. 


Patuxet 

The exact site they decided to build their first houses, 
With Construction commencing on 25 December, was 
described in Mourt’s Relation as “on a high ground, 
where there 1s a preat deal of Lande cleared, and hath 
been planted with Come three or four years ago, 

and there is a very sweete brook runs under the hill 
side". The Pilgrims had found the former Wampanoag 
village of Patuxet. The village's inhabitants had 

been wiped out by the waves of epidemics that had 
temorised the region In the previous three or four 
years, to the point that almost all of the population 
had been wiped out. 

Patuxet had previously been seen and noted by 
Samuel de Champlain in 1605, which he had named 
Port St Louis - upon entering Cape Cod Bay, his ship 
became grounded at low tide and, while waiting 
for the sea to rise, he sketched a map of the area, 
showing Patuxet and nearby villages thriving, with 
wetus surrounded by corn fields. Patuxet had also 
been seen by John Smith in 1614, which he mest 
likely referred to in his .A Description of New England 
as ‘Accomack’, before renaming it New Pliimouth: 
These earlier visits serve to show that Patuxet had 
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been a bustling community just a few years before the Pilgrims 
arrived - hence why corn had been grown three or four years 
before. But the epidemics had wiped out entire communities in 
a matter of a few years. 

There was only one recorded survivor from Patuxet -a 
man named Tisquantum, better known as Squanto, who had 
survived the disease because hed been kidnapped and forced 
into slavery by Enguish sailors in 1614 before making his way 
home and discovering the demuse of his entire village, He would 
a0 on to play a pivotal role in the Pilerims' story 

The Pilgrims, having finally selected a place for their 
settlement, “began moving their stores onto the land, and 

' hegan to erect the first house for common use to recerve them 
and their goods,” wrote Bradford. Having said that, most of 
the Pilgrims initially stayed aboard the Mayflower for lack of 
adequate shelters, and there were still only around severt houses 
by winter the following year. The first months in they new 
environment proved harsh, and over half of the Pilgrims would 
not see out the bleakness of the treacherous winter months 

‘ However, the remaining settlers determined to stay - they had 
found their new home. 

Meanwhile, the Wampanoagtnbe, probably fearful of 
contracting more diseases that would deplete their numbers, 
kept their distance, until finally they came face to face with their 

i new European neighbours in April 1621, 
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While his vessel was beached, de Champlain 
sketched this rough map of Plymouth Harbor, 
showing a thriving community. This was before 
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American population in the region 


The Wamp 








anoag and First Contact 





i i es 4 = A 9 , . a 
1 ihe vege De 
sa 


pas C 
i e At 


- : 
Prog 


“tell | ten ae 
:. a 


iy 


— 
Lk. ae 


Pie 












Mapping the 
Neer ie! 


Pec e ri i 
id 
F Fall eee. Fa ae itr a ok or A wo de ee ee, | Acari 
While modern maps are Rnown 
ft 


jor their accuracy, trusting a map 


ut ; ae | 


RUA MeO Mee TAL sa Yea? AY 


UG e mig wet eee) Olea ne eee ee 
the technology to sail and navigate across oceans, glonious 
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These, however, limited the communication of 
knowledge. John Smith himself lamented that the 
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whey were Separatists - first in thealory, 
and then in physical aistance trom their 
homeland. When the leaders of the radical 
Puritan splinter group that was originally 
i known as the English Separatist Church 
concluded that their heritage and cultural integrity 
would survive only in the New World, they also 
understood that a passage across the Atlantic would 
be fraught with hardship and peril. 

Nevertheless, after a 66-day voyage of misery 
aboard the ship Mayflower, the Separatists - later 
called the Pilgnms by William Bradford, an early 
leader who left an enduring record of his people's 
experience Wed Aistory of Plimouth Plantation, 
1620-647 - sighted land off the coast of Cape Cod 
on 1] November 1620. The Mayflower anchored in 
Provincetown Harbor, Delays in their final departure 
from England had resulted in a voyage wracked by 
seasonal gales and brought the Pilgrims to America 
on the cusp of winter - hardly an opportune time to 


The winter of 162 0 -? ] pushed the Pilgrim § 10 establish a permanent settlement. 
p oint amid starvation dis CASE A nd at the mouth of the Hudson River - referred to 


Although the Virginia Company had originally 
breakin 
as the “northem parts of Virginia" - the Pilgrims 


t e uUnce tainty of the future were actually far to the north. Unable to reach their 
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been granted a patent for the founding of a colony 
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original destination due to weather and shoals that 
Impeded navigation, they determined to settle in 
Massachusetts, But before any of their company set 
foot on dry land, a political issue arose. Some beheved 
that their location relieyed them of any obligation 

to the Plymouth Council for New England, which 
had financed the enterprise and required them to 
work to pay off their debt. Others believed they wete 
overstepping their bounds without a charter to settle 
in Massachusetts: One group even threatened to leave 
altogether and stnke out on its OWN. 

[he immediate crisis was quieted with the 
ratification of the Mayflower Compact, an agreement 
siened by 41 male passengers that affirmed a “civil 
Body Politic” that would enact “just and equal laws" 
and required “due Submission and Obedience” The 
Compact, derived from the organisational structure of 
Congregational Church administration blended with 
elemertts of English common law, served as the basis 
for a regional government that lasted until 1691 when 
Plymouth became part of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. John Carver 1s credited with the authorship of 
the document - he was its first signer and was elected 
the first governor of what became Plymouth Colony. 

While the Mayflower stood off Provincetown, 
the first Pilgrims went ashore in Massachusetts on 


13 Novernber and set about constructing a small 
Goat called a shallop to ferry supplies. Captain 

Myles Standish, the military leader, and Chnistopher 
Jones, captain of the Mayflower, conducted three 
expeditions in the following weeks, They stumbled 
actoss the graves of Native Americans, appropriated 
stashes of com for the own use and engaged in a 
bnef skirmish with the Native Americans in early 
December. Although there were no injuries on either 
side, this ‘first encounter’ with the Native Americans 
contnbuted to the Pilgrims’ decision to look elsewhere 
for a suitable settlement location. 

Sailing west, the Mayflower reached Plymouth 
Harbor on 16 December and dropped anchor. The 
Pilgrims were not the first Europeans to arrive in the 
area. Captain John Smith, famed as the leader of the 
Jamestown expedition in Virginia, had named the 
region New Phymouth in 1614, and other European 
explorers had preceded him there. The Native 
Amencan Wampanoag Nation had inhabited the area 
that came to be known as New England for 10,000 
years before the first white men arrived, and when 
traders, fishermen and adventurers mingled with 
them they introduced European diseases. Apparently 
around 1619 a ternble epidernic, probably smallpox, 
had decimated the local Native American population 
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Plymouth Colony and also chronicled 
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of the Patuxet tribe. Their once thriving setthement 
was now abandoned. However, the land was cleared, 
and that would faciitate the eventual planting of 
CTOs, Fresh water sources were also nearby. 

On 2] December 1620, the first Pilgrims came 
ashore at Plymouth and chose this high ground, 
later named Cole's Hill, for their own settlement, 

At Fort Hill, a short distance away, a cannon 

Was positioned for defensive purposes. The only 
immediate provisions and shelter remained aboard 
the Mayflower, and most of the Pilgrims decided it 
was best to stay there during the early construction 
of dwellings and a storehouse on the land. ‘Time was 
of the essence as the approaching winter promised 
to take its toll Compounding the urgency was the 
simple fact that months aboard the vessel had left 
the voyagers weak and malnounshed. Many of them 
suffered from scurvy. 

Bad weather plagued the construction effort, but at 
least 20 men remained ashore each night to safe@uard 
the work that had been completed, The structures 
were bunt of wattle and daub, a technique of woven 
wooden strips covered in a mixture of animal 
dung, mud, clay, sand and straw. The first structure 
completed was a common house, which required 
two weeks of arduous labour, Seven of the company 


had already died, including Bradford's wife, Dorothy, 
who fell overboard fram the Mayflower and drowned. 
Eventually, two rows of houses were completed 
and the dirt path between them was named 
Leyden Street in reference to the Pilgrims’ time in 
the Netherlands, A governors house and wooden 
stockade were erected later. At first. only a platform 
was built on Fort Hill to support a single cannon, but 
by the end of December five more heavy guns had 
been brought ashore and manhandled up the slope. 
While the winter of 1620-21 was by no means 
the harshest expenenced in New England, it was 
potent encugh to claim numerous lives among the 
weakenecl Pilgrims, sailors and ‘strangers’ - labourers 
indentured to the Virginia Company (succeeded by 
a Toyal charter for the Plymouth Council for New 
England in November 1620) who were obliged to 
tolerate the Pilgrims’ strict religious customs and 
leadership in exchange for eventual freedom in the 
New World 
During the first winter, 46 of the original 102 
Pilgrims had succumbed to the ravages of the voyage, 
communicable disease or malnutrition. Of the 15 adult 
wornen among them, 13 perished during the first 
winter, and another died in the spring. A year after 
landing, only four adult women were left ale, and 





to see the start of the new season. Many of the men 
whose construction skills had been counted on to 
build the dwellings and structures that would allow 
supplies to be offloaded from the Mayflower and the 
pitiful Pilerims to leave the ship for good were so sick 
that they were unable to work. 19 buildings had been 
planned during the winter, but only seven homes and 
four storage houses were completed. The death toll 
would undoubtedly have been greater had Standish 
not plundered the Indians’ corn stores. 

Bradford wrote of the woeful times and then 
related a startling event. On 16 March 1621 he wrote: 
"A certain Indian came boldly amongst them and 
spoke to them in broken English, which they could 
well understand, but marvelled at it” The Indian was 
samaset, a prominent member of the Abenaki tihe, 
who had been acquainted with some of those early 
European traders and fishermen and haci learned 
their language. He spoke to the Pilerims of another 
Native American, quanto, who was the sole survivor 
of the Patuxet epidemic, and arranged a meeting 
with Massasoit, chief of the Pokanoket tribe, and the 
Wampanoag Nation. 

Six days later, Somoset returned with Massasoit 
and several other members of his tribe, along with 








Squarito. Although shortly after their arrival in 
Massachusetts, Standish and his men had fired on 
Natrve Americans, several of Massasoit’s people 

had been lalled by English sailors during an earlier 
encounter, and Squante had been kidnapped by 
Englshiman Thomas Hurt and enslaved for a tume in 
England before returning in 1619 with explorer Robert 
Gorges, the parties overcame their initial suspicions 
and distrust. 

Governor Carver and Massasoit exchanged gifts 
and soon concluded a treaty that intended peace 
and mutual aid in the event that either people were 
attacked, The agreement, approved on 1 April 1621, 
even provided for the punishment of transeressors 
who might commit crimes against the others. 
Bradford noted that the treaty specified “that when 
their men [Massasot’s warnors|] came to them [the 
Filerims|, they should leave their bows and arrows 
behind thern” 

Squanto served as an interpreter between the 
Pilgrims and the Native Americans, and he helped 
fo ensure the survival of the Furopeans during their 
early months in Amenca. He introduced them to 


Captain Myles Standish and his soldiers come ashore 
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agricultural methods such as planting corn with two 
small fish to serve as fertiliser. He told them of the 
best locations for fishing and where they were most 
likely to hunt successfully, After four months on 
station off the coast of Massachusetts, the Mayflower 
finally set saul for Enelane. 


The tnendship of Massasoit, Samoset and Squanto 


fostered the stabilisation of the Plymouth Colony - 
had their initial encounter been hostile, it is unlikely 
the Pilgrims could have withstood an armed Indian 





assault. Squanto further assisted in the establishment 
of the fur trade, which became brisk and prontable. 

Within days of the Maytlower's departure, Gavemor 
Carver fell ill while working in his garden and died. 
Bradford was élected to succeed him, and by the 
autumn of 1621 the settlement was reaping its first 
harvest, overcoming cruel adversity and suffering to 
achieve a measure of permanence. Although great 
challenges remained, the Pilgrims had established 
their foothold in the New World. 
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When the Pilgrims first met their Native neighbours 


they weren't sure what to make of them - but soon built 
a relationship which stood the test of time 


‘hen the Pilgnms arrived 

hungry, sick and cold to 

Plymouth Rock, it seemed as 

lf the idea of building a colony 

in America was dead in the 
water, At first, it looked as if they were all doomed 

in the first winter, about half of the Mayflower 

passengers had perished. But unbeknownst to 
them, they were being watched by a group of local 
Wampanoag Native Americans. Though the arrival 
of Europeans eventually spelled disaster for the 
indigenous people, at first the Pilgrims needed the 
Wampanoag far more than the Native Americans 
needed them. 

Since the Americas had been explored by 
Columbus in 492, Europeans had been making the 
journey across the ocean to the New World. When 
they got there, they found a bountiful land filled 
with new kinds of flora, fauna and food. However, 
what surprised them most were the tribes that lived 
there. As most Europeans believed they came from 
the highest form of civilisation, they assumed that all 
other peoples must he ‘savages with only the most 
basic of lifestyles, However, Native Americans on the 
Northeast coast were a highly complex and advanced 
society, with intricate politcal structures, strictly 
defined societal Toles and all the luxuries you could 
wish for. 

The Wampanoag of what is now Massachusetts 
were one such tribe. Ethnically they were an 
Algonquian people, but largely functioned 


independently from other tribes. Massasoit was 

an important chief of his people, the Pokanoket 
Wampanoag, and presided over the area the Pilgrims 
would come to land on - which was already home 
to 20,000 people. However, the Pilgrims would not 
be the first white folk he had come into contact with 
- European fishermen, traders and explorers had 
Visited the coastline near him betore. 

The Wampanoag hked what these foreign men 
had to offer - beautiful weapons, household items 
and all manner of trinkets. What was better was 
that they sold these items for practically nothing 

sometimes all Massasoit needed to buy these 
unique and valuable objects was a couple of beaver 
pelts, which were to be found in abundance in the 
nearby forest. 

However, the white men were never allowed to 
stay. They were short, pale and stocky, and because 
they did not speak any language the Wampanoag 
recognised, were Viewed as imimieciately suspicious. 
IL any European tried to outstay their welcome, they 
would find Wampanoag hospitality dried up, and 
they were chased away. While it might sound hke a 
drastic measure, Massasoit and his fellow chiefs had 
perfectly good reason for doing so. As well as foreign 


treasures, the Europeans also brought foreign disease. 


Afflictions such as smallpox were often deadly to the 
Wampanoag, who had no natural immunity to the 
disease, as they had never encountered it before, 
Shortly before the Pilgrims arrived, one such 
outbreak of smallpox brought by European fishermen 
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With outstretched arms, Samose 
Fives a Warm welcome to the 
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Squanto leads Myles Standish 
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Pilgnms dubbed this their first encounter with the 
Native Americans. 

As well as Wampanoag wariness, the Pilgrims 
had other concerns. Having arrived in late autumn, 
the New England winter hit the pilgrims hard. Over 
half of the settlement had perished due to the cold 
and disease, At one point, they grew so desperate 

that they dug up the graves of recently 

deceased Native Americans, and took 
the corn placed symbolically 
inside them to eat. 
However, the hardiest of 
the bunch would make 
it through the worst, 
and by spring there 

seemed to be a light 

at the end of the 

tunnel So, when a 

Watnpanoag man 

called Samoset 

finally emerged 

from the trees in 
March and offered 

hus fmendship, the 


had decimated Massasoit's village. It's estimated 
that between 50 and 90 per cent of the population 
had perished, leaving Massasoit's tribe very weak, 
Other tribes lurked on the horizon, waiting to take 
advantage of their vulnerable position. Massasoit, a 
wise leader by all accounts, was aware of this. 

Of all of these tribes, the Narragansett were by 
far the most feared. They had been clashing 
with the Wampanoag for centuries, 
and kept their eyes firmly on 
Massasoit's nches. Though 
Massasoit didn't relish the 
idea of having white 
settlers for allies, he 
anticipated they 
might be useful, and 
decided to observe 
them. When on 
one occasion they 
were sighted by 
the settlers, they 
fired some arrows, 
though according to 
Bradford “not any one 


of them [Pilgrims] was Pilgrims genuinely 
hurt or hit”. The arrows believed he was a gift 
hit the Pilgrims’ coat rack from God. 


Samoset was.a visually 
striking and tall man, and came 
to the Pilgrims unarmed as a 


At the Plimoth Plantation 
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instead, and the settlers serit 
the strange weapons to England for 
people back home to look at. ‘The 
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Bradford wrote all about the first encounter with the 
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representative of Massasout. [In his diary, Bradford 
describes their meeting thus: “a certain Indian, who 
came boldly amongst them and spoke in broken 
English - which they well understood, but marvelled 
at it”. In conversation, the Pilerims learned that 
samoaset had picked up English trom fishermen who 
frequented the area, and heard all about these new 
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Massasoit offers the Pilgrims 
the peace pipe after signing 
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‘Of all of these tribes, the Narragansett were by far the 
most feared. They had been clashing with the Wampanoag 
for centuries and kept their eyes on Massasoit’s riches” 


people. They gave Samoset some gifts and talleed a 
little about themselves, 

After Samoset had sussed the settlers out and 
deduced that they were relatrvely harmless, he 
returned to Massascit to relay his observations. «A few 
days later, Massasoit himself tured up at Plymouth's 
Hates, along with Squanto, a Patuxet Wampanoag 
who was prized for his superior English skills. 

They came in the hope of making an arrangement 
with these encroachers, who in comparison to the 
Wampanoag were small, dirty and quite crude. 

Another leacing figure of the Plymouth Colony, 
Edward Winslow, kept a journal similar to Braciford's, 
and documented what he saw, Samoset, weanng 
only a loincloth, had brought with him "five tall 
proper men with black stripes painted down the 
muddle of them faces. Massasoit and Squanto were 
at first hesitant, and hid in the nearby bushes as 
Samaset introduced himself once more. When 
Massasoit and a number of Wampanoag warriors 
emerged from their hiding place, the colonists were 
fightened and ran up to the hill where they had 
placed a few cannons. 


A standoff ensued, but thanks to Winslow's help, 
the misunderstanding was clarified and the two 
peoples soon pot down to the negotiations. The two 
sides sat on some cushions and drank home-brewed 
alcohol, with Squanto acting as a translator, 


Squanto’s rise 

Squanto had learned to speak English almost fluently 
but the reason for it was that Squanto had suffered a 
long, traumatic ordeal at the hands of English slave 
traders. A lew years prior to his meeting with the 
Pilgrims, as he was going about nis Business with 
some fellow Patuxet men, they were tempted aboard 
John South's ship with the promise of gifts. Once 
they boarded, they were chained up and threwn into 
the bowels of the ship. 

The next time Squanto saw lane, it would be the 
arid coastline of Malaga, in southern Spain. He and 
his fellow Patuxet were brought ashore and sold as 
slaves, Luckily, they couldn't be sald, because the 
Catholic Church disapproved and declared that all 
Native Americans were free men - making him 
worthless on the market. He was looked after by a 
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Edward Winslow, one of Plymouth Colony’s most 
important people, was a natural born leader - in fact, he 
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waded across the river and offered himself as a hostage. 
Massasoit’s brother tool: him in, and he won Massasoit’s 
Legnaro 
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let them know how the colony was getting on. However, 
his. time in North America was limited, and after returning 
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monastery, who ted to convert Inm to Chrishanity. 

He complied, but only because he knew the monks 

would probably let him go once their work was done. 
Squanto was night, and not only was he freed, 

he managed to secure passage to England in the 

hope he'd be able to catch a boat back home from 

there. Instead, lacking contacts and funds, he found 

himself in London for quite some time. He lived 

with a merchant named John Slany, who partly kept 

Squanto as an assistant, and partly as a cumosity for 
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on Massasait's behalf, because he already knew some 
English phrases, When he greeted the Pilgrims with a 
booming “Welcome, Englishmen!” they could not have 
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and Samoset explained the history of the place they now 
arse ee eRe oe soe cee eee 
(where Squanto's people onginated from), but had been 
left deserted after disease wiped out the population. He 
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visitors to his house to gaw?p at. kither way, Slany 
taught Squanto his English, and eventually put him 
ona ship back to New England 

However, when Squanto finally got home to his 
Patuxet village in 1619, he found everyone there had 
gied of a disease introduced by Europeans. As he 
Wandered through Massasort’s tertory pondering his 
next move, Massasoit took him captive and held him 
prisoner - while Squanto was not strictly an eneny, 
Massasoit didn't guite trust him to roam fee. 

When the Pilgrims came, Squanto was still living 
with Massasoit's band. Squanto proved incredibly 
useful to Massasoit, especially during the first formal 
encounter, when he helped prevent any cultural 
misunderstandings by acting as a translator. 

As Massasoit and the Pilgrims smoked the 
ceremonial pipe together, they agreed first and 
foremost not to ‘do hurt to one another. This created 
a state of peace and security, allowing both parties 
to flourish without worrying about whether one side 
was plotting against the other, Next, the Pilgrims 
agreed to protect the Wampanoag from rival tribes 
such as the Narragansett, in exchange for Native 
Amencan aid that would allow the Europeans to 
treaty also stipulated that should anyone break its 
terms, they would be sent back to their own people 
and punished however they saw fit. 

With a treaty signed - the first between any Native 
Amercans and white settlers - everyone breathed a 
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huge sigh of rehef. Naturally, there was some degree 
of mistrust between the two parties, but now they 
had an agreement tn writing it would be difficult for 
either to go to war. As part of the deal Squanto was 
sent to live with the Pilgrims, so he could show them 
how to survive. 

One of the first things he did was teach them 
how to grow the best food for the new environment. 
The soil and climate were different to home, so the 
Puerims struggled initially to cultivate the same 
plants they could grow in Europe. Squanto showe 
them how to plant Native American staples such as 
com, squash and beans. These were much tougher 
crops. Then, he showed them that dried herring 
could be used as a fertilser. Though it may have 
been pungent, it was plentiful in the nvers, and 
would help plant growth greatly, The rivers could 
also provide fish and beavers, which Squanto showed 
the Pilerims now to caten, 

In the forest, he showed the white settlers haw to 
forage for edible nuts and bermmes. While he was at tt, 
he showed the Pilgrims sturdy building trees, which 
they could chop down and use to finally construct 
some permanent builcings. squanto continued to 
translate, and improved his English. Bradford was 
so grateful for his help that he said Squanto was “a 
special instrument sent from God, for their good 
beyond their expectation”. Once, when he was 
Kidnapped, the Pilerims launched a daring rescue 
mussion to get Squanto back again 
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His help enabled the Pilgrims to thrive. 5o much 

so that in the autumn of 1621, the Pilgrims and 
Wampanoag fot together to celebrate surviving the 
year, at which they feasted on a vanety of meats, fruit 
and vegetables, By this time, Wampanoag trust in 
the Pilgrims hacl increased, after some months hac 
passed without breaching the treaty. 


The mighty fallen 

They were to embark on a trading expedition to a 
Native American village named Monomoy, in Cape 
Cod. Squanto was to be their guide. When they 
anived, they traded beans and coloured beads, which 





sugeests the Pilgrims were now strong enough to 
be able to do business with other peoples. However, 
whilst the English were dealing with their new 
trading partners, Squanto had contracted something 
terrible, He started “bleeding much at the nose”, and 
on their way back to Plymouth, Squanto passed 
away. Without his help it may have signalled the 
end of goodwill between Native Americans and the 
Pilgrim encroachers. 

However, it turned out that Squanto had made 
a number of enemies in life and the Pilerims and 
Wampanoag could get on just fine without him, He 
had ahways been an ambitious man, seeking to gain 
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‘Squanto proved incredibly 
useful to Massasoit, 
especially during the first 


formal encounter” 


whatever he could for himself Having convinced 
Massasoit to ally with the English in the first place, 
he proceeded to plot against the man who had kept 
him captive. Even amongst his new friends, he had a 
reputation for being manipulative anc power hungry, 
so in 1621 the Pilgrims appointed a Pokanoket warrior 
named Hobbamock to keep Squanto in checl. 
Neither was he popular with Massasoit. When 
Squanto had gone to Massasoit ta warn him s 
(falsely) that the colonists were about to kill him, he 
Immediately offered his assistance in brokering a 3 
peace, Massasoit, knowing that Squanto was never 
usually this eager to help, investigated. Sure enough, 
the colonists had no plans to bite the hand that fed 
therm. Worse still, Squante had spread a rumour that 
Massasoit was working with his sworm enemies - the 
Natragansett - to get nd of the English. Again, this 
Was hot true. 
The two parties came together to discuss what 
to do. In a direct breach of their treaty's terms, the 
English refused to hand Squanto over to Massasoit 
to be executed, as he had proven too useful to them. 
Squanto’s life may have been spared, but he was 
forced to stick with the English for the rest of his life 
- which turned out to be less than a year, anyway. 
The relationship between the Pilerims and their ‘s 
Wampanoag allies remained on good tens for 
the next 50 years, but cracks had started to show 
themselves. While squanto had helped sow the 
seeds of discontent, they had already heen growing. 
Fundamental cultural differences often prevented the 
two sides from seeing eye to eye. 
Religion was a particular sticking point, The 
Pilgrims regarded it as part of their mission to 
convert these ‘heathen’ Native Americans, who 
had their own complex belief system and a 
reverence for the natural world, to Christianity. 
To the Wampanoag, this was a foreign religion 
which blatantly disregarded the power of Mother 
Earth. While some Native Americans dic convert to 4 
Christianity as the Pilgrims wished, they were only 
a very lew. Additionally, their conversion had created 
a deep rift in the tribal structure - they became 
spitetully known as ‘Praying Indians, and were now 
seen as legitimate targets by their fellow Wampanoag. 
The Pilgrims also could net understand 
how Native Amerncans used land. Back home. 
the concepts of private property, money and 
ownership were the basis of society, In America, the 
Wampanoag - like many other indigenous American 
peoples - believed that the land was gifted to the 
people as a whole, and they used and tended the 
land collectvely. The Pilerims preferred to grow 
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different fruits and vegetables in separate fields, but 
the Wampanoag mace sure to plant a vanety in 

the same space, which helped to replenish the soil’s 
nutrients, These beliefs carne into conflict when the 
Pilenms gained streneth, and started expanding their 
land space. 

Though the two parties managed to coexist in 
the same space for decacles, the deaths of unifying 
figures Bracitord and Massasoit ushered in a new, 
tenser era of relations. Bradford died in 1657, but 
had already prophesised to the people that New 
England would soon be torn apart by war. This 
vision was Made all the more likely when Massaswit, 
who had long been a friend to the Fnghsh, passed 
away in 1661, Colonists such as Myles Standish, a 
military man, were left feeling vulnerable. Some 
even launched pre-emptive attacks on their Native 
American allies, which worsened tensions almost 
beyond repair. 

lo make matters worse, the mimber of colonists 
In New England was expanding at an alarming rate. 
By 1670, there were 52,000 European colonists in 
the region. As a result of disease and warfare on the 
indigenous side, this meant that white settlers now 
outnumbered Native people three to one. Having 
seen the brutality the Pilgrims could be capable of 
during the Pequot War of 1636, this was alarming for 
all of North America’s tnbes. 
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War erupts 

Massasoit's son, Metacomet (also known as King 
Philip), had always been suspicious of the settlers. 
When he succeeded his father, he initially tried to 
Thaintain the status quo, However, it was nearly 
impossible, especially as the settlers were now burying 
un Native land for trifles such as guns, alcohol and 
household items. Dartmouth, for instance, was sold 
for “30 yards of cloth, eight moose skins, 15 axes, 15 
hoes, 15 pairs of shoes, one iron pot and ten shillings’ 
worth of assorted goods”. This also meant that the 
settlers were trying to impose European rules on 
these places, and get the Wampanoag to surrender 
their weapons, which Metacomet found intolerable. 
The English had also sentenced three Wampanoag 
men to death for the murder of a Christian Native 


American (and spy for the English) which enraged 


the Wampanoag, as the English were overreaching 
their judicial powers by sentencing Wampanoag men. 
50, 1 1675, long-brewing tensions between the 
settlers and the Native Americans finally came to a 
head. When Metacomet's men attacked the border 
town of Swansea, Massachusetts, the Pilerims 
came down hard on their old fmends. The English 
also attacked a Narragansett town, which had the 
effect of uniting them to the Wampanoag - a once 
unimaginable alliance. However, the English swiftly 
defeated the Narragansett, and when they found 
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Metacomet’s hideout in 1676, they sent a Praying 
Inclian to assassinate him. The resistance soon folded, 
and Metacomet's head was hurmiliatinely displayed 
on a pike for more than two decades. 

King Philip's War, as it came to be called, was a 
great tragedy. Not only had the peace been disrupted, 
but thousands of Native Americans had been killed 

including GOO Narragansett alone - or sold into 
effective slavery. Many Wampanoag fled the area 
they had been inhabiting for millennia. On the side 
of the Pilgrims, they had won the war, but lost 12 of 
their towns and hundreds of their solchers. After the 
wart had finished, the Binghsh turned on the Christian 
Native Americans, and forced them to relocate. 

Thus, after decades of peace and cooperation, 
the relationship between Native Americans and the 
Enalish colonisers was broken beyond repair, For 
the next few centuries, more settlers would come 
and continue the onslaught on Native American life, 
Of course, the Native Americans fought back with 
VIBOUL or tied to integrate mto white socety, but 
found themselves denied at every tum. The arrival 
of the Europeans was nothing short of disaster for 
their way of life - but for the first 50 years of their 

t, the two groups managed to live 
together relatively peacefully - and even developed a 
erudging respect for one another 
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This iconic - depiction of the 
First Thanksgiving has greatly 
influenced how we see the event 
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The first Thanksgiving: 1621 





WORDS BY: Alice Barnes-Brown 


How a peace treaty between the 
Wampanoa and the Pilgrims ‘ave 
birth to America’s most popular holiday 





- naharmomious and humbling scene, a 
woran in a lilac dress and a little bonnet 
offers a platter of food to a feather-headdress- 
wearing Native American. Smoke from the 
fire rises in the background, wafting the 

scent of freshly cooked meat into the air. Hungry folk 
gather round a table, and Pilgrim ladies share secrets 
with Native Amencan women. This happy scene 
from Jean Louis Gerome Ferns’ The First Thanksgnvirig 
1627 represents America’s first Thanksgiving feast, 
shared between the Plymouth Pilgrims and the local 
Watnpanoag, But was the event as tranquil as the 
painting sugeests? 

Versions of the story taught in schools across the 
US will tell us that the Pilgrims, having arrived in 
America in the autumn, struggled to survive the 
harsh wunter. The local Wampanoag tribe saw them 
strugele, and decided to help the new settlers, They 
were taught how to use the land, grow local produce 
and catch their food, Having survived their first year, 
the Pilgrims invited the Wampanoag to celebrate 
and feast with them. Thus, Thanksgiving was born. 
However, the real story is more complicated, 
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Despite the fun and games, Thankseiving 
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Certainly, the Pilgrims did suffer much hardship. 
Their ship arnved into the area that would become 
the Plymouth Colony in November 1620) after 
having journeyed across the rough Atlantic at an 
average speed of two miles per hour, In their first 
winter, without the help of the Native Americans, 
people were dying at tates up of up to three per day 
Diseases such as scurvy and pneumonia plagued 
the colony, and with a declining food supply, the 
Pilgrims were weak. Some oral histories even sugpest 
the Pilgrims robbed corn from the graves of Native 
Americans, they were so hunery. 

Watching from a distance, the Wampanoag tibe 
that lived in that area could relate to their pain. 
Owing toa previous encounter with European 
hishermen, deadly diseases from Europe (to which 
the Native Ameticans had no immunity) had 
decimated their population, with up to 50 to 90 per 
cent of Wampanoag people succumbing to sickness, 

But from this prior encounter, the Wampanoag 
learned that as well as disease, Furopeans carned 

faluahle goods such as steel knives and axes, which 


they would offen desperately exchange for menial 
items such as beaver pelts. Samoset, one of their 
members, approached the Pilgrims and befnended 
them in March 1621. He only spoke very broken 
English, but his Kindness was gratefully received. 
Taking pity on them - and believing they could be 
useful - he introduced them to the Wampanoag 
chief, Massasnit. 

Massasoit reluctantly agreed to help, but only if 
the English refused to harm them, and would help 
defend the Wampanoag against their roving rivals 

the feared Narragansett - if need be. With that, the 
Native Americans set to work helping the Pilgnms 
to plant their own corn, squash and beans, using 
herring as a fertiliser. Before long, the Pilgrims were 
even ina position to trade with their new friends. 

The Wampanoag also helped the Pilgrims to 
build, using the vast supply of sturdy, woody 
trees that surrounded them. By October of 1621, 
they hac constructed four houses and four common 
buildings, enough to shelter the Pilgrims from the 
bitter cold, 





Come the harvest, the Pilgrims had plenty to 
eat. Back home in Englanc, harvest festivals had 
been a tradition for millennia, Rural labourers and 
their families would get together to celebrate a 
bountiful year's harvest. Music would be played, 
and there would be dancing and game-playing, all 
accompanied by copious amounts of dnniang. 

Even though they were worlds apart from their 
old home, 1621 was to be no different. The 50 or so 
Pilgrims who had survived the first winter threw 
their annual bash. It got off to a good start when a 
few of them went out ‘fowling, which meant they 
hunted geese and duck, 

But when almost 1O0 Wampanoag (led by 
Massasoit) turned up at Plymouth’s gate, no one 
was really sure what to do. It seemed to be quite a 
threatening action, so the Pilgrims fired warming 
shots as a display of force. However, it quickly 
became apparent that the Wampanoag had come in 
peace, so they were invited to join in the festivities. 

While the Pilgrims had plenty of food, the 
Wampanoag hunted for more. They killed five deer, 
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feast. Instead, there was a variety of meat on offer - venison, pigeons, 
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swans, ducles, 
the table. Smaller birds would 


have been spit-roasted over a fire, ina 7th century version of a rotisserie. Larger ones 
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Thanks to Wampanoag assistance, the Pilgrims could cook a fair amount of vegetables 
to accompany their meal. Corn was the most famous, but a range of other profoundly 
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which probably would have been cooked over a 

fire, and eaten al fresco. We cannot be sure what 

the twe groups talked about over dinner, but it 

has been speculated that there would have been 
much complaining about the Narragansett, the 
Wampanoag's main rivals. If so, such conversations 
would have solidified the bond between the Pilgrims 
and their new friends. 

A settler named Edward Winslow described some 
of the actrvittes: “We exercised our arms, many of the 
Indians coming amongst us.” Presumably this means 
that their guns were fired, not that they were doing 
push-ups. However, apparently they cid run some 
races and play games, showine that a little fmendly 
competition could go a long way. 

Thankseiving is often depicted as being a 
celebration where men, wornen and children alike 
took part in the fun. The reality, unfortunately, is 
fairly different, The majority of folks in attendance 
at the first Thanksgiving were male, at least on the 
Pilgrims’ side. According to one source, there were 
only about four English women present, and they 
were likely to be doing the cooking and cleaning, 
rather than interacting with the Native Americans 
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The children of the Pilznm community also took 
part in the festivities, but it is difficult to tell whether 
they played with any Wampanoag children. 

Naturally, historians have encountered marry 
problems when trying to study the anginal 
Thanksgiving feast. A distinct lack of primary 
sources from the event means that they are overly 
reliant on just two contemporary accounts of the 
feast. One was by Edward Winslow, while the other 
was written by the govemor, Wilham Bradford. Oral 

accounts by the Wampanoag have been lost to the 
penerations, so we might never know what they 
made of the entire affair. 

Something that is known for certain 1s that the 
celebration lasted for three whole days, during 
which time both parties went out hunting together, 
because heaven forbid they should run out of food. 
While the language barber may have styimed their 
conversation, the sentiment was powerful - powerful 
enough to usher in an era of peace, as the feast 
helped to strengthen the peace treaty they had made 
in the spring of 1621, 

Memories of those three days helped to carry 
the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag through some 


it Was a real treat at the 
enough for everyone to eat. 


rather rough patches in their relationship, but fond 
feelings were not quite enough to sustain the two 
groups forever, The peace lasted for 50 years, until 
the outbreak of King Philip's War in 1675. ‘King Philip’ 
(real name Metacomet) was Massasoit's son, and 
while he initially maintained his father's relationship 
with the colonists, it inevitably became impossible 
when the Pilgrims kept seeking to expand onto 
Vampanoag land. War eventually broke out between 
the two, and thousands of Wampanoag died, as well 
as afew hundred colonists. 

In spite of this, Thanksgiving has come to 
symbolise intercultural peace and harmony. The 
gathering together of family and tends, under 
a backdrop of falling leaves and chilly weather, 
has become a beloved hohday all over North 
America. Canada has its own Thanksgiving, which 
5 held earher than the Amencan celebration, but 
retains Many simular traditions. In recent years, 
Thanksgiving has even become appreciated in other 
parts of the world. For a feast that was held almost 
400 years ago between two fledgling communities, 
it is remarkable that such a simple, humble event 
looms so large 1n today's American society. 
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Finally settled in the New World, the 
Pilerims sought to spread their presence in 
New England 
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The colony needed to grow, but the 
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storm of uncertainty, hardships and disorder 
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Massachusetts Bay colonists éradicated the 
Pequot people 


The English 

Civil War’ 

[If the New World settlers thought they had 
escaped the conflicts of the Old World, they 
were thoroughly mistaken 


King Philip's War 

The bloody rebellion that erupted in 1675 
in southern New England was doomed to 
failure for lack of unity and coordination 
among the Native Americans 


The decline of 

Plymouth Colony 

Sevetal factors conspired to bring about 
the end of Plymouth Colony in the late- 
I7th century 
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Building a life 


Finally settled in the New World, the 


Pilgrims sought to spread their presence 


in New England 
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In September 1628, anew ship, the Abigail, arnvedin North 
America but instead of Plymouth, John Endecott and his 
passengers landed at what was then known as Naumkeae. It 
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name was eventually changed to Salem - the town probably 

) best known for its witch trials in the 1690s 
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Aptucxet, Cape Cod 

The Pilgrims’ first trading house was built at Aptuexet on the 
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4 H Perhaps the town that the Pilgrims are most associated with, 
\ | they arrived in Plymouth on 26 December 1620. However, 
| life was less than comlortable and the first winter was 
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The colony needed to row, but the unexpected 
arrival of newcomers to Plymouth brought a 
storm of uncertainty, hardships and disorder 





he first year of the Plymouth Colony 

had certainly not been an easy one. 
Those who had managed to survive 

had endured a difficult journey, a hellish 

, winter, tense encounters with the locals 
and a severe lack of resources. They had managed 

to survive, but it had not been easy, With the second 
winter swiftly approaching and with heavy memories 
of the cost of the last one, the men and women of the 
colony were in desperate need of help and resources. 
However, what arrived on the shore in the November 
of 1621 was anything but expected, 

The colony was surprised and unprepared when 
Fortune, a much smaller ship than the Mayflower, 
arrived on their shore. The Pilgrim Fathers had 
received no warning that another vessel was due 
to arve so the appearance of Fortume likely filled 
them with mild optimism and trepidation. They 
urgently needed resources, and more hands were 
always appreciated. However, to the colonists’ 
disappointment the ship carned very few supplies. 
Instead they had many More mouths to feed and 
bodies to house in their already strained colony. 

Thirty five new settlers arrived on Fortune. Luckily, 
most of them were young men who could quickly 
be put to work. Many of them were known to the 
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Building a life 


colonists, which likely helped from keeping the 
welcome too hostile, but the situation was anything 
but ideal. Led by Robert Cushman, the Leyden agent 
in London for the Mayflower, most of the passengers 
were from London but three were from Holland, As 
far as historical records can tell us, only one of the 
passengers Was a woman - Mrs Martha Ford, who 
gave birth to a son soon after her arrival. Perhaps 
somewhat surprisingly, many of the passengers were 
not seeking freedom from religious persecution, and 
were actually not religious at all. With the arrival of 
the Fortune, single men now greatly outnumbered 
the eligible females of the colony - Plymouth now 
had 66 ehgible men and only 16 women. However, 
many of these new settlers went on to become 
notable figures for the colony anc American history, 
including Philip Delano, whose descendant was no 
other than President Franklin D Roosevelt. 

The armival of Fortune could have actually gone 
much worse. Initially the vessel lingered on the 
tip of Cape Cod, causing great alarm to the Native 
Amerncans who beheved it could be a hosnle French 
ship. The colony in tum were so worried about the 
chance of attack that they loaded the cannon on 
Burial Hill The reveal that it was a friendly English 
boat instead caused much relief - likely enough to 


‘Upon observing the shabby 


organisation was funous that the colony had not 
sent goods back with the Mayflower - goods that 
had been promused after the Merchant Adventurers 
financially supported their venture. To keep the 
organisation on side, Fortune was laden with £500 
worth of goods when it was sent back to England, 
which was enough to keep the colonists on track 
with their repayment of the debt they owed. 
However, lice almost everything for the Plymouth 
Colony, this was ill-fated. Fortune was captured on its 
return journey by the French. When the ship finally 
made it back to England it carried none of its careo 
and the colony's debt grew: 

However, the colonists had mote pressing concerns 
than the repayment of their debt. The second winter 
was coming and they needed to deal with this influx 
of new people. As they were unprepared for the 
altival, there was no accommodation available for 
the newcomers in the little colony. Bradford had no 
choice but to make do with what he had, dividing 
the passengers ammong the seven houses they already 
had and even putting some of them into the public 
buildings, many of which became dormnitones for the 
young men. 

The temporary living conditions were nothing 
short of uncomfortable, but it was the shortage of 


state of the colony, the crew 


of the Little James feared they had been fooled” 





mask the disappointment it was not laden down with 
much needed supplies. 

For the passengers on board, however, the 
disappointment and worry only increased. Few 
were prepared for the bleak and barren shoreline 
they observed from the deck of Fortune as they 
travelled from Cape Cod to Plymouth. Rather than a 
land of opportunity and a chance of a new life, the 
passengers saw a foreboding and desolate landscape, 

It was no better when they set foot onshore. 

Upon seeing the dilapidated and stark conditions the 
new colonists began to panic. Their worries were so 
preat they actually told the ship's master that they 
wanted to re-embark and leave. The crew managed 
to talk them out of such a dramatic action, but it is 
easy to understand just how panicked the travellers 
were. William Bradford, the colony governor, 
recoded the depressing conditions observed by the 
newcomers: "So they were landed; but there was 

not as much as biscuitcake or any other victialls for 
thern neither had they any beding, but some sorry 
things they had in their cabins, nor pot, nor pan, to 
dress meate m; nor over many cloathes...” Suffice it 
fo say, neither the colony nor the settlers themselves 
were pleased with the developments. The Plymouth 
Colony especially werent happy that Thomas 
Weston, who initially financed thei endeavour, had 
sent new settlers without any provisions or goods. 

It is unlikely, however, that Weston had the 
wellbeing of the colonists at the forefront of his 
mind for Fortune carmed an additional piece of 
cargo: a letter from the Merchant Adventurers. The 


food that was most critical. Bradford worked out that 
even by cutting their already strained daily rations by 
half, their store of corn would only keep them fed for 
six months. The Pilerims had already experienced a 
very severe winter and had worked tirelessly 
all year to make the next one easier, but now 
they were almost back to square one. The 
newcomers, for all their unfortunate timing, 
quickly agreed to the half allowance of rations, and 
everyone waited patently in hope of the arrival of 
future supplies 

Weston, despite the disappointment of Fortune, 
had not given up entirely on his investment 
In the Plymouth Colony. So in 
the summer of 1623, two more 
ships began the arduous three- 
month journey from London 
to Phymenuth. The 140-ton supply 
ship Anne arrived first, carrying mostly 
passengers on 10 July 1623. The smaller 44-ton 
pinnace Lite James arrived a week or so later, 
carTying much-needed cargo. Between them, the two 
ships camed 96 new settlers - a sigmfcant number 
for the Plymouth Colony. Some of these passengers 
were from Leyden in Holland, including William 
Bradford's future wife Alice, as well as Patience and 
Fear, William and Mary Brewster's daughters. 

Although tt did carry a large number of passengers, 
Anne and its crew did not intend to stay for long. 
The ship planned to return to cargo shipping, and 
almost immediately the crew began to load it full of 
timber, beaver skins and whatever else they could 
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The conditions the newcomers had to travel 
in were very cramped and uncomfortable 
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The Plymouth Colony knew the importance of trade and that the lack of it was 
slowing down their development. However, in 1627, seven years after the colony was 
first established, the Aptucxet trading post was built. Approximately 20 miles south 
of Plymouth, the post was based on the Manamet River on upper Cape Cod. 

This time, they wanted to establish something more permanent to encourage 
frequent trade with the Wampanoag Indians - a fur trade to repay the debts they 
owed the Adventurers. The beans and com supplied by the Natives were also 
important resources for the colonists, The trading post was so vital that it was 
staffed and maintained all year round by colonists. The success of the trading post 
encouraged the Dutch colonists based in New Amsterdam (modern-day New York) to 
also trade with the Pilgrims. As the colony grew, so did their trading aspirations, and 
the Aptucxet trading post was followed in 1633 by the Mettenque trading post, based 
in Windsor Locks, Connecticut, and also the Cushnoc Trading Post in Maine. 
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find. Ina matter of days it was sailing back across 
the Atlantic to England, Little James, however, 
would remain in the colony to be used for fishing, 
cargo and military service under the command of 
its novice captain Emmanuel Altham and Master 
John Bridges. Brand new from the builder's yard, 
the vessel was envisioned to be hugely beneficial to 
the colony, but, as usual, things didnt go exactly as 
planned, Years later Bradford would comment: “I fear 
the adventurers did over-pride themselves in het... for 
she had ill success.” Ill success was a very mild way 
of putting it. 

The higeest problem with Little James was that 
the ship's crew had agreed to spend six years in the 
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‘Little James sat in Plymouth Harbor for the winter of — 
1625 in near freezing conditions, with the crew barely able 
to survive on small Fations and no alcohol” 


colony, but as a form of shareholder instead of wage 
earmers, so they would earn money from sharing the 
ships profits from fishing and trading. The investors 
(the Merchant Adventurers) would pay for all their 
food, clothing and so forth. However, like many who 
ventured to this new ‘promised land’, what they 
found there was not what they had been sold. Upon 
observing the shabby state of the colony and the 


meagre conditions the colonists lived in, the crew 
feared they had been fooled and that there was little 
money to be made here. The uproar was so preat 
that William Stephens, a gunner, and Thomas Fell, a 
carpenter of the ship, encouraged the crew to go on 
strike, demanding they were paid in the meantime 
between trades. Bradford worked tirelessly to calm 
them down for the good of the colony, which he did 
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manage, bat it came at great personal financial cost, 
with the leader offering to pay them himself, rather 
than the Merchant Adventurers. 


HIT 


| 
F 
MT 


ee 

Pa 

= —— 
= a 
— rs 


It was a tense situation. The crew of the Little 
James believed they had been duped and saw the 
situation as hopeless, while Bradford and the colony 
were in desperate need of any help they could get. 
The Merchant Adventurers believed they could see 
a return on their investment from the ship trading 
in furs, but in reality the search for furs turmed up 
almost nothing. The ship didn't have the quality 
trade poods that the Natives desired in exchange for 
furs, and the market was dominated by prosperous 
Dutch traders who could offer a much better pice 
for the Natives, To add to the problems, the ship also 
got caught ina gale ancl lost the grip of its anchors. 
The company had to refit the wessel with a new mast, 
anchors and ngging. Little James sat in Plymouth 
Harbor for the winter of 1623 in near freezing 
conditions, with the crew barely able to survive on 
small rations and no alcohol - the primary drink at 
the tme. The crew quickly grew more mutinous as 
their hunger and contempt for the entire journey 
festered through the cold, dark winter. 

By the spring of 1624, while anchored at Pemaquid 
during a fishing expedition, these tensions finally 
reached a climax and the entire crew mutimed, 
threatening to destroy the ship. It was such a severe 
situation that Captain Altham had to journey back 
to New Plymouth in a small boat in an effort to fine 
food for his furrous crew, Working with the Pilerim 
Edward Winslow, they managed to pull together 
some bread and peas but when they returned they 
discovered that the boat had been wrecked by a 
storm, drowning the master and two crewmen. 

With their own hatred for the entire journey fresh, 
the crew, led by Fell and Stephens refused to save 
the ship. However the masters of other vessels in the 
port offered to help if Bradford paid them in beaver 





Edward Winslow went on to serve as governor of 
the colony, as well as a number of senior roles 


the Plymouth Colony to carry furs back to England 
to settle the colony's growing debt of £1,300, The 
cargo was loaded and sent on its way, but Bradford 
probably should have taken the cursed ship as an 
ill-omen - while sailing through the English Channel, 
Little James was seized by pirates and all of its 
precious cargo was taken. 

The whole experience with Little James had been 
an unmitigated disaster. The problem was that the 
Pilgrims harvest was actually better than ever, and 
for once they were expenencing a little prosperity. 
However, their trade was struggling because of 
their lack of transport to take Boods to England. 


The chance Little James offered was preat, and the 
disasters that surrounded it hurt the Pilerims greatly, 
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slains. Bradford agreed and they managed to haul 
the ship to safety. The repairs to Little James came at 


‘Little James sat in Plymouth Harbour for the winter of 
1623 in near freezing conditions, with the crew barely able 
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to survive on small Fations and no alcohol” 


preat expense to the company and by the time tt was 
seaworthy again, the investors and Bradford himself 
had all become very frustrated with the entire 
situation, The ship that had been intended to be a 
ereat boon to their colony had instead been a costly 
curse, Eager to be rid of it once and for all, Bradford 
sent Little James and its mutinous crew back across 
the ocean to England, 

But Little James bad luck continued - Fell and 
stephens abandoned it in the River Thames and sued 
the Adventurers and the colony for lack of wages. 
conveniently enoring the fact that they themselves 
had mutinied and refused to save the ship. It was 
eventually seized by the Admiralty Court and by the 
trading season of 1625 it was seaworthy again. Likely 
much to Bradford's chagrin, Little James returned to 


Jo 


setting them back years in their development of the 
colony, especially in regards to trade. The Pilgrims 
had no choice but to send furs to England in very 
small quantities, and their much-needed growth in 
trade was painfully slow. 

The results from Anne were also not entirely 
positive. Lots of the passengers on board the 
ship were tinprepared for the harsh reality of life 
on the frontier and many of them returned to 
England within the year. Most of the passengers 
who remained were unwilling to integrate into 
the Plymouth Colony - they insisted that the 
Adventurers had promised them they would 
either settle in a new community or "be free from 
the bonds by which the Plymouth colonists were 
enslaved". That basically meant they wouldn't be 
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Although trade was important for growth, a steady 


iN al avin . cai me _ wy stream of new settlers was vital for the colony's survival 
ee azalbig a pteuiityee ae susan beeptt? 1 and expansion. As well as the colonists who travelled on 
nl pial iy ain: is illtnie ia ca TA Fortune, Litthe James and Anne, another ship arrived in 
ae - 7 a 6 Plymouth in September 1623 carrying people who wanted 
| il | to settle in the colony at Weymouth, which had previously 
a been a failure. In March 1624, another boat landed at 
3 ie Plymouth carrying not only settlers, but the colany’s 
ois r first cattle. While the colony did have chickens, hogs and 
goats before, the three heifers and bull would be vital to 


its development. In August 1629, another vessel arrived, 
also named Mayflower, carrying 35 new settlers. Fram 
1629 to 1630, the prospect of moving to the New World 
must have been less daunting as ships frequently arrived 
to drop off new settlers, Though it’s difficult to ascertain 
exact figures, the estimated number of colonists by 1630 
was 300. This meant that in ten years, the population had 
almost tripled. Fram then on it would continue to grow 
faster and faster as the years passed, with approximately 
2,000 by 1643 and a massive 7,000 by 1691. 


burdened by the heavy debt the colony owed the 
company. In order to keep the colonists happy, they 
were given land near Eel River that was known as 
Hobs Hole. It later became Wellingsley and is about a 
mile away from Plymouth Rock, 

The usefulness of the new colonists was mixed, 
Bradford stated that some of them were beneficial 
people who went on to serve the colony well 
including the wives and children of men already 
there. However, the leader also grew increasingly 
frustrated by the number of newcomers who were 
completely unprepared and unfit for the hardship 
that came with living in a new settlement. 

t's clear to see that Bradford wasn't being dramatic 
as Robert Cushman, a Leyden agent based in 
London, wrote a letter of apology to Bracford saying, 
‘Tt preeveth me to see so Weake a company sent You, 
and yet had I not been here they had been weaker, It 
15 Clear to see now why so many of the early anivals 
to the colony seemed to disappear - they simply 
couldn't handle the hardship and were sent back to 
England, deemed unfit for colonial life. 

Galning anew life in America was anything but 
easy. But through the tribulations, the il-fate, and 
even through the deaths, the colony was slowly but 
E surely erowing. What would ultimately become the 

oa azz == The colonists were on a ration wine United States would be built on the sheer will and 
SS = Se Ce a ee eee determination of their key resource - people. 
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Building a life 
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| Between 1621 and 1640, the Plymouth Colony expanded 
with the founding of numerous settlements and 
) for economic viability 
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espite the difficulties of their first winter, 
the Pilgrims persevered. Life continued 
literally in the shadow of death. The 
company was onginally divided into 

19 households, and each of these was 
assigned a lot eight feet wide anc 50 feet deep. Homes 
were constructed as labourers were able to work. 

To conceal the severity of their losses from the 
Native Americans who they initially knew little 
about, the Pilgnims burned their dead dunng the 
night, levelling their graves and quickly covering 
them with com seed to hide them. Although there 
was sometimes vocal dissent, Pilgrim leader William 
Bradford wrote that these objechons were overcome 
‘by the wisdom, patience, and just and equal carnage 
of things by the Governor [John Carver] and better 
part, which clave faithfully together in the main” 

When the Mayflower prepared to sail for England 
in April 1621, the captain offered to transport any 





pl : : 
itt Pee Pk ee 

" bra = a pa 

fat TT balgreeree FAT oe 

eel ae Ee, le. = oe * ji 


The expansion of Plymouth Colony 










person back to the mother country free of charge, 
Reportedly there were no takers. Such may be 
interpreted as dread of another passage across the 
untamed expanse of the Atlantic, the resolution of 
those Pilgrims who remained to see the enterprise 
through to success, or a combination of the two, 

Succeecling Carver as governor and being 
re-elected numerous times, William Bradford was 
the dominating political force in Plymouth Colony 
for a generation, The governor and the General Court 
levied taxes and dispensed the law. punishing petty 
criminals or offenders with fines. The first execution 
In English North Amenca took place in 1630 when 
John Billington was found guilty of murder and 
publicly hanged. 

By the autumn of 1621, the 53 Pilgrims who 
survived the early winter ordeal and nearly 100 
Native Americans led by Massasoit, chief of the 
Pokanoket tibe and principal of the Wampanoag 
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Nation, celebrated the feast now known as the first 
Thanksgiving. In November, a second ship, the 
OMAN nce On COLUrA MeN ym ld eee Cd 
members of the Separatist congregation at Leyden 
VOM Blew CM elle ba eh mee ely ek mm Oe oA me Cel erste Lane) 
COM ieee ee ee eel ee ESky 
tenuous food supply of the colony. 

Nee ee NATHIEC OMG TOUR IAM NT TIMC aL KY 
RINT ANN el LO MMS Mee EL LOCO Rem a hase ieee Dem Ay 
1622, the Sparrow brought seven representatives of 
the Plymouth Council for New England, successor 
RO ROSS DN ec mn ce) ee 
establish a new settlement. The Sparrow was 
followed that summer by two more ships with a 
Cor ee ORs emi sec Hm Rte mT ean NTe mel RTaTe| 
CRW Pe eM ce aN amma ae Beso unc Le 
Weymouth, Massachusetts. The Wessagussett 
cS eiA A Colt egt Lm TU OTT The eae Ot =) Ce 
and the antagonistic relationship of its settlers 
UCU Se Mk OAc M Ne ie: ltt me Me SRtiaeP 808) ee eee 
Wea ete (eM ONN em U AG awe Nee meee pier] 
AERO TONIC O MOT dCO CEM en me home Nt a ee Tae 

After spending the months of July and August 
in Plymouth the Wessagussett settlers had moved 
OCMC SM Aa mcmama sme tun ep erste min maT 


citar ele 01M cm ODEN OD el mechs foie) Lm ele Ld 
Pee ae eC ce U ele eee ee aT 
by a group of Pilgrims, Massasoit warned that a 
Native American uprising aimed at wiping out the 
ice eee okie tea ae ae eee Ce 
heel Ce Cem (mse eee emcee | ela tease ict (8) 8 a 
oes eee DNC N MIN Cee ONT N TSN ee AON eee 
UGE RCORS BOOM Ones 

SIMON OM OE MTOR ie eRe eet ase 
Nevertheless, he treacherously lured five of the 
leaders of the belligerent Native Americans into a 
Dee SOM ON Ce) DNC Sela teed ee ee 
inside, the men were set upon and two of them 
were murderec. One of those killed, Wituwamat had 
been an imposing figure. Physically large, he was 
said to have previously taunted Standish because 
the latter was a short man. He had also bragged 
of murdering French sailors who had survived a 
SONIA otal a8) bem Tn eto crs Ewes 

By the time Standish had executed his 
deceitful assault, ten of the original 60 settlers of 
ieee ec aE ee ia eh ee eae ene Tn 
two had been killed in skirmishes with the Natives. 
Most of the survivors returned to Plymouth or 
ue u =e are na 








to Maine, eventually returning to England. Three 
nessa t met) eaN tee) mar ema e cee 
while among Natives of their own volition. These 
eT OELNTCO COOMBS Td 
pei ct eta ies) Om epee 

WW ieee an ete eee ene eho 
VON =e UNM IAM ON See lc cme eOE aU |e] (= ma bt=m (elare leh ne 
Wee ORME OMRON dn Oe CO ioe eS e 
prosperity to Plymouth, and damaged the colony's 
facie lel oe eM eA Neem Nia gree O meme NTeTa 
prowess of the Pilgrims was enhanced in the eyes 
SMUT RCM LUI ee MOD rio OO) O 0 mee 
partners were also frightened and scattered away 
MUON Meena eRe EEO ea Dep can eee 
Nia De ce OTe e reece ee wee eis ee 

Ui ace mele ee ee ete e it ee EL 
Nantasket Peninsula in 1622 originally named 
Kingston upon Hull. A year earlier Plymouth had 
built a small trading post to service the area. In 
Ue seen aelem en ielm. Veli sm: nla iad ama p em cen eda 
another 96 settlers to Plymouth. «A large mumber of 
these passengers belonged to two distinct groups. 
Sate a OMe ten gre nN n alle eRe ecelteT 
Tecate RAOUL eR TR COM Bice = CMO Tp con ann ele tae nh 
dus Iara UIMERC MOM On Relat 4n | Moller eCe mie) ka ale 
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original passage. 
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The expansion of Plymouth Colony 


A voyage of misfortune 
The Pilsrim: 


) pay their debts 


One year aftee the Mayflower anchored at the future site of Plymouth Colony, the ship 
Fortune arrived with 37 more settlers. Remaining offshore for only about three weeks, 
the Fortune was mace ready to sail on the return voyage to England and set out on 

13 December 1621, Her holds were loaded with £500 worth of goods, including furs, 
timber and other commodities, for delivery to the Plymouth Council for New England 
In Landon in partial payment for the debt that was owed in exchange for the Pilgrims’ 


The Fortune's voyage was uneventful until the ship neared its destination, Rather than 
sailing into the Englisn Channel, a navigation error sent the vessel toward the coastline 
of hostile France. The Fortune was captured by a French warship and its valuable cargo 


© — highlight the living 
history program at 
Plimoth Plantation 


confiscated, Robert Cushman, who had negotiated the original deal with the Virginia 
Company for the Pilgrims’ passage, was held in a prison on shore while the crew was 





near the original site 
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communally pool their products for shipment to 
Hare em eM OTN PON be NOL ONTO Same A pT 
Oe IOI ON M Od etmek aan 8) Veco) eee eee ee 
Tonia OCS CU eRe IER O SEN ecIaL eM Oe dtm n Tat 
Tehri (eke OTe Meee |W act eM OTe aTe EPCs ae ey 
CIComaM SUMING Re MON ee GUM Ln TeLT RN Ce aL 
ste bec e Sew a8) e ln men mT eee 
the Eel River, and the settlement was later called 
Wellingsley. The second group was an odd collection 
mee CONAtS (WLBT cae asco esa Pmt eD Eee | oom cen BT 
rigours of life in America or that decided within a 
sista O OOM OMe Cem deta ee 

ANOLON Mane ae ORT ET ae bese ee oe) Nee aT aL 
Eile AUS SLCC URE eit BAM ee ele enema eon anneal 
eC ee Ae Ree nee tN ee ebb Pee) 
Cape Ann and founded the town of Salem around 
eee Mg Gees ee nde ea eee ato 
OMAR ce MCOM ache PT Aenea mw 
Pace S Re el ieee ONT AMAT SRO TNNCel ete meme RTE] ey 
events related to the Puritan way of life. 


Although he never set foot in North America, 
John Robinson had long served as spiritual leader 
of the Separatist Church, putting forth much of the 
alee OSU ome TIM N ome) el uel be En IE) me Une ed See 
Sie) CORA DR ae) aC ele ewe e Tee en ern ecm ee 
word reached Plymouth that Robinson had died, 
some of his Separatist followers began to question 
Malet AULA U Com ace eat OMAN om NEM OT Me OE W eb 
and the struggle to survive and thrive produced the 
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com el bi itary 

During this time John Lyford, a minister who 
SINTRA La eS ABTA OGTR re LU LAG MOD ome Sten Mlbed ee hs 
perspective, arrived in Plymouth. However, several 
letters Lyford wrote to leaders of the Church of 
eee Ms Coe UNC Ce Cen ee Ree BUN Cee Cae mee 
to his true intentions regarding the Separatist cause. 
RVR RACs emit GROOM m ean hy 
Vee) ee Ce eee 
Come eile t PRONE Teed Ueto h Ue Une 


under guard aboard ship. The French detained the Fortune and her company for 13 days, 
and the unfortunate ship did not reach London until 1? February 1622. The loss of the 
Valuable cargo was a major setback for the Pilgrims in the repayment of their debt. 





Colony for England. Several of his associates were 
subjected to harsh punishment and also expelled 
from the Plymouth Colony. 

In the autumn of 1623 another ship arrived 
with settlers commissioned to revive the alreacly 
failed colony at Weymouth, In 1629, a ship named 
Mayflower (not the famous 1620 passage vessel) in 
SCSI TCO MON oe UO ae a ees Pee TNR 
Eee tt KMPER eit Niele ee men tm eT Tn eam Le 
Plymouth over land. In 1630 the Handmaid brought 
OR ie tse- ne te 

By 1624, the population of the colony had grown 
to 124, and in 1637 it totalled 549, Over the next 
20 years, nine new towns were founded within 
the colony. However, in 1630 the neighbouring 
Massachusetts Bay Colony had also been founded 
Wine SA Matte NEO Mew Ane mee IT ORDC ORE 
INTRA Rte Ce Pema Pe TNO) ee Mel ete 
a Otome ee Cele R OMAN MNO NRE CWO R ada ntae Lee 
The first group of LOOO Puntans who came to the 
Lee LTGP RDN MACe RET be sme eee meen 
Massachusetts Bay Company sought to reform the 
Celta eM ON OL Ucten altace OMe ew Vardi lec emen Niemi Rielly 
within the English realm, unlike the Separatists 
eee be em COM Neel <M MN dpe dha vce Smee ne ees 1 
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Building a life 


their new colony as a “city on a hill,” its seat of 
government established at Boston. 

After early efforts to pay their debt to the 
Plymouth Council for New England through a 
CO UVINHETEE MNO iA N Ms) Ce Emel ele ame TEC e sg 
central authority and employed an economic 
ie) MeN Oe eee el iNT MCem Ove le iia mca) 
Selene eG OTCO TEM COMO Mic 8 SCCM M ONE TO UOTE pti e nl 
Oise ete SeCRele tem he ae mb) cerel aca 8) am 
Risto Men eee eR ea lve nee eee 
and allowed to plant and tend their own fields, 
trading surplus crops. Production increased, and the 
[Ere 18 eK ee ee) ean) e ce ee eee es 
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John Billington, his wife Elinor, and their two sons, Francis and John Jr, sailed aboard 
the Mayflower in 1620. The father was a signer of the Mayflower Compact and led, 
according to William Bradford, “one of the profanest families amongst them..." The 
Billingtons were a family of agitators, and the trouble began even before the Pilgrims 
set foot in Massachusetts. Francis made small explosive devices called squibs and 


discharged a musket while aboard ship. 


In March 1621, the father challenged the military authority of Myles Standish, 
speaking against him numerous times and reportedly being punished for it. Young John 
became lost in the forest two months later. Found by Native Americans of the Nauset 
tribe, his release was secured after the Pilgrims agreed to replenish corn they had 
pilfered from Nauset caches. In 1624, the father was implicated in a church scandal but 
never punished, The following year he was identified as a slanderer of Robert Cushman, 
the Pilgrims’ agent in London. In 1630, he shot John Newcomen, with wham he had 
some unidentified dispute. Billington was tried and hanged for the murder. Six years 
after her husband's death, Elinor was sentenced to sitting in the stocks and a whipping 


for slandering colanist John Doane, 


llingtons 





eMC e MW ae rl(el me PUNe me hn SEMEL ND 
PROM VG e REM Cem te Medes elie INT In Tem eee ta 
at Cape Ann and the first cattle in the colony, three 
heifers and a bull 

In 1625, English lawyer and trader Thomas 
MUR N ee eee ee OR MELO Veet eln 
CU MO tke M eRe meets ie mam heen eon ian 
under strict Puritan religious and legal authority. 
Oy yen ee eee meen mer em eee mele Eiee) 
on the site of modern Quincy, Massachusetts, 
VEST GCAO ME TOLeM Aw een eee ON e 8) MOA Cane a ss 
the Puritan authorities with raucous celebrations 
Tm EL en elo MMe CMU ER Som acta kN nace Nes CTT Coal 
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Peeler ea ited garb 
visitor in this romanticised view of 
| everyday life in Plymouth Colony 


Come B ISM e eR Oped e om OO a 
Americans. Myles Standish led a force to arrest 
Copa case ese aM On lem elise mn rtm ene l Wmestes vim el 
Com nerd Pcl ee eRe Sm eee eee a rete ea ere] B leper 
with Natives. Morton later returned to New England 
and continued to criticise the Puritan perspective. 
At Aptucxet on the western edge of Cape Cod, the 
lfm ene Mei rials ean Ame elt male me eee 
See TROL etn es ip etme eee Tee ma om Ela B 
they obtained foodstuffs and established a fur trade 
EG eT sel iecle ee h Teme oe eRe 
Plymouth Council, which was finally extinguished 
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ePiewe Ree TOM enn Mme edi a ee) 
eastern shore of the Kennebunk River near present- 
day Augusta, Maine, and the following year a third 
Cem OMe el ORS) ee MET O NAS ome cdnTeBrciM elms wks 
es ON eects e) NCO UOMO tle mY Tome lee) 
trading location was established at Manianuck on 
ACR O ee me etm Wi MO CR ONTREDCCRcii(c Meme nrcm cel anne) i 
ites) ee as ee cee 

Soon enough, however, the Puritans and 
settlers of Massachusetts Bay Colony sought to 
take advantage of the brisk trade opportunities. 
When Massachusetts Bay established its own 
trading posts, the rivalry with the Plymouth 
SM ee ORCA e ene OO) POET) 
atte ee eee hw e elena (ees 
all of its once bustling trade centres. Although the 
leaders of Piymouth decried the agetessive stance 


The expansion of Plymouth Colony 
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Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut in the New 
England Confederation in 1643 for mutual defence 
SISA IIe del UPN TM OTC ee VOT oe nie Cee POL e 
)CalUE dN anne com ne MONE 

IU ie Re OTM eee ent ender aa OMe 
WULGce ei bCaa ene )m Ninnlo cima (eM es Gel cM erste cme tbl mae 
English Civil War and related Puritan successes 
ered WSUS owesl (WL ON Re eS TDI AN DEAT Oca nCe 
New England, causing prices to plunge. The colony 
SiMica tae OTE A TLR oleae Lee Oe Teme aney wna 
wealth and power of Massachusetts Bay. 

PRAIA MGs ST ie ee] ee Nae) ema el ass 
SVR eR ek 
Pee Cee ee ited OU em OLB T na PPT tne 
the Pilgrims to live in a close-knit community had 
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Welter wee emits 
New Workd hame Plymouth 
after the port of their final 
departure, Plymouth, Devon, 
England, shown here 


among the settlers, including livestock and 

acreage, New lands on the Atlantic coast from 
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in 1633 and later became part of the colony of 

ce eee ee ce eee Cee mTOR nes 

ULE liane) mes One Tee CCM hee denn icd 8) 

from the Plymouth government to found the hamlet 

elmer seks p @ORS SMe lem- NOL i ecicc nem 8) com em ele oe era 
OW alamaleye tl rciee mel maim held leremearciimeicd acer neh 

from the spring of 1634 through the end of the 

decade, and roughly 15 per cent of the immigrants 

to the region arrived between 1620 and 1633. The 

ERE O SAO) MON Iccc mele Elem cde oma ch OR Te nL 

1639, Plymouth Colony and Massachusetts Bay 

established a boundary just over 25 miles northwest 

of the Plymouth town. The colony itself stretched 

from the tip of Cape Cod in the east beyond Taunton 

in the west, roughly 81 miles, and by the mid-I7th 

century Plymouth had reached its zenith. 
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A series of kidnappin ‘5 and murders sparked A 
bloody war in 1636 in which the Massachusetts Bay 
colonists eradicated the Pequot people 


n 23 October 1634 a delegation from the 
Pequot tribe walked 100 miles to Boston 
to meet with representatives of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony. One of the 
Pequots handed his hosts two bundles 
Nae Nh af sticks. Through the help of a translator, the puzzled 


Wey | iY i} Puritans learned that the sticks signified the large 


the Europeans at the expense of rival tribes such 
as the Mohegans, Narragansetts, Wampanoags and 
Aleonquians. The Native Americans of the region 
typically traded beaver and other animal pelts for 
cloth, metal tools and firearms. 

Tensions between the Pequots and English were 
steadily increasing at the time the Pequot embassy 
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WA number of beaver pelts and otter skins that the 


Pequots would give the English people to ensure that 
the two peoples lived peacefully together. 

The Puritan magistrates told the delegates that 
Pequot grand sachem Sassacus would need to 
send envoys of higher rank and authonty capable 
of negotiating a treaty. Thirteen months later, 
two sachems arrived in Boston. They asked the 
magistrates for assistance resolving a dispute with 
the Narmagansetts, a neighbouring tribe. In the spirit 
of coopetation, the magistrates not only assisted 
in mediating the dispute, but they drafted a treaty 
addressing a half dezen pressing matters. 

These meetings seemed to indicate that the 
colonists and Native Americans could work together 
to resolve disputes: however, the shedding of blood in 
a series of confused incidents over the next two years 
derailed plans for peace. 

The Pequots, who were concentrated most heavily 
east of the Thames River, were the dominant tnibe im 
central and eastern Connecticut in the early 1630s, 
The Dutch had established a trading centre they 
called the Fort Good Hope in 1633 at present-day 
Hartford, and English traders routinely worked the 
coastlines and the mouths of the region's rivers. 
Moreover, the English had established settlements at 
Hartford, Springfield, Wethersfield and Windsor. 

Before the arrival of the Pilgrims, the Pequot 
nation had numbered 16,000; however, the smallpox 
epidemic that swept through their villages in 1633 
reduced their number to 3.000. As the strongest 
tribe in the region south of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, they demanded and received tnbute from 
adjacent tibes and sought to monopolise trade with 


travelled to Boston. The catalysts for the Pequot 

Var of 1636-1638 were kidnappings by the English 
and retaliatory lallings by the Pequots. In the years 
immediately preceding the outbreak of war, the 
Pequots occasionally mistook the Dutch for the 
English, and the English mistook other tribes, such as 
the Narragansetts, for the Pequots. 

When the Pequots overtly tried to exclude other 
tribes from tracing with the Dutch at Good Hope in 
l634, the Dutch kidnapped and killed Pequot grand 
sachem Tatobem. In retaliation, a eroup of Pequots 
and their Niantic allies launched an attack, not on 
a Dutch trader, but perhaps inadvertently on an 
unsavoury English trader and slaver narned John 
Stone. Stone and the seven members of his crew 
wete trading along the Connecticut River in 1634 
when they were murdered by a group of Pequots 
and Niantics. The Niantics alleged that Stone had 
enslaved several of their warriors and they vented 
their wrath by murdermne him and his associates. 

The English subsequently demanded that 
Sassacus, whe succeeced Tatoebern as the Pequots’ 
new grand sachem, hand over warviors responsible 
for Stone's death, but he refused on the acvice of his 
tibal council. Then, Narragansett warriors in July 
1636 committed a similar atrocity when they lalled 
John Oldham on his boat at Block Islanel. 

Having lost all pahence with the Pequots, the 
eovernors of Massachusetts Bay instructed Captain 
John Endecott to take 90 volunteers and conduct a 
punitive expedition against the Pequots. He travelled 
first to Block Island to avenge Oldham's murder and 
then sailed to Fort Saybrock at the mouth of the 
Connechcut River. 
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Lieutenant Lion Gardiner, the fort's commander, 
told Endecott that a raid against the Peguots woulc 
serve to bring down the wrath of the Pequots on 
the weakly held fort. “You come hither to raise these 
Wasps around my ears, and you will take wing and 
flee away,” said Gardiner. After the cold reception, 
Endecott led his small group of boats to the heart of 
the Pequot nation at the mouth of the Thames River. 
Upon armival, he issued an ultimatum to the Pequots: 
hand over the murderers of Captain Stone or face war 
With Massachusetts Bay. 

Sassacus Was away on a journey to Lone Island 
at the time. When the negotiations stalled, Endecott 
disembarked his force in full battle array. Although 
the Pequots would not engage them in battle, the 
English nevertheless fired on them ancl burned many 
of their wigwars. A stalemate ensued during the 
winter with the Pequots besieging Fort Saybrook. 

On I March 1637 a new English force based in 
Harford took the field against the Pequots. Captain 
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John Mason, a professional soldier, led his men south 
to Saybrook where they were reinforced the following 
month with additional troops led by Captain John 
Underhill Mason's first move was to sail east to 
recruit the assistance of the Narragansetts against 
their foe the Pequot. 

Meanwhile, Sassacus was ravaging the English 
settlements in the Connecticut Valley. Mason 
marched his troops west to the mouth of the Thames 
River. Once there he decided to attack a large Pequot 
Village at Mystic that was encircled by a palisade. 

His intention was not to burn the village, but to 
overwhelm the villagers by force of arms. He told 
his men they were to kill the warriors, but spare the 
women and children. After killing the warriors, he 
also intended to plunder the village. 

Masons O-man colomal force, augmented by 
over 200 Mohegan and Narragansett allies, attacked 
Mystic village on the night of 26 May. They assailed 
the fort simultaneously from two sides. As they were 
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forming up, the Pequots fired a steady stream of 
arrows at them through gaps in the palings. Mason 
had naively expected the Pequot warriors to fight the 
colonists in the open outside the fort, but when they 
did not fight as he had expected, he scorned them as 
‘savages who did not deserve mercy. 

Next, Mason instructed his Native American allies 
to fire burning arrows over the palisade into the 
Village in an attempt to set it afire. While the Pequots 
were distracted by the fire, Mason's men forced their 
way into the village: An orgy of killing ensued. 

“Great and doleful was the bloody sight... to see 
so Thany souls lying gasping on the ground, so 
thick in some places, that you could hardly pass 
along,” Underhill wrote afterwards. Mason suffered 
two killed and 20 wounded As the village burned, 
the Pequot casualties mounted steadily. Wornen 
and children desperate to escape were cut down 
by the Mohegans and Narragansetts as they tried 
to climb over the palisade. As many as 700 
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‘Mason instructed his Native American allies to fire 
burning arrows over the palisade into the village’ 


Pequot men, women, and children died during the 
Mystic Massacre. 

The colonists easily prevailed in the battle because 
the village's warriors, who wete led by Sassacus, were 
still engaged in their expecition against the English 
settlements in the Connecticut Valley. This left the 
Pequot elders and wornen to fend for themselves, 

Afterwards, the Native Amencan alles complained 
vociferously to Mason about the brutality of the 
attack. They said the Englishmen fought in an unfair 
manner They were accustomed to light casualties in 
battle. “They might fight for seven years and only kill 
seven men,” wrote Underhill. 

The last battle of the Pequot War was on 13-14 
July 1637 Known as the Fairfield Swamp Fight, it 


Trying to escape the wrath of the 
English, Pequot warriors made 
their last stand at Fairfield Swamp 


was fought between a Massachusetts Bay force 
co-commanded by Mason and Captain Israel 
Stoughton and Sassacus and 100 warriors who were 
trying to reach Mohawk terntory in the Hudson 
Valley. Although they inflicted heavy casualties on the 
Pequots, they failed to capture the grand sacherm. 

Sassacus hoped to receive protection from the 
Mohawks, but they killed him because they did not 
want to jeopardise their relations with the English by 
harbouring a fugitive, 

Of the 500 Pequots who survived the war, those 
that surrendered or were captured were kept as 
slaves by the English colonists and thet Native 
American allies. The English allowed the Mohegans 
and Narragansetts to divide up the Pequot lands. 
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The Pequots’ arrogance had been their demise. 
They had monopolised trade with the Europeans and 
created a burdensome situation for weaker tribes by 
requiring them to pay tibute. They gave the Puritans 
the excuse they sought to go to war. 

But the Puritans had reacted to the situation with 
force far beyond what was necessary to punish the 
Pequots. The Puritans deliberately chose to wage 
total wat on the Pequots. Contemporaneous Puritan 
accounts of the war refer to the Pequots as savages 
and say that the war was divine providence and 
retribution for Pequot depredations. 

By word and deed, the Puritans fomented a fear 
of Native Americans among thet people. It 1s not an 
exaggeration to say that the Puntans believed the 
Pequots were agents of Satan. 

In addition to their religious extremism, the 
Massachusetts Bay colonists also wanted to vanquish 
the Pequots so that one day they could settle their 
desirable lands. 
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The setting sun had almost reached the horizon on 23 August 1636, when three 
pinnaces loaded with soldiers from the Massachusetts Bay Colony hove to off the 
shore of Block Island. The troops leapt into the crashing surf under fire from a 
party of 50 Native American warriors who showered them with arrows. 

By the time Captain John Endecott had assembled his force on the shore, the 


Native Americans had withdrawn. Endecott had been sent to punish the Pequots 
living on the island for the murder of English trader Jahn Oldham, But there 
were no Pequots living on the island at the time. Indeed, the Narragansetts who 
inhabited the island had murdered Oldham. 

Endecott's party found two villages, each with about 60 wigwams, on the island. 
Inside the village they found large stores of recently harvested com. The soldiers 
spent two days scouring the island, but they could not flush the Narragansetts. 

The island's inhabitants had likely been forewarned of the impending attack and 
fled to the safety of the mainland. Endecott and his men torched the village and 
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A period engraving depicts the Mystic Massacre 
in May 1637 in which English colonists 
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WORDS BY: Derek Wilson 


If the New World settlers thought they had 





escaped the conflicts of the a1, they 
were thoroughly mistaken 





he Puritan poet John Milton, in his epic 
veTse drama Banadise Lost, put these 
words into the mouth of the fallen 
archangel Lucifer, "The mind is its own 

4 place, and in it self Can make a Heav'n of 
Hell, a Hell of Heav'n; What matter where, if I be still 
the same? It is unlikely that Milton had the American 
colonists in mind when he penned those lines, but 
many who had crossed the Atlantic in search of a 
better life in states fashioned in accord with their 
own religious and political convictions were to 
discover for themselves the truth of his words, for 
they took their conflicts with them. 

By the time of the outbreak of the English Civil 
War (more accurately called the British Civil Wars, 
since the succession of conthets involved all parts of 
the British Isles), there were several distinct entities 
perched on the eastern seaboard of North America. 
Between ther they represented the principal 
rehizious drvisions in English society, The majority 
of emigres were Puntans, both Presbyterians and 
various brands of Separatists. This is why the period 
1620-1640 is sometimes called the Great Migration. 
Some 80,000 fled from England, a quarter of whom 
settled in New England, If we include the settlements 


in Newtoundland to the north, there were a 
dazen communities doing their utmost to survive 
and thrive in an environment that offered more 
challenges than opportunities. 

Yet this is only part of the story. Radical Calvinists 
by no means accounted for all of the settlers that 
arrived, The crown colony of Virginia had been set 
up with Church of England doctrine, litany and polity 
as Vital elements in the way of life of its population. 
Maryland was originally established (1634) as a 
haven for Catholics. By contrast, Rhode Island 
became embroiled in the supposed heresy of Anne 
Hutchinson in the 1630s. 

Anne, a well-educated wornan, mother of Il 
children and resident of Boston, assumed the role 
of a prophetess and challenged the teaching of the 
established church ministers. She was eventually 
condemned for heresy and banished. She took with 
her several followers and eventually resettled in 
Rhode Island, where she joined with Roger Wilhams, 
a minister of unorthodox views, who had also been 
disowned by the Massachusetts authontes. Willams 
went on to become one of the pioneers of the Baptist 
Church in America. From such experiences it can be 
seen that the settlers, fleeing from discord in their 
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own land, had brought discord with them. In fact, 
What was happening on the other sicle of the Atlantic 
Was a dim mirror image of the turmoil in England 
PE cecil eee ee 

The causes of the sporadic warfare between 1642 
and 1649 were many and various. There were both 
religious and political issues involved and, indeed, 
religion and politics were completely intertwined. 
US een SIRT Ce Re blue Mae nB eto a Ate mg 
issues involved, we can reasonably say that what 
ECE EL ome Mieco e Scena RRO) Mm em eee rT 
people with God. Charles I held an exalted idea of his 
CIB N SMA ASCO BTSCce MeN AR mel kaie mn en aD a) pce [= 
beheved himself to be Grod's appointee and, as such, 
expected unquestioning obedience from his subjects, 
Slamtere) Nhe ccs Me ATG Me) eR TON am meee eee me are Tes 
WEL cava pra nimecEr ONT en els Theta 

seat n Brena Ten eel: 
was Archbishop of Canterbury from 1633-1645. 

Laud was a high churchman determined to purge 

the English Church of all Puritan influences. It was 

[Ps baker: lm eerste Ble) ee nen pce ee 
FIN amet kl PPR ANS) oM eer Comrie em NBER IETM ATT Ce) ARENAS 
Opole Ree PRO ee em eet ete ee 

King and archbishop, motivated by a deep 
OOM ME OMAR (cae NOE OMe ew tne e ee te lls 
eerie Di hme = eee Ee ee Bee eee ee eke eee 
Tepresentative, tned to force the Scots to use the 
English Prayer Book. They rebelled. Charles went 
ome UO MATER eL dam /6) 8) ecm CNT samen nila meee 
afford it and had to turn to Parhament for money. 

OM atem Nai) ae cs boa Pei ca ee eed 
demanded reform of abuses’ before they would vote 
fresh taxes. In 1642, the king faced either complete 
IML STI Inte e elm e-Uhsln SMH Tem lSOeh mee lae mules NTE 
‘disobedient Parnament, He chose the latter, 

[f divine right’ was the immovable object of the 
Civil War, ‘freedom of conscience’ was the irresistible 
eee aeRO NAA eRe lem el Iarem elma 
over LOO years - ever since the English people had 
es ERIE R EO) ORR S GEM) mn On nme EOE an =o 
DMM N eNO) N ede CO ee 
the word of God for themselves they had a mandate 
to resist doctrines and forms of worship imposed 
ey aie eee) oi pte ee am CM eed) Sa 8 Mad 2a eB 
freedom that had impelled the Mayflower voyagets, 
ela A AN <0 Le Oeste) Blam AMO T OTTO TSM daa mre eee) | 
regime that had become intolerable. 

The trickle of migrants making their way to 
New England and other colonies became a miver 
during the years of autocratic Stuart rule. [In 1630, 
around 7OO passengers took ship for Massachusetts, 
Pig me M ova Me MORO yea) el ad Me ctd gee Ae 
Sede) er] elms 

What happened then? Hew did the colonists react 
oRSe me) T MTOR NT dr eG 
did the rival forces in England behave towards their 
overseas possessions? The first fact of note is that 
Nest eee=la TnI ama Le Lh eon h Tale | malar) pee en eee a8 
challenge to imposed religion gathered strength the 
Impulse to seek freedom abroad declined. The Great 
Migration ceased almost entirely. Not only that, many 
Std cM CRATE mem acta GR ae ee map my osm ce 
the Parhamentary cause. It is estimated that between 
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‘By 1647 Charles I was living in honourable confinement, 
but he continued to plot Oe the Be 


seven and eleven per cent of the New England 
SAU VOUES CM CsiMO TGA CO) UO am OLB TOTEM Beet ore TQ eis Fearn 
of the war. This was a strikingly large proportion 
of the colonial population. Doubtless there were 
STON ODN PCW a a eel Beate tones em 
Hicsm Ome p ree hha es OMe E NE eee ne ice Semin 
OER oe Rule mesa ee OOO lS LNa ION Cae ae, 
item aL Er GIG Melee eee elt ee PATAEIe ai eet UMM EEE LA Smet 
leadership of Oliver Cromwell Whatever the reason 
iio) me sesh) \ aa mv S ROM UNTSe ee) ean) Orca A sin leb Come am 
Clear that the situation was flexible 

Britain was Involved in sporadic warfare for a 
whole decade from 1642. By 1647 Charles I was 
EBS eels meh perme pe ee elites |e) meee eee eb SIelmc ele 
Aero =e Te) ee ee BS ee eee Cee | nn 
the government set up by Parliament and the 
Parliamentary army. The conflict was prolonged by 
Royalists in Scotland and Ireland. Eventually, the 
Panerai ce) es eee eer) Ace eta eee ae mes ea 


against the people and executed in January 1649, 
SNUG sm NAT ec lermree) eTUCO INE INIA )N Mae cw we lMc OL i mae Tae 
it was 1653 before Oliver Cromwell took power as 
Lord Protector and attempted to heal the nation’s 
wounds. Preoccupied with restoring order at home 
and involved in a mercantile war with the Dutch, he 
was inclined, as far as possible, to leave the American 
colonies to their own devices. 

Ideologically, those who took up arms against 
de aad OTERO SN NAO RN WIND Maa MERON alg ered 
settlers. Although men, women and whole families 
Celcom Teed Nie ie rems os Ae Tele) BOOT a om Semmes TB rrstdee ene 
journey for a variety of reasons, the people who 
set the tone of colonial life were seeking religious 
freedom. The Parliamentary armies were, in large 
measure, Made up of Anglican Presbyterians, who 
rejected Episcopal Church government in favour 
of a regime in which all ministers were equal, and 
Dee 8 0S Lee me LU a) eLe 8 en) B) cca nce aCe B 







Sat eee OOM EES ee SOLO OCO PRON sila SBA cme 
hm ONO SELON NCO CO) sa ete OPM RO Led | lec ace a rE 
religious freedom was the slippery slope to anarchy. 
O Reb apeeemsy diclalm ee esl mec lim a) ee= 818) pete wih ae 
Religious belief in mid-I/th-century Britain was 
CiESdNC Se Olam OTP) Ie BFR) Coed ee ene ee 
religious groups. As well as Anglicans, Presbyterians 
and Independents, there were Quakers, Baptists, 
Levellers, Ranters, Diggers, Mugeletonians and self- 
Ay eR PLEO MUN eRe lae rs me OR mela eb g| merel a et: 
of followers. Cromwell's government discovered 
MOE Ge CeCe my ee limeh mat ale gnace lB) amare mena 
not always work in practice. By the time of the Lord 
Protectors death (1658) the balance of religious 
freedom and stable savernment had yet to be worked 
OUR Eh dE eC oe set 8 ln 
monarchy (660) he re-introduced the autocratic 
ects eee) el ee Ee eee Ne cdl ede M ee ee a 
ESE cle eM NU ECR SORE CBN Smead sme Ta RT TID 
During the war, and particularly during the 
Interrégnum (1649-1660), the government in London 
MODES Ame Epa g (O10 a PAOLO eel Be ne ee Pa e 
ee) s el PRUE R SCOT e TIT O MN cae) (eats Me bln BEI 
aspirations. However, the settlers were English 


FF | 








subjects and their interests were ted up with those of 


the mother country. Occasionally it was necessary to 
remind the colonists of this. But what from one side 
a MM oN A FsTe LO ek eek Sesh: Maclaren 
the other side could look ke interference. 

The cnisis in England occurred at a time when 
the fledgling American settlements were trying 
teRaciec le) Seman alae tees] Bee Ne oce-1p a mele rene T 
stability. Agriculture and simple industries had to 
ome some | wer ee meade ae sm eM el Pe) 
with local tribes were an ongoing concem. Rivalries 
among the states frequently complicated their lives. 
Since each settlement had its own problems, we have 
tomas) erie comes clue mye Tet hu elB re] Ohts 

SMa MURA eNO RS tl en NIM Atos eo nee 
prolonged birth pangs. Disease and famine took 
Mitac) eee ewe MTR Ae tami l=d pte asta LEP 
alae) a) cma Nemlercm en ames rer my bree: | Glee marian eco Ce) mB belo 
of the colony improved, But the new arrivals also 
brought problems. New coastal settlements were 
established from southern Maine to Massachusetts 
eee OneCall etd la eae Ome om ely eels 
pninciples laid down by the Council for New England 
which governed Plymouth. The Massachusetts 
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Sir William Berkeley (1605-1677), who became 
Bovernor of Virginia in 1641, was one of the more 
controversial figures in colonial politics throughout 
the middle years of the T/th century. 

Since Virginia was a crown colony, he was a 
royal appointee and a staunch supporter of the 
monarchy. He absolutely despised the enemies of 
Charles | and regarded all Puritans as heretics and 
potential traitors, He enforced strict adherence 
to the teaching and formularies of the Church 
of England and harried out of office ministers 
whe displayed unorthodox tendencies. This was 
unfortunate at a time when mast immigrants to 
Virginia were Puritans. 

Berkeley, a one-time courtier and a man of 
aristocratic family, was an ‘old-school Royalist 
who was suspicious of education, printing, 
preaching and anything that appeared to challenge 
traditional society. Unsurprisingly, many settlers 
left for the more amenable colonies of Maryland 
and Massachusetts. The governor was no less 
harsh in his dealing with the indigenous people. 

When the Parliamentarians won the Civil War, 
it was the turn of downecast Royalists to flee their 
own lands. Berkeley encouraged them to seek 
refuge in Virginia. It was not long before the 
republican government in London sent a couple of 
ships across the sea with orders for his removal. 
However, this reactionary official was progressive 
in his encouragement of the colonial economy. 

On his own lands he experimented in the 
growth of several crops and he resisted attempts 
by the English Government to restrict trade with 
other nations and colonies. However strong his 
principles were, Berkeley was pragmatic when 
it came to the day-to-day wellbeing of the 
settlers under his authority. They showed their 


.. appreciation by recalling him to office in 1660. 
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Navigation Acts 
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it was axiomatic within Europe that governments laid 
down the rules for maritime trade. Protectionist policies 
Were in place fo ensure native merchants and shipowners 
obtained the maximum profit from their activities and 
that governments received their due share from the tariffs 
levied on inbound and outbound goods at ports. 

Trade rivalry was both a contributory factor to European 
Wars and a weapon used in waging them. Colonies 
providing valuable commodities were commercially and 
povitically important. England, like other nations, controled 


imports fram and exports to its colonies in order to prevent 


foreign interference. In the colonies, however, trading 
activity was seen differently. 

Farmers, plantation owners and merchants simply 
wanted to sell and buy at the best price. They were open 
for business with any ships that docked in American 
ports and did a steadily increasing trade with French and 
Dutch merchants as well as those from other New World 
settlements. As early a5 1621 the London government 
placed a ban on the export of Virginian tobacco to other 


countries. Thereafter, legislative measures were sporadically 


refined, culminating in the Navigation Act of 165). 

The ‘Act for increase of Shipping and Encouragement 
of the Navigation of this Nation’ banned all foreign ships 
from trading in colonial ports. Imports from other countries 
and colonies might only be obtained direct from England 
or carried in English ships - regardless of price. Later 
administration brought in other navigation acts. 

In practice the economic effects on the colonists were 


Ways of evading the law and England lacked the resources 
to enforce it energetically. The psychological impact, 
however, was considerable. Over the ensuing century 
resentment of English ‘interference’ grew and became a 
major factor in the Build up to the War of Independence. 


Bay settlements (of which Boston became the 
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remained high and led in 1655 to the Battle of the 
Severn, which overthrew the Calvert administration. 
The Puritans followed their victory by burning down 
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A portrait of King Charles I, based 
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Oliver Cromwell as aay 
by Samuel Cooper 
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King Philip’s War 
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The bloody rebellion that erupted in 1675 in southern 
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New England was doomed to failure for lack of unity 
Ano coordination Amony the Native Americans 
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Sa “it Was no matter”. The warriors seethed with rage. 
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They returned in force the next day to exact revenge. 


he English residents of Swansea in 
western Plymouth Colony were of two 
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minds in mid-hine 1675 as tensions 
mounted between the proud members of 
the Wampanoag tribe and the Puritans 
of the colony. Some residents felt it was better to 
depart their homes for safer environs, while others 
beheved it was important to stand their ground 
should they find themselves under attack. 

At the village of Kickemuit, which was situated 
at the narrow neck of the peninsula where great 
sachem Metacomet resided with his Pokanoket 
band of the Wampanoags, young warriors on 20 
June began looting evacuated homes. Several cays 
later, on 23 June, a father goaded his son into firing 
on a group of looters. The young man took careful 
aim with his tlintiock musket and fired, He struck a 
wattior, who limped off after his companions as they 
flecl into the forest. 

A group of Warmpanoags returned to Kickemuit 
later that day. They inquired as to why the warnor 
was shot, A group of villagers, one of whom was the 
young man involved in the incident, asked what had 
become of the warrior that had been shot. When the 
wartnors told them that he had died from his wound, 
the young man haughtily remarked of the death that 





They killed the boy and his father, as well as eight 
other villagers. 


Road to war 

Metacomet, who the English called Philip, hac been 
unable to control his wilful young warors. He was 
the second son of Massasoit, a great sachem of the 
Watmipanoags who had maintained peace with the 
English in southern New England for four decades 
from the time the Pilgnms landed at Plymouth Rock 
in 1620 until his death in 1661. He was succeeded by 
his eldest son, Wamisulta. 

Those peaceful relations deteriorated steadily 
over the course of the next 14 years, The English 
settlers did not regard the Native Americans as 
their equals. They ruthlessly exploited them for 
cheap work, hiring them as labourers and servants. 
Even when the Native Americans converted to 
Calvinism, as was the case with a small number 
of them, they were still forced to live in separate 
so-called praying towns. 

When Plymouth Colony authorities learned the 
following year of a suspected plot against them by 
the Wampanoags, they summoned Wamsutta to 
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flintlock 
King Fhilip's men showed preat 
skill with the flintlock. rifle 


The opposing forces in King Philip's War both used 
the flintlock musket, a faster-firing weapon than the 
outdated matchlock rifle. An individual could fire twa 
rounds per minute and strike targets at a distance of 
up te 100 yards. 

The typical militia man in the United Colonies 
of New England carried a flinthock and a sword or 
hatchet for close-quarters fighting. His foe used 
the flintlock musket and bow and arrow, plus clubs, 
hatchets and knives for hand-to-hand fighting. 

When raiding a colonial town or village the Native 
Americans generally hid behind barns, haystacks or 
fences. In ambushes in the back country or along 
well-travelled roads, they often fired a round and 
then rushed their foe with their striking weapons. 

All of the flintlocks possessed by the tribes in 
southern New England were of English, Dutch or 
French origin, The English quickly put laws into 
effect at the beginning of the war banning the sale 
of flinthocks to Native Americans. 

Thus, the Native Americans found that the only 
way they could acquire additional guns or replenish 
their ammunition and gunpowder was through 
plunder. When they switched to the defensive in 
spring 1676, they found it impossible to restock 
these items. 


appear before them. While in the custody of the 
English he died under suspicious circumstance. The 
Wampanoags believed the English had poisoned 
him. Wamsutta was succeeded by headstrong 
24-year-old King Philip. 

By the end of the 1660s, the Wampanoags, 
Natragansetts and several other tribes had begun 
halding war councils. Plymouth authorities 
exacerbated the situation by requiring Philip to 
sign an agreement in April 1671 by which he agreed 
to compel his tribe to relinquish its firearms. The 
Wampanoags surrendered only a token number olf 
their guns, Five months later the authonties from 
the other three colonies - Rhode Island, Connecticut 
and Massachusetts Bay - joined Plymouth in 
compelling Philip to sign another agreement in 
which he agreed to abide by the laws of both the 
Toyal government and those of Phymouth Colony, 

The death of the Christian-Indian John Sassamon 
on 29 January 1675 convinced Philip that he had no 
recourse left to him but war if he was to preserve 
his honour, Sassamon had once served as Philip's 
secretary, but he eventually took a job as a Calvinist 
preacher in the praying town of Natick. 

When the Warnpanoags learned that he was 
passing along information to Plymouth Governor 
Josiah Winslow in December 1674, they branded him 
a spy. His lifeless body was discovered the following 
month at Assawompset Pond near Taunton, 

An eyewitness claimed to have seen three 
Watmpanoags murder him, They were tied and 
convicted by a Plymouth Colony court and hung 
on 8 June 1675. Whether or not they committed the 
murder is disputed. The sticking point for Philip was 
that his judicial authority in matters involving his 
tnbe was superseded by Plymouth authorities despite 
the agreements he had signed, 


The long march 

While the Wampanoags were looting Kickemuit, 
Winslow mustered milina to protect the settlers at 
Swansea. They did not arrrve in time to prevent the 
bloodshed on 24 June though. Two days afterwards, 
Massachusetts Bay governor John Leverett mustered 
militia in the Boston area to assist the Plymouth 
colonists. Moreover, Leverett tried to contain the 
spread of rebellion by sending peace emissaries to the 
Nartagansetts, Nipmucks and Niantics. These tribes 
agreed to remain neutral, but the Nipmucks would 
soon break their promise. 

Philip proceeded with the rebellion, even though 
it Was Unfolding before he had a chance to secure 
alliances. Untazed by the presence of colonial 
Militia in Swansea, the Wampanoags raided 
Taunton and Rehoboth. 

The Wampanoags' ageression resulted in loud 


demands by the residents of Plymouth Colony 
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for a strike against Philip's base at Mount Hope 
Peninsula. On 30 June, Major Thomas Savage of 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony led a force of several 
hundred militiamen on a sweep south through the 
peninsula in search of Philip and his warriors. Savage 
came up empty-handed though, for the previous 
day the Pokanoket Wampanoages had paddled their 
canoes across Mount Hope Bay to join forces with 
the Pocasset band, which was led by Philip's sister-in- 
law, Weetamon. 

Philip knew that he would not be able to hold out 
long if the supenor forces of the colomes pinned 
him against the coast, so he resolved to lead the 
Walmpanoags on a 60-mile forced march to join 
the Nipmucks. What ensued was a running battle 
with colonial forces nipping at Philip's heels. A major 
Clash unfolded on 19 July while Philip was shill in 
Pocasset territory. The colonial army attacked the 
Warmparioags in a strong position in a swarnp. Philip's 


‘King Philip knew that he would not be able to hold 


out Tong if the superior forces of the colonies pinne 


him against the coast’ 





WalTiors Were masters of carnouflage, and they 
repulsed several attacks. 

The Wampanoags resumed their march, heading 
west around the top of Narraganset Bay. After 
crossing the Pawtucket River they were attacked 
again. Philip lost a substantial number of warriors 
in the Battle of Nipsachuck on 1 August. The 40 
SUIVIVoTS Managed to hide in a swamp. Realising 
that the women and children travelling with 
hitn were slowing down his march, Philip asked 
Weetamoo to lead the non-combatants south to take 
refuge with the Narragansetts. 

Philip reached Nipmuck territory on 6 August. 
By that time the Nipmucks had joined the rebellion 
of their own volition. Their entrance into the war 
transformed it from a local conflict to a regional one. 


Frontier bloodshed 


Nipmuck sachem Muttawmp ambushed the 
members of the diplomatic delegation that rode to 
meet with him and other tribal sachems on 2 August. 
As Captain Edward Hutchison's delegation rode out of 
Brookfield that moming the Nipmucks swarmed over 
them, killing eight members of the party. 

Over the course of the next two months 
Muttawmp's wartiors attacked and burned 
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Massachusetts Bay's frontier towns of Brookfield, 
Deerfield, Hadley. Northfield and Springfield. The 
extensive damage, both in physical and psychological 
terms, so cowed the Massachusetts Bay colonists that 
several of the towns were not resettled for a decacle. 

The clash that produced the greatest number ol 
English casualties in a single day during the war 
occurred on 18 September. Captain Thomas Lathrop 
was leading a wagon train of refugees south from 
Deerfield when musket fire rippled from a low ridge. 
Wartnors with painted faces brandishing lnives and 
hatchets steamed down from the ridge. ‘The clash, 
known as Bloody Brook, resulted in the death of 64 
militiamen, one of whom was Lathrop. 

The rebellion continued spreading as several bands 
of the Abenaki tribe attacked English settlers and 
traders along the coast of northern New England. 
Both the Nipmucks and the Abenalcds operated 
independently of the Wampanoaes. 


Great Swamp fight 

A Matter that worried the commissioners of 
Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth at that time was 
whether the Narraganset tribe intended to join 

the rebellion. Led by great sachem Canonchet, the 
Narragansetts were feared before the war by bath 
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Nipmuck warriors roll a cart filled 
with burming materials into a 
farmhouse during their assault 
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val tibes and the Enelish for they were the largest 
and most powerful tribe in southern New England. 

Representatives from the United Colonies 
learned from friendly Niantics in October that the 
Natragansetts intended to go to war the following 
year, Although winter was nearly upon them, the 
English believed that it was imperative to launch 
a preemptive strike against the Narragansetts. 
Plymouth Colony governor Winslow was given 
command of the 1000-strong army. A force of 150 
Mohegans and Pequots from the Connecticut Colony 
agreed to fight alongside the English, 

When the vanguard under Winslow reached 
Rehoboth at the head of Narragansett Bay on 14 
December it overran two villages. Moving south 
to Wickford, it encountered Narragansetts who 
informed them that the tribe had made its winter 
Quarters on a fortified island in a laree swamp several 
miles ftom the coast. A Narragansett named Peter 
agreed to lead them to the hideout. 

The English attacked the following day during 
a snowstorm They had to work their way through 
a dense barricade of brush to reach the stockade, 
which was made from thick tree trunks shorn of 


Colonial troops. 
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the branches and sunk vertically into the pround. 
After reconnoitning the fort, the English found what 
appeared to be an unfinished section. It was actually 
a trap to lure the colonial soldiers into a killing zone. 
Major Samuel Appleton, who commanded the 
Massachusetts Bay troops, organised a column to 
storm the fort. Although the Enelish suffered heavy 
casualties at the start of the battle, the Narragansetts 
soon ran low on gunpowder. It was not long after that 
the Enelish were able to get several hundred soldiers 
inside the five-acre fort. The soldiers torched the 
wigwams. Those Narragansetts who were not bummed 
alive or shot trying to escape were taken prisoner. 
Winslow's casualties amounted to 7O killed and 
150 wounded, compared to the Narragansetts loss 
of 300 warriors and 300 women and children. The 


Timeline of King Philip's War 





attack compelled the Narragansetts to throw in their 
lot and join the rebellion. 


The tide turns 

The situation for the United Colonies began to 
Improve as the war dragged on into 1676. A great 
boon to the United Colonies was the agreement by 
five friendly tribes to assist the English. These Native 
American allies contributed significantly not only as 
additional troops But also as scouts who could deliver 
Valuable intelligence. 

While the English were gaining allies, Philip 
sliffered a major setback in his efforts to get 
additional arms and gunpowder. He journeyed to 
the Hudson River Valley in late December 1675 in an 
effort to obtain supphes from either Dutch or French 








Raid on Swansea 


Wampanoag wattiors plunder the 
settlement of Swansea in Plymouth 
Colony, sparking five days of unrest 
during which the first blood is drawn. 
Plymouth militia rushes to Swansea to 
protect the besiered settlers, 








Battle of 
Nipsachuck 


King Philip's army was marching to 
Nipmuck territory when it was 
overtaken by English and Mohegan 
troops, forcing Philip to abandon men 
and baggage. After hiding ina swamp, 


the Wampanoag resumed their march. 






Nipmucks besiege 
The Nipmucks launched repeated 
attacks over the course of three days on 
the village of Broolcfield in the western 
part of the colony, However, they were 
foreed to break contact when 
reinforcements arrived. 








Springfi 
The Nipmucks attacked Springfielel 
in the Connecticut River Valley, As 
the settlers cowered in a blockhouse 
the warmiors destroyed 57 homes 
and barns. 








Nipmucks armed with war clubs slaughter militiamen 
and teamsters escorting refugees away from Deerfield in 
September 1675 in an engagement called Bloody Brook 





traders. In so doing, he entered into English territory, 
for the English had taken New York in 1664. 

New ‘York governor Edmund Andros told his 
Mohawk friends to drive off the Wampanoags. In late 
February they launched a surprise attack on King 
Phihp's warniors, inflicting substantial casualties. 
When the Mohawks arrived in Albany on 4 March 
with many Wampanoag scalps Andros was greatly 
pleasecl Philip led his cowed warriors back to the 
Connecticut Valley. 

When Philip subsequently learned that his wife 
and nine-year-old son had been apprehended by the 
English and sold as slaves, he decided to return to 
his home on Mount Hope Peninsula. By that time 
the English had organised a special company of 400 
Praying Indians, who acted as rangers. 






When colomal authonties learned of Philip's 
whereabouts they sent Captain Benjamin Church 
with a group of Praying Indians to search Mount 


Hope village at the tip of the peninsula. On 12 August 


1676, John Alderman, one of the Indians in the patrol, 
spotted King Phihp. Alderman shot and killed him. 
Philip's dead body was decapitated and his skull 
displaved on a pike in Plymouth for 20 years. 

The death of King Philip ended the war in 
southern New Eneland, however, the Abenakis 
continued fighting for nearly two more years. The 
war ended in the north when the English negotiated 
a treaty with the Abenakis in April 1678. 


Costly conflict 


A total of 9.000 English and Native Americans had 


perished during the war. Five per cent of the English 
population of New England had been killed, and 40 
per cent of the Native American population of the 
region had died. The war reduced the Wampanoag 
tribe to 400 people. 

King Phihp’s chansma had united his tribe behind 
him, but the premature start of the war prevented 
him from putting in place the alliances he hac 
sought to establish. From the very start he was 
thrust on the defensive, trying to keep his tbe from 
being annihilated by the much stronger English. The 
piecemeal attacks by the Wampanoag, Nipmucks and 
Narragansetts doomed the rebellion to failure. Once 
the English hacl recovered from the initial shock and 
shored up their defences they were able to snuff out 
the flame of war. 
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Whiam Bradford, governor 

of Plymouth Colony on an 
intermittent basis for more 
than 30 years and its foremost 
political leader for a generation, 
once said that residents of the colony were free to 
attend Church, specifically the Separatist Pilgrims’ 
Church, as often as they desired, The colony 
recogmised no other relizious doctrine. 

Rehious intolerance was only one factor that 
contributed to the demise of the Plymouth Colony 
the second permanent English settlement in North 
America and the first in New England. The Pilgrims 
had sought separation from the Church of England 
along with the opportunity to worship without 
interference. However, they chose not to extend 
this freedom to others, and examples of systemic 
rehpious persecution abound. 

Governor Bradford and the Pilgrim religious 
leaders hanished Reverend John Lyford, a Puritan 
clergyman whe actually sympathised with the 
Church of England, from the colony. Others left 
Plymouth on nelerous grounds, including prominent 
citizen Roger Conant, who became the leader of a 
hishing community at Gloucester. Thomas Morton's 
Anglican settlement at Mount Wollaston, later called 
Merrymount, was labelled a ‘school of atheism’ and 
Morton was hounded by a military expedition under 
Myles Standish, who threatened to kill the dissenter. 





Several factors conspired to bring about the end of 
Plymouth Colony in the late 17th century 
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Despite no jurisdiction, the Pilerims dragged Morton 
inte court in Plymouth, where he narrowly escaped a 
death sentence and was deported to Englane. 

Al the same time, economic viability in Plymouth 
was threatened after 1630 by the emergence of 
the large, prosperous Massachusetts Bay Colony to 
the nerth. Other colonies were established during 
the 1630s and 1640s, and began to compete with 
Plymouth in the lucrative trade of beaver pelts, 
timber and cattle. A reason for their success involves 
Governor Bradford's preference for Plymouthss ‘old 
comer Pilgrims and desire to reserve exclusive 
trading rights for them as long as possible. 

Immigration from England continued during the 
period, although larger numbers of colomsts coming 
to the New World chose to settle elsewhere rather 
than within the strictures of Plymouth’'s Pilgrim 
oligarchy, which disregarded much of the authority of 
its representative assembly. By 1630, the population 
of Plymouth was only atound 400, and as settlers 
amived in America in the following decade, the 
population of Massachusetts Bay swelled to more 
than 20.000. In 1643, Phamouth could count only 
600 men eligible for militia service, yrelding an 
estimated total population of about 2,000. By 1691, 
when the colony was absorbed into Massachusetts 
Bay, its population was only about 7O00. 

Perhaps the most troubling aspect of Phymouth's 
#O-year existence lay with the growing threat 
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Conditions at Plymouth Colony 

> required that a church building 
also serves as a fortress in the 
event of attack by hostile Natives 
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of war with the Native Americans, At first, the 
relationship between the Pilgrims and the Native 
Americans had been generally friendly. If it wasn't 

for Squante, Samoeset and Massasoit, the Pilgrims 
would probably not have survived thetr first winter in 
America. However, as the number of immigrants and 
encroachment on Native American lands increased, 
wart was inevitable. The Pequot War of 1636-37 had 

a detrimental effect on Phymouth’s economy, and 
further conflict was certain 

Puritan success in the Englisn Civil War slowed the 
Great Migration and eroded Plymouth’s population 
growth even more. With that slowdown, a collapse 
of the cattle trade with Massachusetts Bay occurred, 
precipitating a downward economic spiral from 
which the colony would never fully recover. Still, 
settlements stretched outward from the original 
Plymouth town. In 1644, a eroup of colomists 
ventured to Nauset on Cape Cod and established a 
Village, while in 1649 the colony purchased a tract 
of land west of the town from Chief Massasoit and 
named it Bridgewater. 

On 2 June 1685, Plymouth Colony was formally 
divided into three counties. Barnstable County on 
Cape Cod included the setldements of Barnstable, 
Eastham, Falmouth, Rochester, Sandwich and 
Yarmouth. Bristol County. along Narragansett Bay 
and Buzzards Bay on the border of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations in the west, encompassed the 
Villages of Taunton, Bristol, Dartmouth, Freetown, 
Little Compton, Rehoboth and Swansea. On the 
western edge of Cape Cod Bay, Plymouth County 
was home to Plymouth town, Bidgewater, Duxbury, 
Marshfield, Middleborough and Scituate. 

Although Plymouth Colony had participated in 
relatively little of the actual hghting in the Pequot 
War, and its leaders had condemned the actions of 
Massachusetts Bay that contributed to the eruption of 
the conflict, the aftermath of the bloodshed brought 
about a Teahsation that future cooperation would 
be necessary for the defence of the colonies. In May 
1644, Massachusetts Bay, Piymouth, Connecticut 
and New Haven ratified the New England Articles 
of Confederation, an alliance principally formed in 
response to the threat of another war with the Native 
Americans. The United Colonies of New England, 
also known as the New England Confederation, came 
into being on 19 May. 

Although several proposals for such an alhance 
had been previoushy discussed, it was a call from 
Plymouth in the autumn of 1642 that finally brought 
these colonies together. By 1665, New Haven had 
been annexed into Connecticut, and intolerance of 
the religious freedoms expressed in Rhode Island 
under Roger Willams caused the organisers to turn a 
deaf ear to that colony's pleas to join the alliance 

The New England Confederation was intended 
to be a “firme and perpetual league of fmendship 
and amytie” Provisions for mutual defence and for 
the retum of runaway indentured servants and the 
prosecution of criminals were enacted. Each of the 
four member colonies sent two delegates to the 
Confederation’s annual meeting, and any measure 
required six votes for approval. However, differences 





and petty grievances soon emerged, particularly 
when Massachusetts Bay was forced to agree to 
comumut LOO troops in time of emergency because 
of its size, while the others were required to send 
only 45. Sel-interests emerged, even though each 
colony was expected to avoid war with the Native 
Americans or neighbouring Dutch if possible. and a 
defined weakness undermined the Confederation’s 
effectiveness. It existed in an advisory capacity only. 
Real power lay with the colomal assemblies. 

Nevertheless, in 1650 the New England 
Confederation did succeed in negotiating a treaty 
recognising a well-defined border hetween New 
England and the Dutch New Netherlands. Leaders 
also bargained with the Native American tribes, 
playing one against the other anc offering alliances 
that benefitted the colonists. 

The first Anglo-Dutch War broke out in 1652, 
and while Connecticut and New Haven believed 
their safety was threatened, Massachusetts Bay and 
Plymouth disagreed, and declined to send military 
assistance. The proposal for support of Connecticut 
and New Haven failed when the delegates 
deadlocked in a 4-4 vote, revealing the true depth of 


their inability to exert authority, Connecticut steaclily 


infringed on New Haven's territory and sovereignty, 
but the Confederation did nothing to dissuade the 
land grab. The lack of a cohestve policy was evident, 
and by 1664 a royal commission had directed a 
reformation of the bocly. Further activities then 
centred on telations with the Native Americans and 
efforts to convert them to Christianity. 
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The Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony 
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The decline of Plymouth Colony 


The murder of 
John Sassamon 
The killing that contributed to the 


eruption of Kino Pbilip’s War 
i ~ ae 


Threats had been tossed back and forth for some time. 
Metacomet, also known as Philip, second son of the 
late Massasoit and now chief of the Pokanoket tribe 
and the Wampanoag people, did not maintain the 
friendly relations that had once been prevalent with the 
Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony, Land and trade disputes 
had become commonplace, Metacomet's older brother, 
Wamsutta, known as Alexander to the Pilgrims, had 
become chief after the death of Massasoit, but he too 
had died - and under mysterious circumstances. Enter 
John Sassamon, a Native American whe had converted 
to Christianity and served as a mediator between the 
two antagonistic sides. 

Sassamon warmed the Plymouth leaders that 
Metacomet planned an attack against the colony. ai 
Metacomet was brought to court and accused. He was (yi ile 
then released due to lack of evidence, but wamed that jam 
Native weapons and land would be confiscated if the 
rumours persisted. Sometime later, Sassamon’s body 
was found in Assawompset Pond. At first, his death 
was thought to be an accident, but his neck was later 
discovered to have been oddly twisted. Eventually, three 
Wampanoag Native Americans were tried before a jury 
of 12 colonists and six Natives. Convicted of murder, they 
were hanged on 8 June 1675. The incident contributed 
directly to the eruption of King Philip's War. 
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Lacking authority to mandate any specific course 
of action, the relevance of the Confederation waned 
— ne a from the 1650s, Revised articles were signed in 16/2, 
Chap. I. Th General aranenen: | : but the body remained essentially impotent 

The eruption of King Philip's War in 1675 breathed 
new life into the New England Confederation, which 
coordinated efforts among the colonies to marshal 
militia and other resources, but as the conflict 
became one of attrition, its responsibilities devolved 
to the individual colonies, When the war was 
over, the last official business of the Confederation 
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An aversion to holidays 
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Puritan antipathy towards the Anglican Church 
and other Christian religious institutions even 
included a condemnation of holidays. The Pilgrims 
ignored Christmas, for example, spending their 
first in the New World as they would any other 
day: working. Puritan leaders railed against the 
raucous celebrations that accompanied the 
observances of Christmas during the period, 
calling it a concoction of the Roman Catholic 
Church and a thinly veiled pagan celebration. 
The hanging of evergreen in homes was strictly 
prohibited, and preachers referred to Christmas 
as ‘Foolstide’. 

When a group of those whe did not follow 
the Pilgrim example declined to work on 25 
December 1621, Plymouth governor William 
Bradford allowed them to remain idle, reportedly 
until they became “better informed.” When 
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In exchange for the nghts and privileges such a 
charter would afford them, the Pilenm leaders were 
told that they would be required to accept a governor 
appointed by the king The commissioners presented 
a list of three prospective governors, the chosen one 
to serve a term up to five years. Plymouth rejected 
the proposal, and the commissioners returned to 
England with an unfavourable impression of the 
colony's willingness to bend to royal authority. 

For Plymouth, King Philip's War was costly in 
losses of life, property and treasure, as the colony 
struggled to finance the expense on the backs of a 
depleted tax base. Further, relations with England 
Bradford returned fram the forest that day, he remained cold, particularly after Plymouth’s 
found the group celebrating and playing games ee ey = aS ee treatment of its one-time Native American allies was 
outdoors. The governor wrote later: "...that was ee ~~ aa : oa t ri tig as 4 Slee ES ack identified as a prmary cause of the ternble war. 
against his conscience, that they should play = ek) eee When Frymouth governor Charles Hinckley sent 
and others work, if they made the keeping of 4 his deputy, James Cudworth, to London in 1680, 
Christmas a devotion, let thern keep their houses; § eet ae a 5 | 
bur there should be no gaming or reveling in the diplomat’s prumary objective was lo PaCHIE a 
the streets.” Bradford took their games away, royal charter. Cudworth died soon after arriving 
but strict Pilgrim laws concerning holidays = In England, and Hinckley’s effort to draft another 
ended in 1691 when Plymouth was merged with ge ambassador, Ichabod Wiswall, failed when Wiswall's 
Massachusetts Bay under a royal charter. rT = Duxbury Church voted against his release for the 

=a 3S Ss mission. Plymouth, it appeared, was destined to 
! wither without the benefit of a royal charter, and 
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Its concems were compounded when King Charles 
tumed his attention to Massachusetts Bay. 

The prospenry achieved in Massachusetts Bay 
was a catalyst for sweeping change in New 
England and yet another escalation of the Crowns 
involvernent in colonial affairs. Massachusetts Bay 
had achieved economic success partially through 
ignoring the Navigation Acts that regulated trade for 
the benefit of England. When the colony vigorously 
opposed the Crown's attempts to modify its charter, 
Charles [| responded by revolang the charter 
altogether in 16#4. 

That same year, London consolidated 
Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, Rhode Island and New 
York inte the Dominion of New England, The semu- 
autonomous colonial governments were abolished, 
replaced with royal governors anc legislative 
councus. Much stricter enforcerment of English law 
commenced, and land titles were vested in the 
Crown Anew wave of religious tolerance began, and 
the Puritan and Pilgrim holds on society began to 
noticeably ebb. 

The first royal governor of New England, Joseph 
Dudley, implemented his new authority while 


The decline of Plymouth Colony 
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‘It ended in disaster, as 22 of the 200 Plymouth men were 
killed, taxes were again increased to foot the bill, inflation 


soared. and the peo 





declining to enforce some measures. However, when 
James I] ascended the English throne, he dispatched 
anew governor, Edward Andros, to America. The 
Teins of government fightened, new taxes were 
levied, and public gatherings were curbed, The 
colonists recoiled from such perceived oppression, 
and incidents of civil unrest became common. 

Then, in a dramatic turn of events, the Glorious 
Revolution brought Wilham and Mary to the throne 
in 1689. The colonies seized the opportunity to 
reinstate selfrule, proclaiming these changes were in 
the names of the new monarchs. Andros was packed 
off to Englancd, 

Phymouth took part in the restoration of self-nule, 
but then another calamity befell the colony, War 
erupted between England and France, and in 1690 
Piymouth committed troops to a campaign against 


the enemy stronghold in Quebec, It ended in disaster, 


le at times refused to pay their levies’ 


as 22 of the 200 Plymouth men were killed, taxes 
Were again increased to foot the bill, inflation soared, 
and the people at times refused to pay their levies. 
Chaos loomed. 

Finally, William and Mary began to assess the 
situation in the colonies. Influential Massachusetts 
Bay envoy Increase Mather planted seeds of doubt 
regarding the ability of Plymouth to effectively 
govern itself, and advised the Crown that if Plymouth 
desired a royal charter it should immediately pay the 
fees associated with the grant. As the end neared, 
there were three paths forward for Plymouth Colony: 
continuation under a royal charter or annexation by 
either Massachusetts Bay or New York. 

Plymouth suffered from a lack of effective 
leadership, and in 1691, with little more than a 
collective whimper of protest, was absorbed into 
Massachusetts Bay ending 70 years of independence. 
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